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FURTHER CORRESPONDENCE RESPECTING 
ETHIOPIA—PART 9 


GENERAL CORRESPONDENCE 
JA lon/l No. 1 

ETHIOPIA: ANNUAL REVIEW FOR 1954 

Mr, Kiilkh to Sir Anthony Eden. {Received February 17) 


(No. II. ConlldeLUial) Addis Ahaba^. 
Sir, February 9, i955, 

I have Lite honour* wiih reference to your 
circular tlespaich No, 078 of September 9, 
1953* to submit a review o! events in 
Ethiopia and Eritrea during 1954. A 
chronological table giving brief details of 
the main events Is attached. 

2. One general concltision can be drawn 
from this account of the year's develop¬ 
ments. Ethiopia has hitherto enjtsyed, in 
the eyes of the world at large, general good¬ 
will resulting from the reputaiioD made by 
her Emperor at the League of Nations, her 
fate under the Italians, and her liberation 
and the restoration of the Emperor in 1941. 
During all the post-war years she has been 
able to go her own way more or less 
unnoticed* largely surrounded by territory 
under the control of Her Majesty's Govern¬ 
ment, and cushioned from all the post-war 
problems and dirTicuUies which have beset 
other nations, by British and* more recently, 
American and international help. This 
happy state of affairs is now coming to an 
end and Ethiopia is willy-mtiy being drawn 
ever more closely into external relationsJiips 
which she will not always relish. 

3, The imminence of an independent or 
Egyptian-controlled Sudan* the none too 
distant prospect of an independent Somalia* 
federation with Eritrea and the return to 
Ethiopian control of Ethiopian territory on 
the borders of the British Somaliland Pro¬ 
tectorate have all raised the problem of 
direct Ethiopian contact with non-European 
peoples and Governments. They are 
peoples, predominantly Muslim in religion, 
who are regarded by the ruling races of 
Ethiopia as inferior* They* for their part* 
do not like the Ethiopians and* in the case 
of the Somalis* feel that they have a strong 
claim to lerritory at present under Ethiopian 
sovereignty* This situation contains all the 
elements of future Iroubie, and conflicts are 
liable to arise which cannot ultimately 
escape the notice of the world at large and 
perhaps of the United Nations, under 


circumstances which will make it difilcult 
for the Ethiopians* as hitherto* to rely upon 
existing sympathy and good feeling towards 
their country in support of their case. It 
is regrettable that they have so^ far gtyca 
little indication of appreciating this situation 
and of adopting a fncndly and forthcoming 
attitude towards their neighbours* although 
they have begun to w'oo the Somalis already 
wUhin the Ethiopian frontiers. 

4. No major conhiets have yet arisen and* 
indeed* it has on the whole been a quiet 
year. The first few months of 1954 brought 
no developments of importance and* indeed* 
much of the rest of the year was a blank as 
a result of the Emperor's lengthy absences, 
with most of his chief Ministers and 
advisers* on his extensive tours* During 
these periods the few Ethiopian Ministers 
remaining in Addis Ababa have had 
virtually no power of decision and the 
transaction of business has been for all 
practical purposes impossible. While this 
is a measure of the degree of detailed 
control of Ethiopian affairs still exercised 
by His Imperial Majesty personally* it has* 
none the less,been noticeable that the Crown 
Prince, who has of course represented him 
in all ceremonial duties during his absence* 
has gained in sclf<onlidence and import¬ 
ance. He has carried out all these duii^ 
with conspicuous efficiency, although it 
would be an over-statement to say that he 
has as a result achieved any increase in real 
personal power. 

5. On May 19 the Emperor left for his 
tour of America* which was mostly devoted 
10 the United States but also included brief 
visits to Canada and Mexico. On his return 
to Europe he visited Yugoslavia and Greece 
and finally returned to Addis Ababa on 
August 3, On October 5 he left again for 
his second grand tour, first to the United 
kingdom and subsequently to most other 
countries of Western Europe, This tour 
did not, of course* include Italy. He finally 
returned to Addis Ababa again only on 
December 8* It may be that His Imperial 
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M&jesiy himself realises Lhc likely future 
irend of Ethiopians imeniaiional relations 
and wished, so to speak, to put himself on 
the map” in the hope of increased future 
recognition and support, Ethiopia in any 
case has an inflated idea of her own import¬ 
ance in the world, and while no doubt the 
Emperor has sulhcienl sense of proportion 
not to pul himself on the same level as 
European and American Heads of State, he 
certainly attaches great importance to the 
prestige, both in his own country and else¬ 
where, which accrues from such v isits. But 
the main reason for his tours was probably 
the hope of interesting foreign capital in 
investment In his country, and, particularly 
in the United States, of obtaining loans or 
even outright gifts for further development. 
It is clear that in this aim he was unsuccess¬ 
ful. A “ shopping list " was put in to the 
United States Government, who reacted 
unfavourably, and in spite of some wild 
rumours which gained currency before his 
return of enormous American gifts of 
money in exchange for the grant of exten¬ 
sive military facilities, ihc facts are very 
different. There have been no outright gifts 
at all and the United Slates Government 
showed no disposition to grant American 
loans but preferred instead to refer ihc 
Ethiopians to the International Bank, Nor 
did they show any interest in extending their 
present limited military installations. One 
or two smaller countries concluded anodyne 
agreements in the cultural field with 
Ethiopia, as a result of which cultural 
exchanges of one sort or another may take 
place with Greece and Yugoslavia, for 
example, and Nor\vcgians may take over the 
training of the future Ethiopian navy. This, 
however, will be a disappointing result by 
comparison with Ethiopian hopes. 

6. The Emperor's visit to Ihc United 
Kingdom was without any question a 
resounding success, although I he Empress, 
because of ill-health, was urtforUinately 
unable to take part. Whether at will bring 
any lasting benefits to Anglo-Ethiopian 
relations remains to be seen. It has certainly 
created enormous goodwill in this country 
and has in very wide circles been compared 
most favourably with the visit to the United 
States, where many people felt that His 
Imperial Majesty was not treated with all 
the honours due to him. Such things count 
for a got>d deal here. 

7, One long-standing obstacle to good 
relations between the two countries was at 
all events removed towards the end of the 
year. For some time past the Ethiopian 
Government had been asking for the return 


of the Ethiopian territories, known as the 
Reserved Area and the Hand, still renmioing 
under the administration of the Government 
of the British Somaliland Protectorate as a 
result of wartime agreements. The initia¬ 
tive in this matter was with Her Majesty's 
Government, and Her Majesty’s Ambas¬ 
sador was finally aulhorised in September 
to offer the Ethiopians the renewed exercise 
of sovereignty in these areas. Lengthy 
negotiations followed, which proved 
earemely diniculi because the Ethiopian 
aim was, for reasons of prestige, to secure 
every form of oiiiward sovereignty, while 
the Protectorate Government was concerned 
mainly to conceal the effect of the transfer 
from the Somali tribes, part of whose 
traditional grazing areas lie in Ihe territory 
and who have never recognised Ethiopian 
sovereignlyp Final negotiations had to take 
place in London witli the Minister for 
Foreign Affairs during the Emperor's visit, 
and an agreement was signed in London 
on November 29 which secured from the 
Ethiopians a number of considerable con¬ 
cessions to the needs of the Protecioratc 
Government, By the end of the year, 
detailed arrangements for the handover 
still remained lo be made, and there was 
some apprehension on the part of the Pro¬ 
tectorate Government that the transfer 
might lead to serious disorders amongst the 
Somali tribes. But the conclusion of the 
agreement alone was a considerable step 
forward in the achievement of which the 
good atmosphere resulling From the 
Emperor's visit must undoubtedly have 
played a large park 

S, Less progress was made in the con¬ 
clusion of an Anglo-Elhiopian Treaty of 
Friendship and Commerce, which has now 
been under discussion for some seven years. 
Here, again, after discussions at the begin- 
rnng of the year, the initiative was with 
Her Majesty’s Government, and a new draft 
of this treaty, taking into account all the 
previous discussions which had taken place 
hi Addis Ababa, was presented to the 
Ethiopian Government on May 30. Much 
incoiicUisivc discussion of line draft subse¬ 
quently took place in Addis Ababa, but no 
real progress was made unlil the Emperor’s 
visit to the United Kingdom, when his 
advisers were able to negotiate direct with 
representatives of the departments con¬ 
cerned in London. Much still remained 
to be done by the end of the year, and there 
is always the possibility, not so far borne 
out by events, that the Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment, having .'ichicvcd what mainly inter¬ 
ested them with the return of the Reserv'cd 
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Area and the Haud^ will lose interest in the 
main treaty which, although they already 
have a similar treaty with the United Slates 
Government, is a considerable undertaking 
for them and deals in many respects with 
matters of which they have had little 
previous experience. 

9. Desultory negotiations have also taken 
place during ihc year on the final conclusion 
of an Air Services Agreement between the 
United Kingdom and Ethiopia. The main 
body of ihe agreement is already agreed, 
and final signature only awaits agreement 
upon the actual routes lo be operated by 
both sides. Her Majesty's Government 
have unsuccessfully pressed extremely hard 
for permission to operate a route from 
Addis Ababa to Khartoum, bui the 
Ethiopians have remained obdurate, and by 
the conclusion of the last bout of discussions 
it appeared that Ihc British case was not as 
strong as had been thought. At the end 
of the year discussions remained suspended, 
while Her Majesty’s Government considered 
the position, and meanwhile existing routes 
continued to operate. 

10. In many small ways during the year 
the Ethiopian Government made it clear 
that thdr greatest preoccupation was the 
future of the Sudan. It is not surprising, 
in view of this eouniry s history of Muslim 
invasion, that she should view the dis¬ 
appearance of British control from an 
enormous Muslim Slate on her borders with 
some apprehension—particularly so in view 
of the danger of the extension of Egyptian 
Infiuence there. One manifestation of this 
was the question of the Gambclia enclave, 
the lease of which to the Sudan Government 
was granted by the Anglo-Hihiopian Treaty 
of 1902. Under the terms of the treaty the 
leaxe must expire on the termination of the 
condominium in the Sudan, and in spite 
of requests from the Sudanese Council of 
Ministers that a period of grace should be 
granted after the end of the condominium, 
during which negotiations about the future 
of the enclave could be conducted, the 
Ethiopians maintained a firm stand and 
insisted upon its return to them. At the 
same time they privately appeared to imply 
that a subsequeni renewal of the lease might 
not be out of the question, but made it clear 
that (his would depend entirely on how the 
Sudanese people exercised their choice. 
Almost any connexion with Egypt, however 
loose, would rule out all possibility of a 
renewal. It was interesiinE, as an cxamole 
of Ethiopians feelings towards her neighbour 
peoples, (hat the Ethiopian Governmem 
refused to ncgoiiate on this maEtcr di'^cct 


with the Sudanese Council of Mimsters and 
made a fuss about ihe replacement of the 
British District Commissioner in Gambeila 
by a Sudanese. A similar example of non- 
co-operation was her refusal to sell to the 
Sudan a short stretch of railway line on 
Eritrean territory between the frontier and 
Tesscnel, which had previously been linked 
with the Sudan railway system but which 
now exists in a vacuum and cannot be of 
any conceivable use lo the Ethiopians. 

11. Ethiopian relations with Kenya have, 
in the main, been good, and there have been 
comparatively few incidents on the Northern 
Kenya frontier, which must be a relief to 
the Government of the Colony, with so 
much greater problems on their hands. 
Such frontier incidents as have occurred 
have usually been resolved through 
the efforts of Her Majesty’s Consul 
at Mega and the Provincial and District 
Commissioners in the Northern Frontier 
Province of Kenya. It was also a con¬ 
siderable relief lo the Government of the 
Colony that the Ethiopian Government 
finally agreed to drop Operation Tennis," 
which had been planned for some lime past 
as a joint measure to disarm the frontier 
tribes ill Ethiopia. The Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment have now undertaken this considerable 
task on their own and have sent a force of 
over 500 police to the area, of whom it is 
proposed to leave some permanently 
stationed there to keep the unruly tribes, 
like the Gcliibba and Hamar Coche, under 
control. 

12. Ethiopian relations with her other 
neighbours have not been entirely easy. 
Relations with the Italians have not 
improved, and no progress whatever has 
proved possible towards a solution of the 
jong*standing dispute over the Somalia- 
Ethiopia frontier .Although no details 
have been published, it does appear, 
however, that a settlement of the reparations 
Quesiion has been reached, which is lo take 
the form of services in kind provided by 
the Italian Government, notably in the 
construction of a projccte<l dam at Coca on 
the Awash river. French Somaliland, too, 
has had her difficyltte.s, and although a 
grazing agreement for the migratory tribes 
on both sides of the French Somaliland- 
Ethiopian frontier has been signed, which 
solves a problem somewhat similar to, but 
far less complicated than that of the 
Reser\'ed Area and the Haud, the 
Fthiopians have been much less forth- 
com ins: towards the French and are still 
insisting on further discussions to lay down 
exact limits to grazing areas. 




51lfi7 


rONFIORNTTAL 









4 


CONFIOENTIAL 


IJ. Il is in Eritrea that Ethiopian dit!i- 
cullies with jncoinpaUble neighbours have 
been most apparent. The year opened 
with a succession of labour disturbances 
involving the ports of Assab and Massawa 
and railway w^orkers in Asmara, The 
Ethiopian authorities (who control ports 
and railways} dealt severely with these 
strikes, and in Massawa the police had to 
make use of their arms. Although the 
Assab strikes seem to have been in support 
of genuine labour demands (which have 
been met by a change from piece-work to 
daily wage rates and a consequent slowing 
down of shipping turn-round in the port), 
the Massawa dock strike, at least, developed 
on political lines with a strong unionist 
versus federalist flavour. 

14, The Emperor devoted a fortnight in 
late January and early February to visiting 
Eritrea and also passed through Asmara on 
his return from his first international tour. 
In spite of artificially stimulated welcomes 
which were given to him wherever he went, 
it was fell that on both visits he received 
a less favourable reception than in the 
previous year, 

15. At the end of February 26 members 
of the Eritrean Assembly demanded a 
Special se^^sion to discuss Ethiopian intcr'^ 
ference In Eritrean internal affairs- Their 
request was turned dow'n, quite unconstitu¬ 
tionally, by the Chief Executive who was 
suspected of conniving at an Ethiopian 
campaign for the outright annexation of 
Eritrea, At the next regular session of the 
Assembly in May, a considerable majority 
passed a resolution deploring the continuous 
interference of the Federal authorities and 
instructing the Government to submit the 
resolution to the United Nations if the 
Emperor did not at once take effective steps 
to end this interference. Ii^ view of the 
Emperors departure for the United States 
the resolution came at an awkward moment, 
but the Emperor's representative in Asmara 
ensured that it was not folloivcd up, largely 
hy the distribution of largesLse. Discontent 
inevitably prevailed and in August the 
independent newspaper Voice of Efirrea 
was charged with subversive political 
activities. The Eritrean Muslim League at 
once sent telegrams of protest to the 
Emperor, and the Chief Executive, in a 
further effort to avoid trouble, adjourned 
the As.sembly for twenty days. The 
Eniperor*s reply to these telegrams of 
protest w^as read to (he Assembly when it 
resumed on September 9, and denied any 
knowledge of interference with Eritrean 
rights, while rebuking the Assembly for its 


unconstitutional behaviour. The Voice of 
Eritrea case was very long-drawn-out, and 
a verdict was only delivered on December 8. 
The paper was lined E. $2,OCX)-00 and 
suspended for two years, while its director 
and editors received stiff prison sentences. 
It seems that efforts are being made, not 
surprisingly, to avoid publicity for the 
verdict, 

16. Nevertheless, it was distinctly 
noticeable that Ethiopian pressure on 
Eritrea slackened considerably from about 
the time of the Etnperofs departure for the 
United Slates. It still remains to be seen 
whether this more gentle policy will con¬ 
tinue or whether it was designed purely to 
avoid trouble during the Emperor's absence. 

17. in September the Chief Executive 
made an unusually fr,ank New Year's Day 
speech, in which he dealt at length with the 
meaning of federation and made a personal 
declaration that he would welcome a 
decision by the people to reject the present 
federal relationship with Ethiopia in favour 
of complete union. Once again an 
adjournment of the Assembly For twenty 
days to allow tempers to cool had to be 
contrived. At a congress of the Muslim 
l-caguc, w^hich look place shortly after this 
declaration, it w'as agreed not to play into 
the hands of the Ethiopian Government by 
reacting violently to the policy of the 
present Eritrean Government and to give 
the Chief Executive six months in which to 
readjust his attitude. In default of any 
satisfactory reaction, the Emperor or, if 
necessary the United Nations, w'ould be 
approached. 

18. By the end of the year, therefore, the 
situation was still uneasy, and there was 
Lindotibledly considerable pressure from 
more hoE-headed elements amongst infiu- 
eniial Ethiopians in Addis Ababa for 
continued progress towards complete 
absorption of Eritrea. The Ethiopian 
Minister for Foreign Affairs i.s believed to 
hold the view that any further action taken 
by Ethiopia in Eritrea will be a matter for 
Ethiopia alone and no concern of the 
United Nations. Tn spile of the several 
warnings of trouble which the Ethiopians 
have received during the year, therefore, the 
possibilhy cannot be excluded that they will 
again attempt some ill-advised action which 
will lead to widespread trouble. The 
situation is being closely watched by the 
Italians, who are liable to believe the worst 
of every new development. They, with the 
support of the French, made a demarche in 
London on May 12, for the unfounded 
reason that the Emperor was believed to 
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have the intention of canvassing for United 
Slates support in a campaign for outright 
annexation. 

19. One particularly British problem 
arose in Eritrea in March, when the Chief 
Executive invited the president of the 
Eritrean Supreme Court and two of his 
colleagues tall British) to resign on the 
grounds that they were not conforming to 
the policy of his Government and did not 
have the best interests of Eritrea at heart. 
This llagrani attempt to Interfere with the 
independence of the judiciary no doubt 
stemmed from the acquittal in 1953 of two 
men accused of an attempt to assassinate 
the Chief Executive (paragraph 22 of this 
embassy's annual report for 1953). After 
much behind-the-scenes activity by Her 
Majesty’s ambassador and Her .Majesty's 
tonsuLgeneral at Asmara, wiser counsels 
eventually prevailed, and on May 8 the 
Chief Executive agreed to withdraw his 
letter. 

20. American activity is not very apparent 
in the commercial sphere, but is of course 
still running at a high level in both Point IV 
and military aid. The Foreign Operations 
Mission here has continued Its programme 
in the helds of agriculture, education, health 
and comnierdal and industrial develop¬ 
ment. Contributions to these services during 
I9S4 in Ethiopian dollars were Untied 
States Government E, S1,047,000■ 00 and 
Ethiopian Government E. Si,207,000^CX), 
but H is doubtful whether the mission's 
activities have been as successful as its 
propaganda would like it to appear. It 
has certainly become obvious that the 
Ethiopians have begun to bite the hand of 
the giver and to feel some resentment, 
particularly at the high salaries paid to 
American officials In the country, when they 
feel some of this money might better have 
been devoted to practical projects* 

21. The activities of the American 
Military^ Aid Advisory Group, under the 
Mutual Defence Assistance Agreement of 
May 22, 1953, have been shrouded under 
a certain cloak of secrecy by the American 
orikers concerned. Total military aid bn 
return for which the Americans mamialn 
only a military radio station and one or 
two camps in Asmara} is believed to be of 
the order of U.S. $5 million for the provision 
of infantry rifles, light field guns and a few 
armoured cars, about 50 per cent, of which 
have already arrived. This group, like the 
Point IV Mission, is not universally popular 
with the Elhiopians, and its attempts to 
change the Elhiopian army organisation, 


hitherto well-established on British lines 
by the British Military Mission, to the 
American pattern have not been well 
received. Nevertheless, the general effici¬ 
ency of both the Imperial Bodyguard 
(which, of course, has had considerable 
experience in Korea) and the Imperial Army 
lemains remarkably high. The air force, 
now under n new Swedish commander, is 
more restricted in its activities, and has not 
made a great deal of progress. 

22. The Ethiopian policy of spreading 
foreign influence over as wide a field as 
possible is noticeable in all spheres. Both 
Swedish and British officers continue to be 
employed in the police, although the 
British olficers have been warned that the 
GovernmenFs policy is to retrench them. 
Norwegians are to train the navj\ Swedes 
have been employed to train the Imperial 
Bodyguard and the air force and a wide 
variety of advisers exist in the State Bank 
and the Ministries—G ermans (who seem to 
be on the Increase), Poles, Czechs, Swedes, 
British. Americans, Canadians and so on. 

23. To sum up, while this country is 
probably entering into a period of increasing 
political difficulties, from which T fear she 
may only learn by bitter experience, her 
financjal and economic position is sound 
enough, and although development is slow 
and hampered by iitefliciency, distrust and 
general inertia, marked progress has 
undoubtedly been made. 

24. 1 am sending copies of this despatch 
to Her Majesty's Ambassadors at Paris, 
Rome and Cairo, the Governor-General at 
Khartoum, the Governors at Nairobi, Aden 
and Hargelsa, the British Middle East Office, 
Beirut, Her Majesty's Consul-General at 
Asmara and Her Majesty's Consuls at 
Harar, Mega and Mogadishu. 

I have, &c. 

J. E. KTLLICK, 

Charg^ if Affaires* 


Enclosure 

List ov Evtjirrs jn Ethiopia esuftfs?; 1954 
/{tiwitry 

2-30 Dixk st^ikl^!i in A 5 .< 4 ib. 

16 FraiH;o-Eil3i<9f*iun apr«niciii on frontier 
with French Somatifaod 
23 Federal GemriEin Inflation opened. 

Duie iwf Si^nPiture of Creck*^ 

Eihiopian Air Agrc^menl exlcnding 
Ethiopian Air Lines service to Atheni:. 
26- EiTtperoT and Empress on third Stale Visit 
Fch. 9 to Eritfea, 
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E Yugwlav Chief of Stail visiLt Ethiopia. 

S-22 Railway strike in Asmara. 

24 D(Xk strikes In Massnwa. 

Eritrean Assembty tlemand for debate on 
Ethiopian interference turned down. 

Marcfi 

1-3 CommaiKlcr'in'Chief, United Slates Fleet, 
East Atlantic and Mediterranean 
(Admiral WrightJ visits Ethiopia, 

1-4 New Govemcff of British Somaliland Pro¬ 
tectorate (Mr. Pike) visits Addis Ababa. 

17 Son bfim lo Duke of Harar 

is Eiiireati Chief Executive demands rcsigna* 
don of BfiiJsli judges. 

20 Dutch sugar plantation and faetm^' at 
Wonji opened. 

April 

3 Appointment of Ras Imru as Ambassador 
to India announced. 

17 ApfwiiJtmenls of Ethiopian Consuls- 
CiencraJ in Aden and Nairobi and 
Liaison Olfieer irt Kharloutii announced. 

2S-39 Visit of General Trudeau. United States 
Assistant Chief of Staffi 
Visit of I.B.R.D. Mission. 

May 

E Eritrean Chief Executive’s Idler to British 
judges withdrawn. 

12 Italian and Frtnch dt'marches in L<wd(in 
on po^ible discussion of Erilrcun 
annexation with United States Govern* 
ment. 

14 Discussions on Air Services Agreemcrt 
resuincd. 

19 Emperor left by air for the United Slates. 

22 Rcs^ution condemning Ethiopian inter* 
fcTcncc in Eritrean alTairs passed b>' 
Eritrean Assembly* 

30 New draft Treaty of Friendship and Com¬ 
merce present^ to Minister for Foreign 
Affairs. 


/fine 

2-5 Emperof in Canada. 

19^24 Emperor in Mexico. 

27-30 Visit to Addis Ababa of Sudan Liaison 
Officer, Asmara, 

July 

12 Emperor left United Stat«, 

14 Direct telegraph hnk Addis Ababa-London 
opened. 

2f)-26 Entperor in Yugoslavia. 

21 Dirost telegraph link Addis Abuba-Rome 
opened. 

27-31 Emperor in Greece. 

Prosecution of Voice of Eritrea initiated- 

3 Emperor relumed to Addis Ababa. 

29-31 Visit to Addis Ababa of Reaf*Admiral 
Henderson, commanding United States 
Middle East Fleet. 

Seplentik'r 

S-IO Visit to Addi^ Ababa of Air Oftker Com¬ 
manding, Aden. 

11-15 Governor of SomaJiland Protectorate in 
Addts Ababa. 

14-15 Negotiations on the Haud reopenrcd. 

22-25 Further negotiations at official level on the 
Haud. 

29 Air Services negotialiona resumed again. 

Ociotfer 

2-4 Visit of Governor of Somuliland Pro¬ 
tectorate for further Haud negotiations. 

5 Emperor left for the United Kingdom. 

14- 27 Emperor in the United Kingdom. 

November 

15- 20 Visit of Japanese Trade Mission. 

25 Air Services negotiations again suspended. 

29 Haud Agreement signed in London. 

Ocfi'mtvr 

8 Emperor's return to Addis Ababa. 
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EFFECT OF THE HAUD AGREEMENT BETWEEN HER MAJESTVS 

GOVERNMENT AND 1 HE ETHIOFIAN GOVERNMENT ON THE 

SOMALILAND PRO! ECTOR ATE 

0 ) 

Fmfn Foreign Office fo Addis Ababa 
(No. 51. Confidential) 

(Telegraphic) February 19, /955> 

You will be aware that news of Haud Agreement caused deep concern in the 
Somaliland ProtectoTate and that its inhabitants, casting aside tribal jealousies for 
the first time In their histof)^, joined together to finance the delegation of four which 
is at presen I in London. 

2. The basic conLention of the delegaiion has been that whatever agreements 
may have been entered into at various times between Her Majesty's Government 
and Ethiopian Government, the land of the Haud and the Reserved Area belongs 
by right of usage to the Somali tribes of the Somaliland Protectorate and that it is 
not right that it should be handed over to Ethiopia or that they should be forced 
to accept Ethiopian sovereignty. After two long and painful interviews, however, 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies has brought them to the point of facing 
the fact that ever since 1897 these lands have in international law been part of 
Ethiopia; that in this respect there Is nothing new in this agreement; and that, 
whatever the attitude of the Somalis may be to It, Her Majesty’s Government could 
not in any case denounce uniiatcraily or in any way refuse to implement an 
agreement to which they have pul their signalure. 

3. The delegation have, however^ in the course of these conversations satisfied 
the Secretary of State for the Colonies that there is likely to be serious trouble in 
Somaliland unless there is a little more lime to explain the treaty position and 
persuade their people to reconcile themselves peacefully to it. For your own 
information the delegation also stressed the importance of being able to say that 
by pursuing orderly and constitutional methods they have achieved something in 
London. 

4. Please see Minister for Foreign Affairs at once and say that Her Majesty’s 
Government have no intention of going back on the Agreement. But for reasons 
.slated above they feel obliged to ask Ethiopian Government to agree that date of 
hand-over be postponed by sk weeks, if it will help, you should also seek 
immediate audience with Emperor and pm this to him in the form of a personal 
request from me. You should say that t am sincerely convinced that the short delay 
which I have proposed is in his interests as well as ours and that, in any case, 1 
feel that, in view of the long-standing friendship between our two countries and of 
the part w^hich Her Majesty’s Government played in the restoration of Ethiopian 
sovereignly, 1 feel entitled to call upon his help in a matter to which Her Majesty's 
Government attach very great impOTtance. 

5. Please telegraph urgently result of these representations, repeating to 
Hargeisa. I would like reply by February 22 as there are a number of Parliamentary 
Questions for answer on the following day. 


JA 1051 ,'35 f2) 

From Addis Ababa to Foreign Office 
(No. 65. Contidcntial) 

(Telegraphic) February 2L i W. 

Your telegram No. 51—Haud^ 

I have spoken to the Minister for Foreign Affairs as instructed. He expressed 
himself as very shocked that we should make such a request three days before I he 
beginning of the handing-over operation which is to be phased to cover four days. 
We had had ample time lo prepare ourselves and to educate the Somalis. He did 
not think that there was any chance of the Emperor agreeing, but he would consult 
him and let me know, I said that I had mslructions to see the Emperor if necessary. 
I hoped, however, that the Minister for Foreign Affairs could persuade him to make 
this gesture. The Minister for Foreign Affairs was obviously very worried lest 
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this be the thin end of the wedge. He expressed fear that after six weeks we would 
ask for another postponement. I said that I felt sure that this would not be the 
case» but it would help if you can authorise me to inform him categorically that 
in no drcunistances whatever will any further respite be requested. 

2. I also beg that you send me by most imn^ediate telegram [group 
undecypherable ? a] personal message from yourself which I can convey in writing 
to the Emperor, 


JA 1195/1 No. 3 

NOTE ON THE PRESENT STATE OF THE ETHIOPIAN ARMED FORCES 

Mr. Busk iQ Mr. MuemUUm. {Received April 27) 

(No. 32, Confidential) Addi$ Ahaha. 

Sir, April 20, 1955. 

With reference to Mr Ramsden's despatch No, 105 of the 25th of November, 
1953, reporting the publication of an Order establishing a Ministry of National 
Defence, 1 have the honour to submit a note on the present state of the Ethiopian 
armed f^orces which has been prepared by my Military Attache. Lieutenant-Colonel 
T. P. Luckock. 

2. Colonel I.uckock's paper is an interesting summary of the present situation 
which 1 would commend to the attention of the department. It shows that our 
previous assessment of the Ethiopian forces continues to apply; namely, that they 
are adequate for the purposes of maintaining internal security but would be unable 
without substantial outside support to defend the country in the event of a full scale 
attack by a major Power. In spite of the admirable record of the Imperial 
Bodyguard battalion In Korea, where Ethiopian troops fought so well (under 
American divisional command and with American equipment) it is probably true 
to say that in the event of Ethiopia's participating in an international alliance in a 
global war she would have little more than a nominal contribution to make to any 
campaign outside her own territory. 

3. Mention of naval forces Is conspicuously absent. The Department of 
Marine still has no tangible results to show in this respect. 

f have, &c. 

a L BUSK. 


Enclosure 

ETHIOPIAN ARMED FORCES 

1. Although the Ministry of National Defence Order was published as long 
ago as September 1953 no Minister has yet been appointed and until one is I think 
there will be little co-ordination of effort and progress will continue to be rather slow'. 

The Imperial Bodyguard is excluded from the Order and will continue 
presumably to be the Emperor's private army. 

Imperial Bodyguard 

2. 1 feel that the Bodyguard has shown rather less progress over the past year 
than the Army. .Admittedly they have had no foreign advisers now for nearly a 
year, the last Swedish officer having left some seven months ago, and they have not 
had the benefit of the British training which the Army had under the British Military 
Mission in Ethiopia. 

However, they have sent three infantry battalions to Korea and a fourth 
battalion is there now, and with this nucleus of active service experience and with 
the good training which they have had in Korea the Bodyguard should in theory 
be an increasingly efficient force. It is a small reasonably well-balanced and ^If- 
contained force, with better conditions—clothing, equipment, accommodation, 

than the Army, and with more money to spend. 

Yet their discipline seems poor, their drill is very variable, and the turnout of 
the men and the cleanliness of equipment is often deplorable. It seems that 
personnel on return from Korea are quickly allowed to " go to seed," I feel that 
the main cause of this is the rather low standard of many of the Bodyguard 
officers, not so much the more junior ones but the senior ones, many whom seem 
lazy and indifferent. 
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3. During recent months 1 have found the Bodyguard very much more 
co-operative, which is a good sign, and I am doing my best to encourage it. 

Imperial Army 

4. 1 think there has been some quite definite progress in the Army over the 
past year, and that the Military Assistance Advisory Group, now at full strength, 
are doing good work after a rather slow start. Most of the American equipment 
has arrived and this is of course of considerable value. 

The good grounding which the Army had at the hands of the B.M.M.E. has 
kept them in good stead and is still very apparent in all units. Although their 
conditions are not so good as those of the Bodyguard and they have less money 
to spend, I think the discipline in the Army is of a higher standard than that of the 
Bodyguard and that there is a belter relkionship between officer and man. due 
possibly to British influence in past years, 

5. There are, however, four factors which to my mind lend to mitigate against 
progress at the pre,sent lime:^— 

ia] The Army is not well balanced—it has rather loo much infantry and not 
enough supporting arms—and is rather larger than they can realty 
afford. 

The widespread dispersion of units and sub-units all over the country, some 
of them in obscure places where their presence does not seem to be 
necessary. 

They can do no co-ordinated training, they are Seldom visited by 
senior officers of the Ministry of War and of division H.Qs. and are 
left to their own devices for months and years on end and without relief. 

(c) The lack of a regular and co-ordinated training programme, either 
throughout the Army or In divisions. 

I think the main reasons for this are: — 

(i) Inability of commanders and staff officers to organise any 

training above Company level 

(ii) Lack of money, 

(iii) Lack of transport and communicat ions. 

I have no doubt that M.A.A.G. will attend to this problem very shortly. 

ief) The present unpopularity of the Americans and the Ethiopian reluctance to 
be “ Americanised.’" This will no doubt solve itself in due course, 
though at present many senior Ethiopian Army officers are still clinging 
ver\’ tightly to thdr British training, British methods, &c. 

Imperial Air Forte 

6. I do not think the Air force has made any ver>' great progress over the 
past year. Whilst it is no doubt true that Colonel von Rosen has done valuable 
work during his eight years in charge in esiablishtng with a limited budget the bask 
e.ssential organisation (Hying training school ground schools, and a small 
combat force of three squadrons, it seems to me that the Air Force has now reached 
a stage in which little further progress can be expected unless the present aircraft, 
many of which are obsolescent, are replaced. 

7. Another difliculty is, 1 believe, the shortage of trained pilots anti navigators, 
though reasonably trained ground staff are more numerous. After some 18 months 
of training only H pilots were passed out at the Air Force Day at Bishoflu on 
February 22. and some of these may well be directed Into Eihiopian Air Lines, 

8. We know of General Nilsson s proposals for the modernisation of the Air 
Force, such as the introduction of jet aircraft and the construction of suitable 
runways (two or three) for them, and whilst 1 believe his proposals have been 
approved in principle it remains to be seen how much money will be forthcommg 
for these improvements and how many years they take to achieve. 

9. General Nilsson complains of having to deal with Taferra VVo^ and that 
he can never gel an audience with His Imperial Majesty, He says life will continue 
to be difficult until a Minister of Defence is appointed. 

10. The number of trainer planes in the Flying Training School has recently 
been increased by six so, provided sufficient suitable candidates are forthcoming, 

I think the output of trained pilots should increase appreciably during the next 
few years. 
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Another point on the credit side is that the Air Force has recently purchased 
from British stocks a small quantity of practice and operational .^0-inm. amniumtion 
and rockets for their Fairey Fireflies, which up nil now have had nothing with which 
10 be offensive. 

11. I ihink there is a very gocKl spirit in ihc Air Force and Ihal llie 
who run a good show, are popular with the Ethiopians. I am not so sure, ihough, 
that the Swedes are popular with each other, and 1 have gamed the impression 
recently that General Nilsson is not liked particular^ by hiS 
Whilst their relationship seemed cordial enough at lirst, 1 do not think General 
Nilsson and Colonel von Rosen are now on such good terms. 

On the whole I think the Air Force is in a reasonably healthy state and that 
some definite progress will be apparent during the nejti two years or so. 

T. P. LUCKOCK, UeuL-Colonel, 

Milirary Arrache. 
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JA 1016/10 No. 4 

REVIEW OF EVENTS IN ETHIOPIA 19S2-5S 

Mr. Busk fo Mr. MacmiUaif, [Received April 27) 


(No, 27. Confidentiai) Addis Ababay 
Sir, April 16, 1955. 

Three years ago today I attempted in my 
Despatch No, 29 of the 16th of April, 1952, 
to set out a genera] picture of Ethiopia as 
I saw it a few months after my arrivaL It 
seems now lime to assess what progress, 
if any, has been made and I therefore 
have the honour to address to you the 
observations that follow. 

2. My predecessor once compared 
Ethiopia to a somewhat ramshackle vehicle, 
manned by an inexperienced crew. The 
vehicle did not move fast and there was 
some dissension about the direction in 
which it should go. Sir D. Lascelles saw 
no reason for «great anxiety about this, 
because he felt that so dilapidated a 
vehicle might well fall to pieces if urged 
beyond its present safe pace. 

3. The simile still holds good, but t think 
it safe to say that during the last three 
years Ihe condition of the vehicle has 
improved perceptibly; this has permitted an 
increase in speed without overstraining any 
of the component parts. 1 am less happy 
about the course of the vehicle. Its main 
progress is in the right direction, but, to 
change the metaphor, it proceeds not like 
a carrier pigeon but more as a snipe with 
wild and unpredictable jinks and swerves 
and occasional over-long pauses for 
reflection. 

4. Perhaps the most notable thing that 
has struck my staff and myself in our 
journeys through the country is the increase 
in administrative efficiency in the provinces 
and the slow tightening of control from the 
capital, which still further reduces the 
possibility of any provincial uprising. Road 
communications, though still a source of 
complaint and a serious impediment to 
development, have immensely improved; 
during ilie dry season internal air services 
are remarkably good; the telephone system 
is being slowly bettered; many remote 
governors now have wireless communica¬ 
tion; and energetic younger men are being 
sent out to the provinces, whose modem 
training and enthusiasm are already leading 
to improvements; perhaps most important 
of all, taxes are being levied not merely 
on peasants, but on large and mfluenlial 
landowners, who have hitherto paid 


nothing. None of this could have been said 
three years ago during my early tours* 

5. I do not, of course, wish you to form 
too favourable an impression. Corruption 
and peculation still often exist, sometimes 
on Ihe most massive scale; there is 
undoubtedly oppression of subject races by 
the ruling Amhara caste; justice hardly 
exists* Nevertheless a definite advance has 
been made towards stability and integra¬ 
tion, Moreover the speed has been so 
calculated that to my knowledge no 
breakdowns have occurred anywhere. All 
this is important because the early history 
of Ethiopia was of constant revolt in the 
outlying areas and the more recent history 
has been of progress at the centre but 
stagnation in the provinces, it is 
significant, both politically and economi¬ 
cally, that there is now a universal if 
gradual advance and that those in control 
in Addis Ababa clearly realise the 
potentialities of some of the remoter areas. 
1 only wish they could be induced from 
time to lime to travel and sec for them¬ 
selves, instead of summoning governors 
to the capital, where they are kept 
waiting sometimes for weeks in indignant 
frustration before their requests can be 
heard, let alone met. T detect here a 
symptom of over-centralisation, which may 
prove a serious brake on progress in the 
future, when the initial stage has been 
passed and the time for active development 
has come. 

6. Changes at the centre during the last 
three years are more difiicuU to assess, 
partly because we arc closer to them and 
partly because at any given moment there is 
such an impression of confusion that the 
phrase “ bogged down ” often rises to many 
exasperated occidental Ups. Nevertheless 
here* too, progress has been made. Stability' 
and development in the provinces are 
refiected in prosperity in Addis Ababa, 
The future is more assured and 1 have no 
cause to go back on the view expressed in 
my Despatch under reference that there is 
no reason to fear that if the Emperor were 
to die tomorrow the Crown Prince would 
not succeed. The strength of the Solomonic 
tradition, in addition to the absence of 
other candidates, who would have to be 
both ambitious and sure of a following. 
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seems paramount. Incidentally, the Church 
IS showing some signs of waking from its 
agedong lethargy. This in the future would 
aid the prospects of a peaceful succession: 
at the moment it is exemplified by the 
Christian activities we have noted in distant 
areas, hitherto pagan or islamic strongholds 
(Though some were Christian centuries ago). 
The first impact of this revival—if the word 
is not too strong—takes the unfortunate 
form of the curtailment of the activities of 
Christian missionaries of occidental 
denominations. 

7. Evidence of the stability of the 
dynasty is provided from the highest 
source—the Emperor's prolonged absences 
last year in Europe and America, Even 
three years ago 1 doubt very much whether 
he could have contemplated such journeys. 
The '■ Grand Tours " have also shown that 
ihere has been some sort of reconciliation 
between the Emperor and the Crown 
Prince^ who can no longer he accused of 
being a focal point for unrest. Nevertheless 
the Crown Prince does continue to offer 
hope to the young and progressive, wdth 
whom he keeps in close but inconspicuous 
contact. Another beneficial effect of the 
■ Grand Tours'- was that the Crown 
Prince, though, I have no doubt, carefully 
watched, was permitted far greater freedom 
of control than I had anticipated. He 
■' acted " for his father, if not entirely in 
our sense, at least to a considerable degree, 
and he learni much about the elaborate 
juggling with personalities and about how 
to" inirigiie and counterdntrigue; such 
experience U vital to anyone who is to rule 
this strange land. 

8. Below the Court come of course the 
Ministers and here we foreigners encounter 
the actual machinery of government, but 
it is not what we arc accustomed to. In the 
first place even minor decisions have to b^; 
referred to the Emperor, who is his own 

Chief Minister ” (it is rumoured that the 
new constitution will give more power to 
Ministers) and in the .second there is in 
addition to the Cabinet a Council of State 
composed of reactionary old gentlemen, 
who obstruct progress. Nevertheless here, 
loo, progress has been made in the last 
three years, the standard of officials has 
improved slightly and the “ pace of the 
vehiclehas increased. The question of 
foreign advisers is closely connected not 
only with the pace but with the course 
taken by the vehicle. Generally speaking, 
advisers can. like most of us, be divided into 
bad and good. The bad are very bad 


indeed for Ethiopia, bm may do quite 
well for themselves; the good have an 
exceedingly hard time in accomplishing 
anything. Only the best of the good can 
stand the strain (which does not worry the 
bad), but the good are making progress. U 
i.s dilhcult for most of them to realise this, 
because they are being ground up in the 
machine and many incline to the suspicion 
that they are only employed to give a false 
frontage to a machine that 1$ only fayadc. 
It is noticeable, however, over the years that 
the better advisers are helping to lubricate 
the everyday working of the machine and, 
more important still, that their advice is 
occasionally absorbed by Ethiopians 
sufficiently for the general course to be 
aimed, more continuously and with fewer 
divagations, in the right direction. 

9. riie great task facing all honest 
advisers is to persuade Ethiopian Govern¬ 
ment Departments to work together on a 
united and long-term plan. I am myself 
not uncemfident that in the long run this 
dm will be achieved, for the simple reason 
that the best of the ruling class are both 
patriotic and shrewd. Two dilTiculties must 
however be overcome. Their suspicion of 
each other, which, with the consequent 
intrigues, is the biggest single obstacle to 
progress here; secondly their suspicion of 
foreigners, which places demands on us 
that are welt-nigh unbearable. There is 
also the point that there are sometimes 
disagreements between the advisers them¬ 
selves. Incidentally U must be assumed that 
no Ethiopian will eagerly engage an 
Englishman as a permanent adviser. Their 
experience leads them to be suspicious of 
all Great Powers. They therefore prefer 
the representatives of small countries, or 
helter still stateless persons on whom 
pressure can be brought. I am coining to 
think that we need not deplore this. 
Provided our own few British advisers are 
first class, there is something to be said for 
letting others make the mistakes. I should 
add that the Ethiopian Government will 
naturally accept any advisers whose services 
are free. This will not. however, necessarily 
give greater inHuence to the Americans, 
who Jilone can afford such generosity. 

10. The progress to which I have alluded 
in the central government is best illustrated 
economically. During the three years 
ended September 10, 1954, exports have 
risen from £16,295,000 to 04,946,000 and 
imports from £15,973,000 to £22,170.000. 
(The recent slump in coffee prices may halt 
this advance.) Moreover at the same time 
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very considerable disclosed reserves in 
U.S. dollars have been cached away. They 
now amount to U.S. S3S million, not 
counting the substantial currency backing 
all held in gold or foreign securities, I was 
very interested to find that Mr. Eley, who 
headed the United Kingdom Trade Mission 
liere a few months ago^ expressed himself 
as being very satisfied with the economic 
stability of Ethiopia. Though its 
dependence on coffee is recognised, it has 
the resources, internal and external, to 
withstand a considerable crisis in this 
commodity. In the meantime other outlets 
can be developed and 1 feel reasonably 
happy about the future. 

Jl. In this future external relations will 
play their part, Our own great anxiety at 
the moment is over the smooth working of 
the Hand agreement. It is too early to 
discuss this, when all judgment is clouded 
by the inefficiency of most and the ill-will 
of one or two Ethiopians, and by the 
contentious and scheming characteristics of 
the Somalt. All that can now be said is 
that w^e have no cause to be ashamed of 
having tried hard to do our beat for an 
intractable race. Meanwhile we -shall do 
well to give constant study to the implica¬ 
tions of the year 196(1, when Italian 
trusteeship over Somalia ends. The 
problem of the future of this race, 
incoherent but expansionist, vociferous but 
ignorant, may then once again reach the 
forefront of the diplomatic stage. 

12. Another frontier, that with the 
Sudan, will present difficulties in the future, 
which will be alleviated if the Sudan 
chooses complete independence—suspicion 
of Egypt is closely engrained here and not 
ill-founded, as is known to the Department. 
With the Sudan is connected the 
complicated question of the coiurol of the 
waters of the Blue Nile, on which this is not 
the place to enlarge, 

13. The third frontier of major interest 
to us is that with Kenya and here this 
Embassy can 1 think take some legitiniate 
pride in an improvcmerit in relations. 
Nafrohi is a long way away, merely three 
hours by air but ten days by car, and it is 
contact with the earth that counts. 
Officials from Kenya have twice visited 
Addis Ababa and 1 have made the return 
trip four times: If these contacts can be 
continued regularly we shall be all right. 


14. Eritrea could have a separate 
chapter. Here I need only recall, in 
reviewing the three years, that I was rather 
anxious in the spring of 1953 about 
Ethiopian attempts to change Federa¬ 
tioninto “Union." A private talk with 
the Emperor permitted some very plain 
speaking and whether posf or propter hoc 
the agitation died down. During last year 
all was perforce calm, because it was 
inconceivable that anything startling should 
be allowed to occur during His Imperial 
Majesty's prolonged absences. 1 had myself 
been worried Jest the occasion of his 
.lubilee in November 1955 should be taken 
to present him with a “spontaneous and 
unanimous movement “ in favour of union. 
There does not now appear to be time for 
this to be accomplished peacefully before 
the start of the celebrations, though the 
Unionist party will no doubt stage 
“ manifestations of fervent loyally.^ U 
looks therefore as if the next testing period 
wifi be in the autumn of 1956 when a new 
election for the post of Chief Executive is 
due. Al one lime Tedta Bairu appeared to 
have thrown in his lot with the unionists. 
Recemly he appears to have realised that 
he is unlikely to be elected on this platform. 
If he stands for federation, a rival unionist 
candidate will certainly be forthcoming and 
it is as yet far too early to place much 
money on the result. 

15. In general 1 am reasonably content 
with our position here. Economically, it is 
true, we face increased competition, but 
with development proceeding at an 
increased tempo there should be valuable 
opporiunkies which 1 hope can be seized by 
British enterprise. The report of the Trade 
Mission should arouse interest in Ethiopia 
among British firms and open their eyes to 
its potentialities. Politically our relations 
are good and we remain assured of a fund 
of goodwill. In due course, when the 
“ pace of the vehicle'' permits, we shall sign 
what I hope will be a satisfactory' treaty of 
friendship and commerce. 

16. I am sending copies of this Despatch 
to the Governor-General, Khartoum; the 
Governor. Nairobi; the Governor of 
Somaliland; Her Majesty's Consul-General, 
Asmara; Her Majesty's Consul, Harar; and 
Her Majesty’s Consul, Mega. 

1 have, &c. 

D. L. BUSK. 
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JA 1902/1 No, 5 

ETHIOPIA: HEADS OF FOREIGN MISSIONS 
A/r. Bii^k to Mr. Mtjcmiiiati. [Received hdy 6) 


(No. 46. Confidential) Addis Ababa, 

Sir, Junt 22, 1955, 

With reference to my despatch No. 58 of 
June 30, 1954, I have the honour to submit 
a revised report on the Heads of Foreign 
Diplomatic Missions in Ethiopia. 

1 have, &c, 

D. L. BUSK. 


Enclosure 

(Passages marked wiih an asicrisk arc reproduced 
fronai previous rsporis.) 

Aosfria 

Couot Olivier de Rcsscgulcr (Minister)^ who is 
itoidenL in Cairo, his letlcm on May 19. 

and spent abDut three week$ here atterwards. 
He seemed agresablc- 

Btlgiara 

M. Pierre Rocrsch, who has long b«u Chairge 
d'^A^aijres, presemed his letters jls Minister on 
January 12, 1955. He seems as bored as ever here 
and makes no effort whatever to work or be 
fodable. OnmarTied. 

C/echo>lo>Hk>a 

Or. Arnost Kaipisck rMinisler). Presented bis 
fetters on January^ 26, 1955. Resides at Cb^iro. 
The Legation is in charge of a Second Secretary, 
Zdenek Pravda* who is married and speaks French 
and Oermam Pravdi is a young man of the artiitan 
class who does his siolid best to k agreeable socially. 

Dr, Mahmoud e] Chiatj {Ambassador) left on 
Janui^ 1955, and since then the Embassy has 
been in charge of the Counselkir^ Mr. Ibrahim cl 
Dessoufcy Imam, an oleaginous individual who is 
DutwMiidly friendly, Mamed, speaks English and 
French. The Embassy is quite clearly in fact 
bv the Military Attach^, Lieutenani-CDlonel Heliui, 
who haA a record of trouble-making in the Sudan and 
hi rapidly building up a similar reputation here. 

France 

M. Jacques Bayens (Arnha.tt^dor) prcstTited his 
letters as successor to M. Henri Regs on May 21, 
I95S. A earacf diplomat, he was Head of The Press 
Office at the Qual d'Orsay under BidaulL being 
placed rrt r/wp(W«/>(YiYf dueing the Mendfe-France 
administration. Unraarried. 5peak.s fluent English, 
He has so far made on e^ttrcmely good impression 
and is a friendly colleague. 

German Federal Republic 
‘Dr, Hans Bidder (Minister), Presenied his cte- 
denlials on January 23. 1954. Bom IS97. and a 
'^recr diplomat, having spent most of his service 


in the Far East, notably China. (Written in 1954.) 
His rather eceenuic behaviour when be first arrived 
has toned down samewimt. and he is undoubtedly 
working_ hard to intensify the German drive for 
exports in this market and also to sponsor the ap' 
poirumtni of German advisers and technicians. 
Speaks EngU.sh^ 

•His wife, who also speaks English^ is a great 
believer tn the an of conversatioitT which she 
cndcavoun-i to practise with siolid dctermjnatiom 
(Written In 1954.) 

Greece 

The Legation has Eieen raised to Embassy status 
and the new Ambassador, M* Dimitri Pappas, prC' 
sented his letters on De^inber 11, 1954. Speaks 
English, French and German. Was formerly 
Ambassador at Bonn. Married, Bom in 1893 
and a career diplomat who has served in Aunierou^ 
posts in Europe and the Hear East. A friendly 
colleague, but not markedly energetic or effectual. 

treq 

•Mr. AbSayid Najib Al-Rawi (Minister). Pre- 
scrtlcd his crodentiaLs on April 6. 1951. Resides at 
Cairo. (Written in 1954.1 

Italy 

Marchesc Alfonso TaooU di San Prussidortio 
(Ambassador). Presented his crodetiiiaU on 
February 22, 1952. Died on July 4, 1955. 

I^ehonon 

*M. Samy el-Khonry {Minister), who cre-sentect his 
iCEiers in April 1950, is still presumably aecr^ited 
here from Cairo, although he has not appeared here 
for some time. (Written in 1954.) 

Mexico 

•Dt. Victor AEonso Maldonado (Minister). 
Prcsicntod liis credentials on May 4, 1954. Resides 
at Ankara. fWiinen tn )954,) 

Nttiterlnmlv 

Dr. Rainer Maria Heuerburg (Minister). 
Prescriited his tellers on September I, 1954, Bom 
1902, and from 1926 lo 1940 worked for oil 
companies in Bucharest and Paris. From 1941 to 
1944 Served tn London, leaving his wife and 
family tn France, with the Dittch shipping anti trade 
juission and then pined the NclherJands foreign 
service, in which he has served at The Hague. 
Stockholm und Buenos Aires. Murried to a French 
wife. They have a whole string of daughters, pre* 
and post-war vintage, fp superficially pleasant 
enough. 

Hormray 

♦M. Chri^iian P, Rcusch {Minister). Resides In 
Cairo. Prescnlcd his fcttera^ on May 1, 1954. On 
short RcquBintance he seemed a very pleasant 
porson, (Written in 1954.) 

Peraia 

Mr. Hossein Diba (Minister). Presented hts 
crcdeniials on June 9, 1955, Rci>ides at Jedda, 
Smooth ami anxious to please. 


Poland 

M. Jan Drojowski (Minister). Presented his 
letters in January 1952. He was apparently with¬ 
drawn from Cairo, where he resided, in April 1952, 
but hb successor has not yet been here. 


Porliigal 

M. Antonio de Seves (Minister). Pre^.emed his 
letters on September 29, 1954. Resides at Cairo. 


I^pain 

•Sefior don Domingo de la Bareena$ (Minister) has 
apparently been withdrawn and replaced at Cairo, 
where he resided, by the Marques dc Santa Crg^, 
who hasv however, not yet prasented his Letters here 
although he was appointed in March 1953. (Written 
in 1954) 


.Soviet Llflina 

M. Ak.xe] P. Korobochicin (Minister), Prcscnied 
his credentials February 13, 1954. Apparently a 
career diplomat, his last job abroad having been 
Counsellor at Washington. Mixes in society more 
than his predecessor and seems to make a real effort 
lo be amiable, but. like his predecessor, it is 
dou^ul whether he is the opcmiive I-lead of the 
Mission, The actual chief of lhc Mjission is 
probably Smirnov, the Second ,Secretary, Koro- 
bochkin, besides being an expert in Japanese, speaks 
a little English and French, and is married to a wife 
who looks and behaves like a seaside landlady and 
speaks only Russian. 


fiweden 

*M. Eyvind Bratt (Minister). Presented his letters 
on Octeiber 16, 1953, A career diplomat, aged about 
46, hts last post having been the Consulatc-Cicneral 
in Berlin. Speaks good, English but is rather Navy' 
going socially, (Written in 1954.) Makes the best 
of life in Ethiopia with outdoor pursuits like riding 
and shooting. Married (o a good'looking hut less 
stiff wife. She also speaks good English. 


SwitrerhiBd 

M. Andrd Bolssicr (Minister). Presented his 
credcfuials on January 26* 1955. Resides at Cairo. 

L'nitcd Stales 

•Dr. Joseph amon.^Oft (Ambassador). Presented 
his crcdCTUais on Ociobcr 6. 1953, Bom in Minne¬ 
sota, 1904, he is a clergyman of the American 
Lutheran Church, and was apMinted here in 
recognition of his services to the Repubikan Party 
during the presidential dections. His, like so many 
United Slates political appointments, is very dilficuli 
to understaiui. He is hard-working, bnt misdirects 
many of his aetiviiicsi inexperienced, and therefore 
reticent, though ostensiblv friendly. (Written in 
1954.) ^ , . 

•He has, with lime, acquired a very little 
experience in diplomatic behaviour. I think he 
puEzles the Ethiopians, who eontinuc to distrust his 
religious background because they inspect some 
sinister missionary iniTuenoc. Not popular w'ith his 
stair because of his pomposity, nor wdh bis colony 
because he lectures them on a diet of Icrnonade. 
Certainly no fool. The Eihioptars will ootHinue to 
use him as they will anyone bearing gifts, bnt vriih 
wartness. A pleasant and hardworking wife, 
(Written in 1954.) 

Vcneeuela 

Seflor Arturii Lares (Minister). Resides at Beirut 
and presented his letters on May 14. 1954. Speaks 
fluent but almost Lneomprehimsiblc English and on 
short acquaintance scemw one of the most agreeable 
rogues I have met for a long time. There is now a 
Charge d'Affaircs here, M. Owar^abaL, who. with his 
Faris-bom White Russian wife, is the archetype of 
the pleasufC'seeking IdungC'lizard South American 
diplomnt. There is absolutely no work for him 
to do. 

Yugoslavia 

M. Zdenko Stambuk (Minister), who had formerly 
been Charge' d’Affaircs, presented his Iciwfs as 
Minister on Ociobcr 6, 1954, and has recently been 
recalled to Belgrade, This MUsion, which is to be 
raised to Embassy status, is in the charge of the 
First Srscretary (Commercial), M, Mirko Jaksc, a 
Sloycnc, who sp^ks gootl French and is agreeable 
soelially. 
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APPENDIX 


BIOGRAPHICAL NOTES 

NOr 6 

LEADING PERSONALITIES IN ETHIOPIA AND ERITREA 

Mr. Kiliick to Mr* MacmUfm. (Received Augt4StSi } 


(No*59. Confidenlian Addh 
Sir^ Augitsi 22 1 /9J5, 

With reference to Mr, Busk's despatch 
No. 19 ot March 15, and subsequent 
correspondence with the Departinent, I 
have the honour to submh a revised report 
for this year on Ethiopian and Eritrean 
personatities. The large number of new 
appointments which have so far been made 
during this summer have been included, 

I have, &c. 

J. £. KTLLICK. 


Enclosure 

Index 

Ethiopia 

L H.I.M. the Enipcrw Haite Stla-^ie I, 
K,G.. G CB., G,C.M,G.. LL.D.* DCL. 

2. H.l.H* Maridazinaigh Asta Wassan Haile 
Selassie, C,C.V,0.i G.BuE. 

3. H.T.H. Prince Mufconrven Haile Selassie, 
G.C.V.O., Duke of Hanr. 

4- H.l.H. Prince Sahle Selassie. 

5. Ras Abakxi Aragai. 

6. Colonel Abebc Kebede. 

7. Aio Abcbe Reua, G.C.V.O. 

8. Drigadicr-Gcncra! Ahiyye Ababa. 

9. Ras Adafmau. 

10. Ato Akab Worq Habte Wold. 

U, Aio AkJikni Habtc Wold, G.C.V.O. 

\2. Dejizmacti Aniaha Aberra Kassa. 

13, Colonel Asefa Aycnc. 

14 Ato Amdc Mikael Dessalcgne, 

15. Lij Araia Ababa. 

16. Brigadtcr-Gcnera) A,sfatJ Wokle Giorgis. 

17. Dcjazmach Asraie (Madhi a) Kassa. 

18. Bitwaded Andatpichaw (Andargai} Masayi. 

19. Blatta Ayclla Gabre* 

20. Abuna ^silios. 

21. Blatta DawU Ogbagzy. 

22. Dcjazmach Oeredja Makonnnen. 

23. Cojqnel Emanuel Aodont. 

24. Ato Emmanuel Abrahiun. 

25. Bkno Ephiaim Tewolde-Mcdhen, 

26. Ato Gabre Mascal Keflcgzy. 

37. Ato Gabre Wold Inghidawork. 

28. OaraAU Duki. 

29. Ato Gashau ZalLaka. 

30. Ato Oetahun TbSsama. 

it, DeiazMivch Haile Seliissic Gug;^. 

32. Ras Hailu Batau. 

33. Abba Hanna. 

34. Aio Haddis Alemayou. 

35. H.H. Ras tmru Haile Selassie, CB.E, 

36. Lij Imnj Zeltekc. 

37. Lij Indftlkachaw Makounett, C.V.O. 

38. Brigadicr<Geaenit Kabbada Gabre. 
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39. Deja^Lcnach Kabbada Tassama, 

40, H,H. Ras Kassa (Hailu) Darge. G.C.V.O,, 
G,aE. 

4t. FiLaurari Kiile OadL 

42. Colonel Kific Ergetu,^ 

43. Bldtta Ktdanc Mariam, 

44. BsUtmbaras Mahtcnic Selassie Walda Maskal. 

45. Licutenanl^olonel Makonnen Dcjscke, CV.O. 

46. Elelazinach Makonnen Desta. 

47. Ato Makonnen Habic W'oMh 

48. Bitwaded Makonnen tndalkachiw^ O.B.E, 

49. Dejaxmach Mangasha Seyum. 

50. Dejazmech Man^^hi Wubie. 

51. Dejazmach Mesnn Gernocb (Afa Negus). 

52. r>ejqzmaoh Mosfin Silasbi, K.CV.O. 

53. Ato Mcnassa Lemma* 

54. Aio Mcnbetc Yaychirad. 

55* Lij Menclik Yasu. 

56* Lij Mikael Imru, 

57* Brigadicr-Genenil Mered Manga^ha, 

58. Bbtta Merxie Hazen W'alda Kirkes. 

59. Major-Genera] Mulugcta Bulli. 

60. Bitwadod Naga^h iKabbada) Ba7.iabih, 

61. Brigadier-General Negga HaiJe Selassie, 

62. AtP Sereque Berban Gabw Egziabher. 

63. H.H. Ras Seyum Mangasha, K.B.E, 

64. Lieutenant-Colonel Silashi Difabachew. 

65. Fitaurari Tadessc Nagash. 

66. Tsubah Tiizaz Tafara Worn Kidanc Wold, 
K.CV.O. 

67. Fitaurari Tafc^ Habtc Mikael. 

68* Dejazmach Takalc Woldc Hawnriat, 

69. Ato Tskic Rofo, 

70. Colonel Tamirat Yigczu, 

71. Dejazmach Tayye Culuate. 

72. Colonel Tedia Makonnen. 

73. Abuna Theophilos. 

74. Tsahafl Tiizaz Watda OtOrgU Walda Vobaiuus, 
G.CVO, 

75. Blaua Tirfc Shumie. 

76. Colonel Wakjira Senla. 

77. Cokmel Wasan Hailu Kabbada W^agsbum- 

78. Coloficl Walde Selas.^ic Bcrcke. 

79. Colonel Yafcob Gabre Lcul. 

80. Colonel Yasu Manga^ha. 

81. Uj Yilma Dere$sa, 

82. Major Yohauncs Abdu. 

83. Afa Negus Zaude Ayella* 

84. Blaita ^ude Bclaineh. 

85. Aio Zaude Gabre Heywot. 

86. Dcjazinach Zaude Gabre Selassie. 

FoRi:iG>rERS 

87. Albert Henry GaiTcUKOn lAmcrtcanl, 

88. Brigadier-General Chrisiiau Nillson (Swedish), 
89* Count Carl Gustav van RoNen (Swedishl- 

90. W'aiter H. Rozcjl tAjnericanllL 

91. John Hathaway Spencer (American). 

ERlTRtA 

92. Dejach Abniha Tesemma, M.B.E. 

93. Sheikh Ali Redni. 

94. Fitaurari AsTaha W'oldemicael. 
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95. Dc>3£h Bcinf Uliirnchj. 

%, Ato FifjLia tuition HaiL. 

97, A(o Kingoi Abbai. 

93. Dcdjach Hdj^^san Ali. 

99. Aio Ibrahim Sutuin. 

100. A buna Marcos. 

lOL 5hcilch .Mohammtcd Nur B^y Haissan Naib, 

o,ae. 

102. S^leh Ahmed K«ki:ii Pasha. 

101. Mr, Shoa Mcnahcm Joseph. 

E04. D^^jazmach Tcdla Bairu. 

105, ftas Toemma Asberorn, 0,B,E, 

106, .4io Wotdeab Wotdiimariam. 

107, Or. E. Dionisiio. 

103, Monaiignor Marinoni. 

GloiiSAry 

(fl) Tities of military ori^n 1 

Martdazniach: Ancient tick of tJii chiefi of 
Snoa. uo'A' borne by the Crown Prince, 

Rus: Marshal. 'A'hitc it may ^lill have ihls 
meaning in war-time, a closer British esjuiva- 
kot would be Duke “ or Marquis." 
Dcjazmach: .Again a miliLary tide-Ocneral. 

In cii'il life = possibly " Earf." 

Fiuurari: I possibly) "Baron/' (Originally 
_ approriniaitfly i tkgtciianl-Genera!.]i 
Kenyasniach; inferior in rant to Fltaurari; a 
liile usually given to sub govemons in the 
provmoei 

(frl RWijfjjSur uiftl If til's: 

A, buna; ,\rch bishop 
lebege!: Chief Prior 
Abba: Father. 

A fa Negus ; Chi ef JusEiee. 

(c) Civiliiiti 

Bitwoded rliE. ■" beloved ">, roughly equivalent 
to Privy Councillor 
Tphafi Tiizaz: Privy Seal. 

LiJ: Honourable. 

Kantibat Mayor 
Blatta E Dr 

Balanibaras; old Juiuor police title, now given 
10 minor provincial Functionaries, 

Ato: jVIr. 

Woizcrol Lady, 


L 11 J.M. Ihe Empmif llaih? ^tasiie 1. K.G„ G,C 
G.Or.G^ Lf.,D„ D.CJ.. 

Bom in tS9L Ha n the son of the late Raj 
Mdkonnen. (he eniightened Governor of Hafar, who 
was the grandson of Sahlc Selassie, King of Shoa, 
and [huj. a Tirjt cousin to the Emperor Mcnelii, 
Ras Moltonncii uaertnsed COnSiderabtc influeiicc for 
gofti ovCT the latter. The Emperofs wife. Woizero 
Manen, jj a grandayghiitT i.>f King Mikael of Wollo. 
and is thus the stepmev'C of the deposed Ltj Yasu. 
After his father's death in 1907 Ras raffari (as he 
then was) wa.v appointed Governor of Sidamo. After 
the Emperor Menetik's death he was given the 
j^vemorshtp of Harar, which ^Bt he kept until 
1916. After the depsBiiion of Lij Yasu lit that year* 
he was sclcictcd as heir to the throne and Regent. 
The choice is a litUe hard lo imdei^tand, since Ras 
Kassa and Dcijumich Taye art descendants of King 
Sahle Selassie in the senior line, but it is thought 
that the selection, in which the late Fitaurtri Hapta 
Giorgi.v, then Minister of War, had the biggejt say. 
wa.s prompted by the desire to find SCincOne 
immediately at hand who would be pleai^ing to the 
foreign legatioiu arid jrtot too powerful a personality 
in the country, and wht) could thus be kept under 
the control of the big chiefs. 


la S;ptcmber 192S dissension biiween the 
i^ipress and uie Regent became serious enough lor 
ii to be thought at one moment that hosiihuej might 
break out between their respective parties, but the 
was both peaecEuJ and significant. On 
or about 26[h Sepiember the Empress bestowed 
upon Ras laitari the title of King (NegusJ and he 
was crowned King on 1\h October 
Ofl the Empresai ^uditu’s death at the beginning 
of April 1930, King Tatrari Was at once procjjjmcd 
Eniperor and shottiy aficrwardi a.ssumed the title of 
Haile Selassie 1. 

.4i^r his lippoinimcni js Regent In 1916 He 
idcntiiicd himself with ihe cause of progress, but 
during the Empresss lifetime always found himself 
laced with powerful opposition from herself and her 
conservative adherents. NevertJieJcvs, by gradLLally 
sirengthcning his posiiion Opportunity occurred, 
he hid already succeeded in making a beginning with 
refornis even before in the military sphere. He was 
handicapped, of counic, by the embargo placed upon 
the importaiion of armj by the Britkh. French and 
Jialian Coverement-v. Nevertheless, he introduced 
a Belgian Military Mission to surt the training of 
the Ethiopian iriny. created the elements of an air 
serviee, and took in hand the question of the 
country's communications. 

In July 1931 he proclaimed a Constitution and in 
Nov cm bar 1931 he inaugurated the first session of 
Parliamctil, 

He dirotted his ariiiicj and took a personal pan 
in the war with Italy from i:>;tober 1935 until May 
1936. .At the beginning of May, however, following 
on the defeat of hii forces on the northern front, 
he renounced the direction of aiTairs, and on 2nd 
May left Addis .Ababa for Jerusalem, where he wa.s 
given sanctuary. From there he proceeded lo 
England, where he arrived on Jrd June. He visited 
Geneva t^ same momh for the Assembly of the 
League of Nations, but aficrwards remained, with 
the members of his familv and certain faithful 
adherents, in the United Kingdom, 

On lial>’s declaration of war aguinjit Great Britain 
and France in June 1940 the Emperor tmvellcd by 
air to the Sudan, crossed the botidcr into Ethiopia 
at Umm IdU on 21st January, 1941, and re-entered 
Addis Ababa on 5th May, the anniversary- of the 
entry of the Italians into the capital in 1936. 

Since his return his regime has incurred a certain 
unpopularity. .Surrounded by a clique of reaction' 
ary, lielf-seeking and often corrupt Ministers 
he and. more particularly, his famiEv arc by no 
means free from taint. " In 1947 tfiere was an 
unsuccessful plot to remove some of hij more 
obrtcaioiis .Vfini.sters.. notably the Minister of the 
Pent but (he plot which was discovered in July 
1951 was directed primarily against himself. While 
it is certain that the conspirators would not have 
bcen abJe to set up an alternative regime enjoying 
any degroc of public support, the fact remnins that 
the Emperor no longer en^s the unquestioning 
devoEion of all his subjecLs and that he cannot for 
ever s-hehcr behind tlie scfeen of an unpopular 
Government. Fj<cept where his tiwn politieali and 
commereiril iiiEercsts are [hrcutcucd. however, he 
still adetjuatety fuitik the r6le of a benevolent 
de.s^E and appears to be genuinely devoted to the 
welfare and progress of his pevvplc. He has made 
great strides in the promotion of education, so much 
^ is cteating a force which sooner or later 

will in danger of unJermining his n5e]nic! und he 
li Sincerely anslous to develop the economic 
resources of Ethiopia for the benefit of his people 
as Well a.j of himself. His character* in fact, i.s a 
BErange mi sture of good and bad quaJiticj Devoutly 
rdigious. he can behave with nithlcssness on occa¬ 
sion, yet he haj shown remarkable hunianiiy in his 
treaimcnt of those who dcsened to (he enemy during 
the Italian invasion and who have planed against him 


since; at times disinterestedly generous, he is often 
acquisitive to the point of fiipacity; insiinaively 
liberal and progressive, he has s-urTounded himself 
with soma oi me niDsi conservative and opprewpive 
elements in his realm—and these, in time, may prove 
his undoing. 

In the early summer of I9f4 he visited (he United 
States. Canada. Mexico. Yugoslavia and Greece. 
From October 14-16. 1954. be paid a Slate visit it) 
England which was folbwed by a slay of eleven days 
as gucsl of Her Majesty 'h Govemmeiii. He then 
went on to visit France:, the Ncthcflands. 'Wcslcfn 
Germany. Sweden. Norway* Denmark. Swilzerlaml 
and Austria. 

He Speaks French and English with reasonabie 
fluency and oonsklcrablc inaccuracy. 

He "has recently shown himself to be very acces¬ 
sible to the British Embassy and at regular inlervals 
has asked Her Majesty's Ambassador |o see him 
alone instead of tn formal audience at which others 
are presenL This is invaluable w^hen delicate maiier.s 
arc to be discussed and it is an honour not accorded 
as far as is known |o any Other foreign represcnwiiive. 
The influence of the Crown Prince has been most 
helpful m securing this privilege, which must of 
coutw be used sparingly. 

The Emperor das ?ievera) British dccaiiitLOn!;. He 
was given the G,CM.C. on his appointment as heir 
apparent in 1916, the G C-B. during a visit paid 
to England in 1924. the chain of the Roy^l V ic’.Ofiin 
Order on the occasion of the Duke of Gloucester's 
rrtijision to Abyssinia in November 1930* and the 
Garter during his Kiate visit in 1954. He was given 
the degree trf LL.D. at Cambridge in 1924 and that 
of D.CL. at Oxford in 19.54, 


2k ILF.H, MaridojEmach Asfa If nib Sclawb* 

G,C^ .0« 

Crown Prince of Ethiopia. The eldest son of the 
Emperor, born in 1916* at the time of the revolution 
w"hich ended in the dethronement of Lij Yasu. As 
a baby he was kepi for six monihiii at the Brittsh 
Legation to prevent his falling into the hands of Lij 
Yasu. Speaks English and French. He was given 
I he G.C.V.O, on the occasion of the Duke of 
Qlo-Licestcris mission to Ethiopia in November I930x 
In Febniary 1931 he wa,s fomally appointed heir 
apparent and given the ancient ShOan title of 
Maridozmach. together with ibe Provinces of Shoo 
and Wollo (with ihc exception of Ankober). He tCHifc 
over charge of his province with headquarters at 
Desnic in January 1933. 

In December 1931 he went on an official visit to 
Egypt. France* England, Ital^ and Germany to 
return thanks foi the official irussioas rent by those 
Lountries on the occasion of his faihcFs coronation. 
He was absent for (wo and a half months. On his 
return he was married to the widowed daughter of 
Ras Seyoum, who had twii children by her nvarriage 
with the late Dejazmaeh Gabre Selassie- 5;he bore 
him one daughlefr They were later Separa(ed and 
in 1945 his father reluctantly agreed lo a divorce. 
A moTKh bier he married the eldest daughter of 
the laic Dejazniach Ababa Damtaw, by whom he 
has had two daughters and a son, born in 1949* 1950 
and 1953 respectively* The Princess has an 
aitnietivc personality and spcak.s excellent French 
and very fuir English- 

During (he Italo-ElhiopMan War he was in .Addis 
Ababa as rcprescniativc of the Emperor while the 
latter wa,s on the norlhern front, and in May l93d 
accompanied the Emperor to England* where he 
continued his education. He joined the EnviKrcir in 
Khartum and accompanied him over the border into 
Ethiopia in January 1941, He returned to Khartum 
and. after qualifying at the ELhidpian Offieefs' 
Training School, he was commissioned in ihc 
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Ethiopian army. In April 1941 he flew from Roscires 
to Debra Markos lo rejoin the Emperor. In Novem* 
ber 1941. as Tcpfcscniativc ol the Emperor, he 
entered Gcrndar ort its capture from the lialians. 

He was then* while siill remaining Goveraor- 
Gcncral ot WoHo. appointed Acting Governor* 
General of Bigemtiir. relinquishing the lailer poit in 
May 1944 lo Ras Imru (q.v.,). who became Govetnqr- 
Gencral with his beat at Gondar. 

In i947 the Emperor, prompted by doubta as to 
bis attitude towards ihc coupiraiors of that year, 
recalled him to Addis .Ababa, and for ioftie years 
thereafter he was kept under discTcei tupcfvision. 
Neverthetess his position had become ditScult inas¬ 
much as he hid bcoome the natural though, possibly, 
unwilling mllying point of discontented clemenisi and 
ihS.'K probably accounts for (he fad that for some time 
be took, as little part as he could in local poliiios. 

Recently, however* it w-outd seem that ihc 
Emperor’s suspicions have diitiinished and he seenii 
to be playing a more prortiinenl, if still discreet rOIC; 
He has bKti taken into confidence by his father, who 
discusses with him daily the affairs ot slate. 

He is neither a strong character nor particulsirty 
clever, but he is serious-minded and has a reputa¬ 
tion for rcltiiive honesty. .Although himself a fnw 
administrator* he w'ould like lo sec the couuiry 
eftidendy adminisiercd and for that reason would 
welcome an increase of Briiish intlucnce in 
Ethiopia. He is extremely; friendly to the British 
Embassy and alwaya aeccsslbk. He ha.v often helped 
us by acting as an intermediary with the Emperor 
on delicate mailers. He represented ihe Emperor at 
the Coionation of Her Majesty The Oueen. 

X H.l.H, Frinee MakoBiii!« Hailt SchtsMi, Duke of 
Haraf* GXJA'*0. 

Born in t93l, the sceond son of the Erapcior* 
Speaks English and French. He accompanied tlw 
Empress on her visit to Egypt aivd Paksllnc m 
1933 and on his return wa.s made Duke of Hirer* 
During the Italo-Hihiopiao War he accompanied 
his fa (her to the tiorthcm front and went with him 
when he left for England. Confinuing his cducaiion 
in England h* went to Sl Christopher'*, Baih, and 
Wellington College. In June 1940 he accompamed 
the Emporor ic Khartum. He was commisBioiacd 
in the Ethiopian army afrer qualifying as a cadet in 
the Ethiopian Officers' Training School at Soba 
Camp, Kfianum. In Januan^ 1941 crosacd the 
border with the Emperor into Ethiopia He then, 
however, returned (o Khartum lo complete hii 
military ire suing, lit April 1941 he travel!^ by air 
from Roscircs to Debra Markos. there fejoining the 
Emperor* and laicr returned to Harar as G^vemor- 
Grncral of that proiince. In Febnun be was 
married by his parents to Wolxero Sara Girao* grand- 
da u^icr of Ihc laic Djjatmich Abcnra, onc-uniie 
Governor of Raiya, of an old Tigrean family. In 
August 1947 a yan waB born, providing the Emperor 
with his first grandson m the mak line, and a second 
son in January 1950. 

Despite his age he sfill impresses as a fncndly 
and fairly intclligcni schoolboy whose interests Ik 
raihcr in'thingi mcchuniciil and cominercial than in 
the administi^iion of his province* which h largely 
firried out by the Vice-Governor. He (s supposed 
K> be the favourite of his father and is devoted to 
his elder brother the Crown Prince (q.v.L Of a weak 
and immature ehafOCter, he tends to lism on his 
friends of the momem* with uneven results, Kii 
commercial aetivilies, frequently of a none loo 
reputable nature, and more often than not mding 
in failure, have done much to lower his presiigc. 

He has. however, cotuudcroble diarm of maimer 
and has shown him-sclf vc^ approachable lo this 
Embassy. Hr ii happiest when iravelling ab™d. 
He accompanied ihc Emperor on the State visit to 
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EciKland ill Ocsobcr 1954. whcii tie received the 
G.CV.O. 

rhr Princess now speaks sonic Eng^isli but ihe 
is very shy and is s^jdally heavy in the hand. 

4. li.r.llt PrijiCB Stthle SebssJe 

ihc [bird s<iii <jf ihc Hnsreror. 
Educated somewhat haphi/jrdK in Enibnd be 
just succeeded in gcitinj! into Cambridifi; Llniver- 
sity, where he disimgutshed himsiJf mainly bv his 
extravagance. He relumed to Ethiopia in '|951 
but does not seem to have any serious work to do. 
riresponsiblc, iJbmanncred arid unattmciive both 
in appearance rind pcrsdnaifiy. Speaks good Hngfish. 

En Lena ins foreigners occasionally with unexpccied 
aplomb. Is surrounded by a small clique of very 
young and Westem-educated compatriots: these 
appear irresponsible io desrree. He aceom ponied 
the Emperor on the Stau visit to .-Snicnca in 1954. 

5. Ras Ababa .AmgaJ 

Qorii about ]90^i son of .Afanegus Afugat ^tid 
grandson, on his mothef’.s side, of Ris Gohana. one 
of Mcnelifc's generals, hkforc the Italian occupaiion 
he was chief of the Addis .Ababa police. He ne\tf 
submillCiJ to the Italians iinJ was th^- chief patriot 
leader in Shoa. H= uas made “ Ras" bv the 
people and tJiis tide was ccmfirmcd by the Enicy'for 
LipDP. \m enirs' into Addis Abaha. .At that time he 
was also made Governor of Addts Ababa. In 
October 1941 he appointed Governor of Sidanao. 
and in Eebrua^- 1943 was niadc Minister of War. 

Witen rebellion broke out in Tigrai In the autumn 
of 194? he w^as in supreme command of the nvilitary 
opera I ions which suppressed the reiotu with the 
head (Mf the British Military .Misstati lo Ethiopia a.s 
his adviser. J’te showed himself lo be n brave soldier 
and sine kadcr, but lacking any administraiiYe 
qualitiLts. in which he ts not intere^^ied. The 
campaign cip^iscd great weakness in the admini.stra- 
live side of the Emperor^s lerritorial army. 

After ihc suppression of the Tigiai revolt he 
acted as Governor-Genera] of the Province until the 
reappoirnmcfli lo that post of ftas Sevum in 
1947. when he rea.spumed his post as Minister of 
War. In the meantime he had aligned llinuself with 
the Oppo-siiion party but, possibly out of a revulsion 
of loyalty to thr Emperor, turned informer ^:hottly 
after hi^ return to Addis Ababa and liirew in hfs jot 
with W'oldc Ciords, then Minister of ihe Per. His 
reward for so doing was to be raised tn prccudcncc 
over all other Ministers including the Prime MinbEcr. 
fn July 1949 he exchanged his pnrtfoijo as Minister 
of War for that of Minister of [fh; Interior, previously 
held by the \fIiii.sEer of liie Pen. In this capacity he 
played nn important part in the suppression of the 
revolt in Gojiam in In May 1955 be was 

Bppoinied Mifiisicr of National Defence, a post 
created in 1953, hut hiLheno unfilled. 

A dignified and impressive figure, never seen out 
of uniform, his prestige it considerable, particularly 
in the provinces where he wieids a great influence 
with the older genera lion of otficiald. who respect 
him for hts birth and patriot record, even though his 
administrative Abilitv is negligible. He has never set 
font outside Ethiopia and speaks no language olhcf 
than Amharic- 

'fi- ColoDtJ Abebc Kebede 

Bv^rn in 1916 and trained at the Cadet College at 
HoIlciUi. Subsequently served in infantry and' has 
pa^ssed a Stafl course He ha.s had no active serv'Ece 
an Italian interpTCicr in 

He speaks good English and Italian, His present 
appomtment is Director-General ■"O" Branch at 
Ihc Minis^try of Wax. 

He ts fricmlly and co-opcra|ive. and probably 
reasonably efficient 


7, Ato Abebe Retta. G.C,V,0. 

Bom in 190S and educated ai the Swedish Mission 
School in Addis Ababu. He was trained els a 
debicni (fcribel in the Ethicpinn Church. Later ho 
was sent to Scotland and studied at the Bible 
Training JiuttiuEc in Glasgow. He speaks fluent 
English, In 1933 he was n schcwl-ieiicher at the 
Swedish Mission in Addis .Ababa, In 1937 he 
joined the Emperof's household ;it Bath, and in 
November 1943 was appointed counsellor ut the 
Ethiopian Legation in London. He returned to 
Hthiopin in June 1945 and in. February 1946 was 
appointed Vice-Minisicr of Health. Became more 
and more deeply involved in the corruption of that 
Ministry, though the more charitable maintained 
that he was being hoodwinked by his Director* 
General, In thj funinler of 1948 he was appointed 
MS Ethiopian Minister in London, and he proceeded 
to his post in October, Accredited as Minister to 
Norway in May 1949, In October 1949 he presented 
hii letters as Ethidpian Ambassador in London, 
He has little administrative capacity and owes his 
position and any other p;isit[oit he muv fill in the 
future to hi.^ loyally to the Emperor and friendf^hip 
to his family and possibly also to Jik cKcellcnE 
relations with the Kussa family. He has u pleasant 
mjiincT and li not markedly ariCi-foreign or unti- 
Bfiitish. He is unmarried. He received the G.C.V.O. 
m October 1954 during the Entperor's State visit 
to England. He left Lortdori in July 1955 and hai 
not yet received a new po 4 t, 

8, Biigadier^OencxaJ .Abiyye Ababa 

Burn abijut 19|S, the son of Likamuquas .Abubs, 
who rendered great services to the Emperor at the 
battle of Sagale, fought against the deposed Lij Yaiu 
and his father Neguv Mikael of Wollo. Likamaquas 
Ab.vba lost hts life in the battle and .Abiyye has 
therefore always been a protege of the Emperor. 
He was trained at the CJlTlccrs' Training School 
Holatia. He accompanied ihe Emperor to Endand 
m 1936. He returned to the Sudan with the Crown 
Prince in October 1940, entered the OXS,* Khanura, 
and entered Addis Ababa as A,D,0. to the Emperor, 
On Ifith April, 1942. he was married to Rnnccss 
rsuhat. youngcsi daughter of the Emperor, w'ho died 
Appointed Governor trf the Province 
of wdllega, H^'here his administnition was popular 
and eilicient. Relinquished this appointment in 
September 1943 and was attached to the Ministry 
of War, where he acted in easy-going fashion as 
Mimster dunng the □bsence of Rii^ Ababa Aragai 
'i! brigadier-general to command 

\cfi£ * ^'■^‘jsion in Addis Ababa in June 1946. In 
1946 married! the Europcan-educaicd daughter of 
the late Deyaimach Nasibu. former Governor- 
General of Harar and ccunmondcr of tlit southern 
armies against the Italians In 1935. In Juiv 1949 
on the transfer of Ras Ababa to the Ministry of 
The Inlenor, he was appointed Acting Minister of 
War and in 1951 given the substmilive rank of 
Mmister. AccotnpanEcd the Croivn Prince on his 
visit to London for the CoronaTion. A shy. quiet, 
easy-going man, devoted to the Emperor, Sneaks 
good English and French. He has no real 
expertenoe for hts rank or post and is not parlicu* 
lurly intcnasled. His appointment is lareely 
mlitJ^I. owing to his rdaiiouship with the Imperial 
rartttJy. He is not above discreetly lining his 
pocket through army coniracis. He is friendly and 
approuchabie, ^ 

His post Is now redundant as the result of the 
appointment of Ras Abiba (No. 5t as Minister of 
National Defence, and he has just been aopointizd 
Anibas^dor at Paris. 

9. Riu Afl^tTrLsati 

Born about 1380. a relative of the Emperor. At 
one lime Chief of the Imperial Guard and laicr 


Governor of Inacnor and fnaqor (Kambaia t. He was 
always in personal attendance on the Emperor and 
rode at his side. He followed the Emperor to 
Palestine in 1936^ In June 1941) he was j.ummoiJcd 
by the Emperor to Khartum, crossed the border wilh 
him in January 1941 and accompanied him Lo .Addis 
Ababa, In May 1941 he was made Governor of 
Ksmbaia. and in .April 1943 appointed Governor^ 
General of the Province of Sidamo and promoted to 
the rank of '* Ras." In 1955 relinquished his 
Province and became a Crown Counsellor, h 
completely senile. 


10. Xta Akain Worq liable Wald 

Bom in 1903 and educated in Ethiopia, Speaks 
some English and fair French. He is a brother of 
A to MitVonnsn Habte W^old, Minister of Finance, 
and of A(o Aklilou Habte Wold, Minister for 
Foreign AfFalrs., In 1942 he W‘as appoimed Director 
of the Municipality of Addis Ababa and in January 
i945 became Director-Gcncrjl of the Ministry' of the 
Pen. In June 1947 he was appointed Oirector- 
Generul of Education, and in July 1949 promoted to 
Vicc-Minis:cr of Education, the Emperor hintself 
retaining the portfolio of Minister. In May 1955 he 
was given the additional portfolio of Vice-Minister 
for Social .Affairs, a newly-crcalcd post. He has 
neither the innuenec of his brother Mukonnen nor the 
itbiliTy of his brother Akjilou. At one rime he was 
somewhat anti-British and the Britiiph Couneii 
found him unco-opcfalive. But as a result of a 
visii to Ugunda in 1949 he has fiince adopted a much 
more friendly attitude and is approachable. 


IL Alo AklUuu Habte Wold. G.CiA'-O. 

Born in 1908. Brother of Makonnen Habte W'old 
and .Akala W'grq Habte W'old Educated 

at the Mcncllfc &]iool in Addis Ababa, and in 
France, where Iw had some legal traliiiiyg. Speaks 
c.^eel]ent French and enough EnglLh for social 
purposes, Worked For some ycar^t at the Icgaiton in 
Paris, where he ■w-av eharg^^ d'affaires at the linic of 
the German occupation in 1940. Reiuroed to Ethiopia 
in April 1942, Appointed Vice-Minister in the 
Ministry of the Pen in No^'embir 1942, and was on 
almost evsiy commission of enquiry instUuied by the 
Ethiopian Govcmmeal* which speaks well for hi.s 
ability. Appointed Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs 
in October [943, h inieUiBcnu qukk-witted and 
more a nun of the world than most of his colleagues. 
Is gi^ifen greater responsibility by the Emperor thin 
was his predecessor at the Ministry, and he and 
.Mr. Spencer have between tltem made Foreign 
AETaifS the most competent of the Ministries at 
present. 

Since the end of Ihc W'ar he has spent much of 
his lime abroad. In 1945 he went to San Francisco 
as a member of the Ethiopian Delegation and has 
aiieadcd every session of the United Kalions 
General Assembly, The fad that in December 
1950 the latter ^passed a resolution cm Eritrea 
moderalely favourable to Ethiopia h due in large 
measure to his shrewdness and tael, and it was 
doubtkjiS in recognition of his sefv'LCcs in the inier^ 
national sphere that be was given th* subsiamive 
rank of Minister for Foreign /MTairs in July 1949. 
Although a .supporter of the Minister of the Pen. he 
has stcadfasity refused to become embroiled in 
domestic politics. He is one of the few Ministers 
who have any grasp of world affairs and with whom 
it is possible to conduct business on Europian 
lines. Unfortunately, h|s oflicial duties and ill- 
health have in the past kept him away from the 
capital for long periods and his subordinate ofTicials 
do not share his undouhied quatiiies. He is also 
undcubicdly lazy. Was unmarried, but maintain^ 
a discreet liaison with a Frcitch lady long resident in 


Addis .Ababa, whom he is now believed to havu 
married by an Ethiopian Church ceremony. 

He accompanied the Emperor on the State visit 
to England ■in 1954, ■when he received the G.C.V'.O, 

12. Deju^moeh Amaha Abtera Ko-ssa 

Bora in 1926. the son of Dejainuich Aberra 
Kassa, one of (he three sons of Ras Kassa iqxj 
murdered by the lialian!^ in 1936. He is of doubly 
royal lineage, his maternal grandfather being Rai 
Ssvum (ijr.vJ, and is a potential claimanT lo the 
Intperial Throne. 

Educated first in Palestine and later, after a spell 
at the Haile Selassie Secondary School at Addi'S 
Ababa, at Matvem College and Drasenoac Collide. 
Oxford. wh'Sre he graduated in 1951, He returned 
to Ethiopia later that year and in 1952 was given 
the rank of Dojazmach. being appointed at ^e 
same lime an adviser in the Ministry of the Interior 
and Governor of Salile, part oJ Rns Kassas 
hereditary domains. He attended the Geneva Con¬ 
ference in 1954 a(i alteniaie Ethiopian delegate. He 
has rcoeniiy^ becu treated for poliomyelitis in a 
hospital at Oxford. 

A pleasant and friendly youn^ man, who wii] no 
doubt rise to great heights m the future, his 
administrative and other abilities have not vet 
been put to the test. Speaks gcwxl English and 
French and gives promise of being a valuable pro- 
Bfitish clcmenL 

13, Colonel AiteJa Avene 

Born in I91S, Trained at the Cadet Col leas ot 
Holfetta and subsequently served in infantry. He 
has no record of war service and was u civilian in 
1940-41, He is (Iw senior Ethiopian officer with 
the Imperial Ethiopian Air Force, to which he has 
bean seconded for some yetir^ now, and is a com* 
pete ml pilot. 

He sp*;aks both English and French well. Ik has 
a rather shifty manner but this does not realty do 
him justice. Appears to dislike Americans and is 
quite friendly and forlhcoming to ehe Bnli-sh, 

]4i Ato Anidc MikaH Des^aJcftpe 

Bonn, in 1912 and educated at the Mcuelik School 
in Addis ,Ababa. He speaks fluent French and 
Italian and quite good English. Bcfcirc the occupi* 
lion he was a (cachcr in the Imperial household. 
During the occupation he was employed by the 
Italian^ in Their printing and propaganda section, 
and wui ultimately given (hi title of cavalliere, a 
fact he h srilil trying to live down. He continued in 
the same work after the liberation, and in July 1943 
wa,s made Censor of Public E’ntcrtatnmcnts- In 
1945 he was put io charge of the local new^spapers 
fall published by the Press nnd Informnlion Deparl- 
mentj, and he succeeded to the post of Director- 
General when Aio Screqc Berhan was sent to 
Jerusalem in June 1947, Although after early iu 
1948. he W5S under the unoRictal control of Alo 
Makoimen Habte Wold the ituiutnerable 

rcspcnsibiliiks of the latter left him a relsuively 
fret hand in the admintsiratron of hi.'; olScc- In 
March 1951 he was appointed Liaison Officer to the 
British .AdminisiTation in .Asmara in sucecs-sion to 
Colonel Negga He w^s helpful in this post 

and was protninent In the local sports asswiaiion. 
Intelligent and agreeable company. His wife also 
speaks gucKl French, After the transfer of power 
in Eritrea he rcv'cricd lo the MinisiTy of Foreign 
Affairs, was employed on delegations abroad and 
was later transferred lo the Federal Bureau in 
Addis Ababa which deals with Erilroan Affairs 
He has now been appointed Miniskr at Belgrade. 
He is regarded as too pTOgrc-Ssivc by the Emperor, 
hence his relegation to a distant post. He owes his 
promoiion to bis w ife's relation.ship with the Prime 
Minister. 







15+ Li| AraiiA Abd^a 

Bwfl iil: 1906 SAd cducaiied id Elhiopia. A 
distant relative t>f the Emperor. Speaks Eoglib-h 
and French. In 1^33 he accompiinictl the late 
Blattcngeia Hcrui {then Minister for Fortign 
Affairs) to Ja|»rt. In t936 he left Ethiopia and 
went 50 America, tvhetc he rermtned up to the 
beginning of IW3. when he returned to his eottntO' 
and Wds appointed Governor of ft small province to 
the north of Hamr. In June I^S he was appointed 
Dircciof'GcQCfftl of the Custom# and in 1^46 was 
sent to India as head of the Ethiopian commercial 
dcjegftiion. In June 1946 be was apphoifited Vice- 
Minister in the Prime Minisecr's OIScc add in June 
1947 V^cc-Minisier of P 0 SIS+ TcEegraphs and Tele¬ 
phones. In July 1949 he attained ihc subsLinhve 
rank of Minisier. and csrlj in 1950 was Hpiaoinied 
MidUiter of Public Works. Ouiet arid unassuming, 
without any outstanding ijualihcalions. 

He represented the Ethiopian Government during 
Her Majesty The Queen's visit to Uganda in 1954. 

His wife, the widow of Ras Bima. is a sister of the 
Crown Princess. 

16 . Bri^adwT-Gntcra] Asfau Wohf^ Gior^ 

Born in I90:2. educated at the Mcnelik School. 
Addis Ababo+ and at St. C>r, Speaks fair French 
and some English. Was an officer in the Emperor's 
bodyguard. Fought ugainst the ItaiiarLs in Bale 
under Dcja^mach B^yane +Merid and Rus Desta. 
Took refuge in British Somaliland and was 
evacuated to Kenya where he joined the British 
forces until he ininsferred to the Empcror*s body- 
gtmd at Khartum and re-entered Ethiopia from 
there in April 1941. Appointed Vtce-Governor 
nf W'ollo under the Crown Prince, Bftrly in 1943 
was .^rt as Governor to Borana, which he 
administered until May 1946 with a certidn cJUciency 
but no integrity. On oocftSfon could be amicable 
and pleasant to British t)l5cnils. but w^as 
frequently annoying to the Kenya administration 
and the British Consul at Mega over frontier snd 
^bal questions. He suppmr^cd the Guragi revolt 
in 1944, during which he is believed to have given 
orders for the killing in cold bCtiod of some of the 
prisoners. In June 1946 w-js promoted bri^dier- 
generiil and appointed to command the 2nd: Division, 
with hcftdqujLrters ai Dcssic. In April 1947 he 
acted as president of the Ethiopian delegaiinn 
appointed lo discuss modificatjon; of the Kenya- 
Ethiopian boundary. In .April 1948. when "the 
.3rd DivisTOti was formed, with headquarters at 
Harar. he was transferred there as its commander, 
and was ct officio Governor of the Qgaden under the 
Duke of llarar+ He was transferred hack to Dcssie 
a.s Commander of ihe 2nd Division and then was 
Govenwr of Gama-Gofa province until 1955, 

His career In the army was a rapid onc+ tn 
February 1941 he was a plaloon commander in the 
2nd Irregular Battalion under the command of 
Lieutcimnt-CokHicI Curie fm>w Her Majesty's 
L'onsull. who got rid of him for incompcteiKe- He 
is ft heavy drinker and hetonnes somewhat offensive 
in his cups. He is inclined \c be anti-Briti.ih and 
was coosisienily obstructive towards the British 
Miliucy Mission. One of ihe cruder Elhiopian 
personalities. In 1955 was imprisoned, for ft year 
and lined on account of his linftnciuf activitie-V us 
Governor. 

17+ I>eiiL[nuKh Asmfe fMiiilhjal Kn&m 
^ Bom 19|9. Fourth and only surviving son of Ras 
Kftssa fif.v.i, Before the ftalo^Ethlopian War was 
educated at an English mission school. Later 
locompftnicd hii, father and the Emperor 10 Engl!iDd+ 
continued his education. In November 
I94fl he rejoined ihe Emperor in Khartum and was 
commissioned in the Ethiopmm armv after qualifying 
as a cadet m the Ethiopian Officers'*Training School. 


.After the Emperor's rctunn he was made Governor 
of l^lalc Province. In October 1942 he was 
appointed Governor of Gond^r and given the title of 
Dejazniach. A year Itiief he received ihc governor¬ 
ship of Begemdir. In February' 1944 he niarried s 
grand-duughter of the Eoipress. Three months Eater 
was appointed Govcmor-GcncraJ of Wollcga, and 
id June 1946 w« iransferred to be Governor-General 
of Amsii ProvLnw, In both posts he showed htm* 
self a keen and popular administrator. In 1952 
transferred lo Gondar as Govcrnor-Genenil of 
Begeindir Provirwe. Accompanied the Crown 
Prince to London for the Coronation, [s pro- 
British in hi.'i sentiments and hai given praclicat 
demonstration of this by acts of great kindness to 
British visitors to his province. 

IS. Bltw^vd .\Ddarg,aebftw tAndargni) .Mftsavi 
flora about 1902. Was sent lo France hv the 
Emperor for education and later became lirst secre- 
lary at the Ethiopian Legation in Paris. Upon hLs 
rciurii to Ethiopia he was made Ethioptan Consul 
at Jibuti. in which capacity he remained until 1933. 
fn July 1940 he reached Khartum from Cairo and 
was appointed by (he Htnperor ai; liaison oD^'cr at 
the Hihtopian refugee training camp in Khartum. 
In this he was unsuccessful and was transferred to 
the Emperor's personal staff. He accompanied the 
Empefor on his jciurncy through Goijani. When 
Prince Mftkonnen flew to Harar to urideiiakc hEs 
duties there as Governor. Lij Andargai accompanied 
him ftfid was appointed Vtce-Governor. Eariy in 
1942 he was nominated ’ Afs Mashn ” (Mouth of 
the Prince!. 

His relations with the British aiithoriiics in Harar, 
ihou^ unfriendly at first, laier improved. He was 
dismissed from his post in September 1942 at (he 
instance of hts personal enemy Woldc Giorgis (ty.v.) 
for alleged corruption. In' July 1943 he was 
appointed Minister of Ju,stice, and in September 
1944 mairied Princess Tcnanya Worq. the Emperor's 
eldest damidllCf and widow of Ras Dcsta Damtaw, 
exacting thereby a sweet revenge on Woldc Giorgis. 
who had been a rivul and corthdent suitor, fn 
January 1946 was appointed Govcrnoi'^encral of 
Begemdir iTovincc and given the dtff of Bitwaded. 

He was appointed the Emperor's Representative in 
Enirca upon the handover from British Administra¬ 
tion on S^tember I5th+ 1952+ He does not appear 
to be sulEcicnLly experienced for this post, which 
had undoubtedly gone to hh head; he has become 
very regal and inaccessible. He spends s lat^e 
amount of time iiupceiing «hools and similar 
msLiiULions anJ, docs not appear to pay over much 
attention to his more arduous duties. 

He is greatly Inicresicd in the commercial enter¬ 
prises in Eritrea, in which matters he is said to he 
aciing on behalf of the Emperor as well as himself+ 
He likes to be treated with considerable deference 
hut has quite a pleasant personality and professes 
great friendship fw Great Britain. He speaks French 
but very little English, 

19. flbtiJi Ayelk Gabre 

Bora 1895. N^as educated in the Frcrtch Mission 
at Harar and speaks French well. After having been 
success)vcly slaiionmaster at a wavside hah near 
Diredawa, director of the Diredawi customs and 
acting director <i4 the Addis Ababa customs during 
ahset^ in Europe of Aio Gabra Jgriabher 
Francois in 1928, he was uppoitited in March 1929 
to be director of the Municipality of Addis Ababa. 

^ 1932 he was made chief judge of the Special 
Court at Addis Ababa. 

Blfttlft Ayella is a pEca$ani and not unintelligent 
man and ja friendly lo Europeans, He is a devout 
Roman Catholic, He jpeaks cftocHlent Arabic and 
was at one time sent on t mission to the Imam 
Vahia of the Yemen. He submiiied to the Italians 


immediately after the Dccupation of ,Addis nAbftbft 
and was put in charge of the native courts. On 
10th May, 1941. he was appointed by the Emperor 
Minister of Justice. In July 1942 was appointed 
Ethiopian Minister to the C.oun of St. James and 
in MftiX'h 1946 Vicc-Govemor-Gencral of Haror 
Pro Vince. He has .ihown himself co-opemtive with 
Her Majejity's Consul and with the Covernment 
of British Somaliland. 

In May 1955 he was replaced at Hirar by Colonel 
KiHc Ergetu (No. 421 and was once more appointed 
Minister of Justice. 

20. Abuiu Baidltos 

Born about 1883. Before being made Ichege in 
February 1935 .Abba Gabra Giorgis was for two 
years head of the Ethiopian Monastery' in Palestine. 
He ftccompanied the Emperor on his departure from 
Ethiopia in 1936 and remained with him for some 
time it) England, later returning to Fakstin:. In 
J une 1940 b’e joined the Emperor in the Sudan and 
accompanied him throughout the journey from 
Khartum to Addis Ababa. In the absence of a 
constitutionally appointed archbishop. Ichege Gabra 
Giorgis was for more than a year alter the 
Emperor's return acting heud of Che Ethiopian 
Church. In the summer of 1948 agreement was 
reached between the Ethiopian Church and the 
Ffttriftreliate of Alt)iartdria over iheir outstanding, 
differences, and the Ichege was one of the four 
Ethiopian ecclesiastics who in July wem to Egypt 
and were consecrated bishops. He was appointed lo 
the See of Shem and took the name of Abuna 
Basilios. In January 1951 he w-as consccraied 
Arehbi.shnp of Ethiopia in succession to Abuna 
Querillo.'i who died in the autumn of 1951), thus 
becoming the first Ethiopian Primate of the 
Ethiopian Church. 

2L flinttft Dawit Ogbagzy 

Born in I9&7, Educated at the Swedish Mission 
School. Asmara. Tafari Makonnen School, Addis 
Ababa ami the .American University, Beinit, Speaks 
English, French. Iiftlian and Arabic. 

Upon hb return from Beirut in 1930 he w^as made 
Administrator of the Tafari Makonnen School. 
During the Ualo-Ethiopian war he became Secretary 
to the Emperor ami accompanied him to the 
Northern Front. .After the departure of the 
Empenjr, he was imprisoned by the Itftlian.s but 
later released and given work at th? Cmumissariftio 
until the British uccupalion, Ap^nted Director to 
the Governor of Addis Ababa in May 1941, In 
June 1945 he was appointed to be Director of thfe 
Harar Province. In June 1946 he was appointed to 
be Governor of Adwa district and was made maiia. 
In June 1947 he resigned. 

He w:i^ made a member of the EthioEMan Dekga- 
fion to U.N.O. in Scplcmbcr 1949. In September 

1950 he was appointed Ethiopian Minister to Braiii. 
He returned to Ethiopia in June 1952. In July 1952 
he was appointed Vtcc-Minislcr for Foreign Affairs. 
Unwilling to take respimsibility in mailers of great 
importance, but in day-to-day administrative 
questions he has .sliow>ed himself effective and 
pleasant to deal with. Has an abnormally broad 
outlook for an Ethiopian, 

22. Dcju/mach Elerviljn Mftknnnco 

Born 1910, educated in Ethiopia, speaks French 
and Italian. Fought with his father, the late Dcj. 
Makcnnen Demissew, on the northern front, and 
was later impnso-ried in ftaty. In 1944 Wfts made 
Governor of Arjio (Province of Wollega) and in 

1951 promoted to be Governor-General of Wdllcga. 
whence he was transfetred to Shoa in 1954 to be 
Vicc-Govcfnor-Gefttnil In May 1955 transfcxTcd to 
Wollo Province as Vlce-Oovcraor-Gcneral; (the 
Govcraor-General is the Crown Prince), It was 


reported in 1953 that he* wfts considered Icmaliy to 
be " a fairly affable and relatively harmless individual 
without any great organi^^ing ability," 

23, Cokwet Emanuel Andom 

Bom in 1920. trained at Cndci Colleges. Kharuim 
and HoiletEft. and subsequently served in infantry. 
He has had no active service esperience and was a 
refugee in Khartum in 1940-41. He passed the 
Suifl College. Camberl^. course in 194S, and 
commanded the first Hthiopkin contingent in Korea, 
but was recalled before seeing any active service. 

He is u very Westernised, intelligent miin. but a 
rather weak character, who undoubtedly has a 
future if he ron koep out of [rouble. He speaks 
English, French and Arabic fiuently- 

24. A to Eirtmanutl .Abraham 

Boro in 1913 at Lckcmii of Girlk parents, 
educated at the Tftfftri Makonnen Schwl, Addis 
Ababa, Speaks ffueni English and fair French. 
HeadmasEer of a large Government school at Asba 
Tjfarr. directed by Dr. Martin. In 1935 he a&rotn- 
panied Dr. Martin to London and worked as private 
secretary in the legation. Returned to Ethiopia in 
August 1943 and was appointed Director-Ccneral of 
the Ministry of Foreign .Affaire in November and 
then in May 1944 transferred lo the Ministry' of 
Education, where he brsame DirectorAJencral and 
acting head, Member of the Ethiopian delegation 
to San FranCiScO’ in 1945. 

In June 1947 he was removed from the .Ministry 
of Education largely because, as an evangelipl 
Proicatanl. his educational policy was regarded with 
difavour by the Coptic Church, He was unem¬ 
ployed until March 1949 when he was appointed 
Mimsier to India, tn May 1952 he was appointed 
ambassador at Rome. 

Quid and unambitious, he hfts a pleasant per¬ 
sonality and avoids political inirigue. 

ZS, BLitta EphRum TewokJT-^IedbeB 

An Eriircarii, bom about 1902. Educated at the 
Swedish Mission School. Asmara, and the American 
University of Beirut. Speaks Eoglish. French. 
Italian and Arabic. Was a school-teacher in .Asman. 
■Administrator of the Tafari Makonnen Sdiool from 
its foundation. AppoiniDd to be Ethiopian Consul 
in Paris, 1928, Later sent to London, where he was 
chargJ d'affaires for several years. Ethiopian dek- 
gate to itie League of Nuiions several times. Was 
in England during the Italo-Eihiopian War and 
fcmained there aTter the Italian occup^ation of 
EihiofMa. and when the Empcfor went to London, 
Ato Ephraim was with iho Emperor for a time. 
Later he went to France and was llierc when the 
Germans took Paris. Managed to get away and 
relumed to Ethiopia in September 1942, his lirst 
viiit since 1923. Appointed to be Vice-Minislcr for 
Foreign Affairs with Ihc title of Btatia in Novembef 
1942. 

In October 1943 appointed Ethiopian Mmislcf at 
Washington, and in ^picmbar 1945 was minsferred 
to London, He was replaced by Ato Ababa Rct^ 
in 1948. and Joined the Ethiopian delegation to IM 
United Nations General Assembly held in Paris in 
the autumn of that vear, and in ilie spring and 
autumn of 1949 in New York, In July 1949 be was 
given the portfolio of Sfiriister of Agriculture, umich 
he relingutshcd on becoming Ambassador at Pans 

In both his minisicriol appohOtnienis he has shown 
himself to be obstinate, conceited and incompetent, 
but socially he is affable and a good oonversattonahst 

26. Ato Gahre Mascsl Kefleg^y 

Born in 1915 and educated ai the Swedish 
Mission School, and later at the Taffari Makonnen 
School at Addis Ababa. During the Ttaiian occupa¬ 
tion was employed at the Addis Ababa branch of 







Ihc B^fico di Roina. Served in variaui CQt;^cni- 
itkcm depmijnents from \94i when be 

been me DirecEor'GeiMral of the Amerrieun tlcpurt- 
mem of the Vfinistfy of Foreign Was a 

raeEnbcf of tht Elhiopian Delegation lo the United 
Nationf^ frotn 1947 lo i949. From Oelober 1952 to 
May 1954 be Ethiopian Mtntsicr at New f^lhi, 
and then Minister ai ^ockhoim. Jn August 1954 
was recalled and appointed V'iice'Minister in charg.c 
of port adminJsiratJon in the Minisiry of Defence. 

27. A to Cabn; Wcjfdl fn<;hidawoTk 
Bom in J905 arul educated in Ethiopia. Bi^fafe 
the Italian occupaiion he wai a ckrk in the Ministry 
of I he Pen. After 1^42 held two unimportaTii posts 
and then in 1945 was appointed Director-General of 
Land Revenue, In (947 imnsfened [O be EHrector- 
Gencral of the Ministry of the Pen. find in May 1955 
promoted \'ice-Minisier in this Department. A 
hitbci‘:o obsciiirie oniciiiT, he is well acquainted wjih 
the ins and outs of his Ministry, in which he has 
wrved so loiiii. and which a very inlluenUa] one, 
bcinp responsible for irdnlirniEting the Emperor's 
inv'rucilcms, often oral oticfi, to other Departments, 

2^. Di.'jarnijich Gamsu Dukt 

Bora about 11:1.92 of Oalla parents. Before the 
Italian occupation he held an obscure post in the 
Crown PritKe's household. From 1923 until the 
amvil of British troops in the Jimrtia area in 1940 
he led a scries of attacks against The ftahaos in 
south-western Lthiopia and was the acknow'ledged 
kader of ti large band of patriots. He was given his 
present title in reward fot his services and in 1944 
was made Goverrvor-General of Gamu-Gofa 
Province, and in 1952 was transferred Si> llEubabor, 
He is believed to have been imtruTncnial in dis¬ 
covering the plot against the Emperor's fife which 
came eo light in July 1951, hyt bis revelations were 
pos^bly dictated lesi by kn^aky to his sovereign than 
by hiv desire to elimi^U! a rival opposition party* 
In 1952 he was absent from his province for nearly 
a year and was involv^cd in a number of lawsuits 
wiih Govern men [ depurtments w hich had 
questioned his use of public funds, 

A man of virtuaUji no education but of consider¬ 
able chiirm, he is a britlianE leader of men but a 
poor, though cnergcTic. administrator. His failure 
to contro] the unruly tribes Iii Gamu-Gofa caused 
grave concern to the Kenya nuthoriiies. He slaned 
u'cll in Jlububor, but kiicst reports indicate that lie 
has fallen victim to the provincial habits of 
administrative corruption. He speaks no European 
language. 

29. Afo Cashau ZAllftka 

Ikira 1910. Educaicd at the Tafari Makonneii 
School, Addis Ababa* and subsequently at The 
Mission Laique Fran^isc at Beirut and finally in 
Paris. He returned to Ethiopii in 1925 but left for 
Jihouti immediateK' prior to the Italian invasion. 
He relumed in Ethiopia in August 1941 os a 
private soldier in the Britisli forces with the 2nd 
Erregiibrs, Holds 1929-45 and Africa Stars. He 
worked for a time a*s interpreter w.ith the Free 
French forces. In 1942 he became f>irBc!or- 
Gcneral of the Ministry of Commerce and Industry 
and in 1942 was iran'^ifcnred to the Ministry of 
Fdiicaiion, again in the capacity of Director^JencraL 
fn 1944 he became Direcfor-Gcncral of ihc Ministry 
of Foreign Affairs* In 1946 he was sent la Cairo as 
First Sccrcinry of the Ethiopian Legation, a position 
which he held for two years, and for a constdcrabic 
period was in charge of ihe Mission. From I94B to 
1950 he was in charge cf the Ethiopian Legation at 
Siockholni and in ^picmber 1950 w’a,‘i Appointed 
Ethiopian Minister at Venaucla. In 1952 became 
\fjnivlcr at .MoscoW where he still is. 


30, .Ato Gefftbaa Tassama 

Bora in f9|0. Educated at the Mcnelik School 
and at the American University at Beirut. Served 
in the police for nearly one year ^fore the Italian 
invasion after whkh he esca^ to Khartoum. He 
served under Brigadier Sandford and rc-cnicred 
Ethiopia in 1940 through Goijani. In 1941 he became 
Director-General of the Ministry of the Pen and in 
1942 was transfernfd to the Ministry of the Interior 
where he was appoiincd Dirertor-Ceneral qf 
.Administrative Services. In “^Jetober 1943 he was 
appointed First Secretary of the Ethiopian Legation 
in Wa^shington. He returned to Elhiopia in January 
1949 and. in July 1949 became the Vicc-MinEstcr of 
Commerce and Industry, in which capacity he has 
^iIlCe shown his hcKstility to the American-conlrolted 
Imperial Highways authority by cncoumgiDg la tour 
agitation in its camps. 

Well educated by Hdiiopian standards* he iipcaks 
fluent English* French. TtaUan and Arabic, He is 
capable, by Ethiopian standards honest and an 
adherent of the young progressive group headed by 
Lij ViJnui Dertssa until lately his immediate 
superior. He was til one time niarried To a daughter 
of Dr, Manin, the former Minister for Foreign 
Alf:iiirs, who died, and has sinec married again. 
Since the transfer of Lij Vilma he has been acting 
Minister of Commerce and Indu-Stry and has shown 
himself helpful if not pankmlarly 'effeeJive. He is 
progressive and could no doubt do marc if not 
handicapped by reactionaries, 

31, Dejazmnch .Sclns^iu Gugsa 

fjoim in 1907. Son of Ra s Gugsa Arata a ltd great- 
grandson of the Empenur Johannes, Married in 1931 
the Emperors second daughTcr* Princess 
^orq, who died seven months after her marriage, 
hiadc Governor of Macallc after hrs father's death 
in 1932* De.wned to the Italians in 1935. hoisted 
the Tialtan nag over Macalle and provided the enemy 
with military secrcis. Rewarded by the Iiaiians 
with tlie rank of Ras and Governorship of Tigrai* 
Continued lo collabomtc wKh Them during their 
occupation of Ethiopia, 

On the arrival of British troops in Tlgrat in 1941, 
he soughc the safety of British proiection and was 
entrusted wlih the administratfon of Ea.stera Tigrai* 
but Dilfd to to of any assistance and wa.v suspended 
from bis functions. In May (941 he sent a oongraiu- 
latory telegram lo the Emperor on the occasion of 
his restoration and the Utoration of Ethiopia, The 
Empemr then conveyed hi.s desire to the British 
autnorities that Dejazmach Haile Selassie should be 
sent to .Addis Abab^ to stand trial. But it was 
decided by His Majesty''^ Government ihat. In view 
of hi.t unwillingnens to return to Addis Ababa and 
certain minor political coniidcrations at the time, he 
should not return but inslead should be sent xvith a 
few personal retainers to the Scyehelfcs. there to 
reioain ificotuunkedo until the end of the war, 
Towards the end of 1945 the Emperor again pressed 
Strongly for his return to Eihiopia for trial, and 
His Majesty's Government agreed after some dis¬ 
cussion to hand him over in due course, 

He and his family were delivered to the Ethiopian 
Government in September 1946. After a trial heforc 
ten E-lhiopian ^and two European judges, which was 
generally considered to have been fair* and In which 
he was given every opportunity to defend himself* 
he was, condemned lo death. He appealed to the 
Emperor for clemency: and although, so far as is 
known* the Emf^for has not pronounced a decision* 
^e sentence has sdll not been carried out and ho 
is believed to remain in custody at Gore, 

32, Ra^ Hailu Bnlau 

Bom about IS37, the grandson of King Takta 
Kajmanot of Gojjarn and nephew of Ras Haifu Takk 
Haimanot. He is a herediiaty' chief of the Amhara 


Saint district cast of the Blue Nile, Until the 
lime of the Emperor's return from exile Lij Hailu 
gained no prominence, living ouietly on his estates. 
Hg never subiniiicd it> the Iialians. and was for 
some time living in a cave in the Inubse k'alky. 
When contacted by the secret mission, under 
Brigadier Sandford he agreed to co-o^raic and 
attacked the lulians at Mota and Kefo, driving back 
Ras Hailu Takla Haimanot to Debra Morkos, and 
in March 1942 he was appointed Goveraor-Genctal 
of the Provitice of Goijam and raised to the rank of 
“ Ras.” Retired in I94(i and lived quietly in Addis 
Abibi, someiiaies performing die duties of a Crown 
Q>iindl3or. Reappointed as Governor-General of 
Gcjjam in Januarv 1951. 

A feudal chieftain, owing his position to the 
prestige of hk dcbcent. 

33, Abba Haniut 

Born in 1895* A priest of quiet boating and a^ik 
Appearance w^ho has long been the trusted coniidani 
of the Emperor and the Imperial Family. Was m 
charge of the imprisoned Lij Yasu in Harar Previse 
(until the lalier died at the end of 1935). He reached 
Khartum w'ith the Crown Prince in October 1940, 
accompanied the EmiKror through Cojjam and is 
now With him in .Addis .Ababa. 

He exercise!! consideribly more influence tlian 
is apparent, is cofifidered by bome to be the 
fftritwnce frixe of the Palate and roaitiuim an office 
in its grounds. Speaks French. 

34* Ato llarddB .Alcniayou , 

Bom in 1910. Educated at the Swedish Mission 
Schocil* Addis Ababa* and Tafari Makonnen Scbooi, 
Addis Ababa- Speaks English, Italian and sonw 

French. , 

Was a school-teacher at the Swedish Mission 
School, Addis Ababa, in 1932. Later he wa't vent 
to Debra Markos and worked in the Treaaurv when 
Ras Imru was Governor of Gojjkini, In ihe JUilo- 
Ethiopian War he followed Ras Imru's forces lo 
the Northern Front In December 1936 he was 
captured bv the Italians and was sent lo Italy with 
Ras Imru.’ where he w^us imprisoned up to 1943. 
In 1943 the British Army found him in Calabria, 
Italy, with other Ethiopian prisoners, and he WM 
then released and sent lo Addis Ababa. On his 
return lo Ethiopia he was employed at the Press 
and Propaganda Office. In October 1944 he was 
transferred lo the Ministry of Foreign Alfairs. In 
April 1945 appointed to be Ethiopian Consul in 
Jerusalem. In May 1947 he wav sent to America 
to be Secretary of the Ethiopian Legarion in Wa^h- 
ingion. He returned to Ethiopia in September 1950 
and was made Director-General of Press and 
Information at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs In 
July 1952 he was appointed Vice-Minister for 
Foreign Adairs, He deals with American affairs and 
the Uni led Stales EmbasAy find him very obstinate 
and obstrtictive He Is now on this Embassy's black¬ 
list Eocially O-V 3 result of quite unforgivable 
behaviouj in accepting invitaiions and failing to turn 
up. without even the courtesy of subsequent excuse. 

SS. Kas Imrii HaiW SehtvsRv C,B,E, 

Bom about 1894. Son of Dejazmach I laik Selassie 
and cousin of the Emperor, of whom he is a faithful 
supporter. As Deputy Governor of Harat Province, 
he proved a popular and efficient administrator and 
a sincere collators lor with the autlioritres in British 
Somaliland. In October 1929 he was apixiixitcd 
Deputy Governor of Wollo with full powers to deal 
w^iih the slave traffic passing through tiiat province 
cn Mtiif lo Ihe coast. In January 1931 the heir 
apparent* Prince Asfa Wossen, was made rwcriord 
of the Province of ^^'o!1o, but Ocjazmach Imru was 
left av Governor under the young prince and made 
the chief officer in the latter's houTMthold. In the 
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summer of 1932 he ntade "a trip to Europe, and on 
his return took over the Province of Gojjam, of which 
Ras Hailu bad been dispossessed. At the same time 
he was made a Ras. 

Commanded the western flank of the Ethiopian 
armies in Shire, RelreiteJ with Dejazmach Ayelcu 
after the battle of Sclaclaca in cariy March and 
reached Debra Markos, irapilal of his Province of 
Go]jam, at the end of April Early in May moved 
towards .Addis .Abaha to help in its defence* but 
(urneJ west when he heard of me Italian occapalion. 
Reached Gore in June and assisted in w'ork of Pro¬ 
visional Government of the west there, ts vaid 
to have been made Minister of War by die exiled 
Emperor. .At one time thought of retiring to 
Uganda, hut ev^eoiually deddeJ lo iistht, Sur¬ 
rendered in Kalfa in December. Was brought to 
Addis Ababa early in Januaiy and was sent to Italy* 

He relumed iCi Ethiopia in October 1943 after 
being jcicued hv the .AIHe’. In dicir invasion of 
souihcm Italy, 'in May 1944 he was appolniod 
Governor-General of Begemdir, and in January 1946 
was m^dp Ethiopian Minister in Washington. He 
became Ambassador in August 1949* and left in 
June (953. In June l'9?4 W.1S iippointcJ Ambas- 
sador at New Delhi. 

Raj Imru is a i|ttiet. courteous and kindly man* 
a model of domestic virtue and perhaps the ncarcsi 
approach to an honcsi Eihii;>pian that the country 
possesses. He has lost considerablfi prestige since his 
return amd is reputed to hold disuncily Left-wing 
views* Leads a quiet family life but becanW a 
CO-between for disconieTTiicd persons with the 
Emperor, This led to hiv falling out of favour with 
the Emperor and to his appoinlnlieni lO New Delhi, 
Tbis is eqiuvalent to political exile* 

36 , Ll| tmnj Zelleke 

Born in 1922 and educated in France and 
Switzerland. During the Italian occupation he was 
imprisoned with hii moihcr for iwci years. On his 
release ht worked for some lime at the Italian 
Political Office, in 1941 he wa,M given a job in the 
Ministrv of Finance and in 1943 became secretary 
to the Duke of Harar, He served in the Mjnistry of 
Public Health from 1943 to 1945. when he joined 
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and went to London 
as sccrelarv to the Ethiopian Delegation to the 
United Natians. In 1946 he was sccrctarj^ lo the 
Ethiopian Delegation at the Peace Confdrenec in 
Paris. After a spell a,s Ethiopian Charpi d"Affaire 
in Siockholm in 1947. he again served as socrclary 
to the Ethiopian Delegation to the General Assembly 
194S. 1949 and 1950. On his return lo Ethiopia 
at the end of the latter year he became Chief of 
Protocol, an appointment which he disliked and 
which he relinquished in June 1952 lo become head 
of the European Department. During che winter 
1952-53 he was again Head of Protocol. In 1953 
transferred to the Ethiopian Embassy ai Paris as 
Char^ dl^ffiircs witJi the rank of Counsellor and 
in 1954 wail appointed tirsl Ethiopian Minister at 

He speaks c.x«ll.ent English and French and ts 
probablv tto most cosmopolitan and socially gifted 
of all ihc younger Ethiopian nfficiak Possessed 
of more than average inteUlgcnce* he is fortunate in 
having married in 1950 the younger daughter of ihe 
late Dejazmach Nasibu. one of the few Ethiopian 
vi^omen with whom social intercounsc is at all 
possible* 

37, l.lj IndalkarhAw Mukn^iiieii. C*V*1>* 

Born in 1937* the son of Bidwaded Makonnen 
Indalkachew, the Prime Minister fqi.v.), by a former 
marriage. Educated firs! at ft Seventh Day AJvcnlisi 
Mission school near Addis .Ababa. In 1944 he was 
sent to England where he had a private tutor and 
later went to school. After n spell at University 
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College, E.'^cter. he wem to Oriel College. Oxford* 
where he groduated m l!?5L On hlj return lo 
Ethiopia he joined iJie Mini:ilr> of Foreign Alfair$ 
and in I‘^52 was nmJc Chief of Protocol and bead 
of ihc Middle East Dcpartineat. 

Ouilc inlelligcnt and at first isgiu friendly. Speaks 
good English and Frendi. Appears to has’e rather 
an unconlrollablc icjnpts.-. which has produced serious 
incidents with Heads of Missions, who rightly com¬ 
plain of h}& unhelpfulncis and rudeness. 

He accompanied the Emperor on all his iroveh 
during 1^54. and during the Sute vi.sit lc> Engrnd 
was givi^n the C.V.O. 

38. BrijSadler^Ceneoil Kuhbada 

Bom 1^13. educated at Tafari Makonn.cn School 
and at Military SehooF, Holetla. Speaki^ French 
and English. A refugee in the Sudan during the 
halian occupation, he was after the liberjtion sent 
to Harar as representative of the Ministry of War 
from 1942 Id 1944, when he bicnmc Secretary- 
Geniiral at the Minisiiy In 1949 w'ji Governor of 
the tai^c sub^Prcwince of Bale and in April 1951 
commanded the first Ethiopian contingjoi to ser^-e in 
Korea. On return he becime the Emperor's Vice- 
Repre^ntativf at .A^sab. where he had some friction 
with the Uitwoded Andargci Masai. In August 1955 
w ji appointiil Governor of (he Ogaden. 

Outwardly friendly, he sulFers like so muty 
Eihiopiins from a sense of inferiority which makes 
him ohstinane ai times. Gui he wiH probabh be a 
greiii improvement over General Ncgca m hin 
dealings with the British liaison organisaiion in the 
grazing areas. 

Married to a daughter of a formerr Mayor of 
Addi.s whos; semi w'ere all tided in the Grailafti 
m^siiiCfcs^ he enjoys for this reason favour At the 
Pi Iacc. 

39, Dcja/niflch Kabliadu Tav^nnut 

Born about 1903 and brought up in the puiace, 
he was at one time Court Chamberlain and laler 
Ethiopian Consul in Jenrsakni. After the ImJo- 
Ethiopian War he fallowed the fimperor into c-^ile. 
In July 1940 he iravelled to Khartum from Palestine 
and joined the secret missicui under Brigadier 
SaiidfofxJ, acting as representative of the EmpCA^f- 
He is said to have Iwn an indefatigable worker 
and a very loyal sirvani of the Emperor. He accom¬ 
panied the Emperor to Addis Ababa and WAj 
appointed Governor of the Province of Waila^. fn 
April 1942 he was made Governor of .Addis Ababa, 
in which post he showed himself reasctnahly eHlcicnt 
and keen on much-noediQd reforms. In June I94& 
was appointed Governor-Genera! of Oojjam Province 
and was made Dcia^macli. From January 1951 he 
was President of the Chamber of Deputies until 
bring Appointed Goiemor of .Addis Ababa in 1954. 
In May 1955 was made Vicc-Govemor-Ocnera.1 of 
Shoa Province fthc Empeitor is the Oovernor- 
Oeneral). 

4(1. H,li. Rav Kassa iHailul Hivge, G.C*V.O- G.B.E, 
Born about 188f. Ras Kassa is the great-grandson 
of King Sable Selassie and the grandson of Ras 
Darge. who was imprisoned by King Theodore and 
relcAscd by Lord Mapier ai Magdala. Me vi-as 
Governor of the Proviiict-s of Salalie. Borana. Gondar 
and Begcmdir* and spent nnwi of hii rime at his 
provincial iiapital, Fiche, then two days' journey 
from Addts Ababa. He held Lij Yasu in custody 
at Fiehc until he ef^ped in May 1932. 

After the defeat and death (A Ras Gugsa ^'ollie 
in Much E930 Ras Kassa was given the latter's 
dominions, i.e., the Provinces of Gondar and 
Bflgcmdir. 

He represented Ethiopia at the corona Lion of 
King George V. when be was made G.CA'.O,. and 
his admimtion for England and the English is 
genuine. 


Oa the occasion, of King TaffarPs 1928 coronation 
Ras Kassi received the title of “Highness," a title 
to which he can properly lay daim in virtue of hb 
Royal descenL 

Commander-in-chief of the Ethiopian armies in 
The north under the Emperor. Retreated with Ra^ 
Seyum after second battle of Tembien at the end 
of February and |oined the Emperor at Ooram on 
19th March, Took part in Battk of \T.ii Cnio 31st 
March. Accompanied the Emperor to AdiJi?i Ababa 
and thence to England. He reriiaired with the 
Emperor Ihroughout hij ctile in England and later 
joined him in Khartum from Palestine in January 
1941 and accompanied him across the border into 
Ethiopia, through Oojjani. as far as Ftchc, and 
cominanded the Patriot forces at the three-dav 
Ilittfe of .Ajcbar (iuns 1941). 

Thrcc of his sons were murdered by the Italians. 
Hii only iturviving son, Dcjazniach Asrate ( Madhiitj 
Knssa tfl.r.), is Governor-General of the Province of 
Ecgcrrulir. 

Kc has considerable charm of nvinner, is devout 
and religidu:^, and anxious (o promote the spiritual 
welfare of his fellow-countrymen. At the same time 
he has a reputation for meanniess. He is now living 
qutetty in .Addis Ababa and is the senior member of 
I he Cn>wn Council. He is very accessible lo ihs 
British Embassy and a useful indirect channel of 
contmunlcu(km to the Emperor. 

4 E, pit 4 Qrari KlRe Pad] 

Bom in 1907 and educated at Ihe Tafirt 
Makonnen School at Addis Ababa. Speaks French 
and some English. He began his career uj Director 
of Customs at Asba Tafari under Dr. Martin. 
Shortly after ihe lialiin invasion be escaped to 
Kenya wbwe he taught in the refugee camp. Jn 
1941 he joined the Emperor in Gojjam and on hU 
return to Addis Abab.-i wis appoinied Gov'omor of 
the Cfiercher Province. Early in 1942 he became 
Director-General of ihc Ministry' of the interior 
and at the end of the year was made Director of 
the Tigrai under Ras .Seyum. .After serving in two 
minor govc[norshjp& he bccanve Director ck the 
Wollo Province in 1946 He iv^miincd in this poit 
until 1950, wben he was appointed Vice-Prtssidenl 
ctf the Senate. In 1951 he was made A'ice-Minister 
of the Interior in charge of administrative matteni. 
a post which he rclinqu'vhcd in May 1955. 

He is an efficient admiiiiistrAior' and honest by 
Elhioptan standards^ He has a pleasant manner 
hut is. very' hardworking and does not mis much 
socially. 

42. Cnluacl KiQe Fr^jetu 

Born in 1909. Educated in Addis Ababa and at 
St, Cyr. ispeaks French And Italian. In I9J3 
returned from France and was made colonel in the 
Imf^rial Guard. Fought on the northern front 
again,the Iialiarui, and, on the Italian occupation 
of ihc capital, obiaincd sanciiuiry in the jAnane!;c 
Legation, where he stayed for five years. At the 
end of 1941 sent to Jimma as bead of the police and 
in July 1942 became Dinccior-Gdicral of public 
Security. From .August 1943 held the appointment 
of General Secretary u> the Ministry of War. but 
reverted to Difcclor-Cicnefal of Public Security in 
January J944, Tn 1946 was appointed Ethiopian 
Commissioner on Franco-Elhioninn Boundary Com¬ 
mission, He was A member of the Ethiopian dele¬ 
gation which in April 1947 discussed modificatirms 
of the KcrtyA-Ethiopian boundary with Konya 
oUkrtals. and was the principal wortins member of 
the Elhiopiaa team in the negotiations of July 194S 
for the hand-over of ihe Ogaden. He took pari in 
furthtJT dascuviions in 1954, and was sent to Harar 
To supervise the Ethiopian side of the handover in 
January" 1955. In July 1949 he was appointed 
Vice-Minister of the Inlerior, and in May 1955 was 


appointed ViceGovcrnor-Gcrtcral of Karar Province, 
He was an adherent of Woldc Giorgis, but his new 
appojTiimcnt cannot be regarded as a disgrace in view 
0! its great importance. 

He Tv the one Ethiopian Minister who can epCAk 
with any auihority on frontier and allied quesijons. 
Both we and the French have usually found him a 
lough negotiator, but he has proved a friend in many 
mailers to Her Majesty's Embassy and once his 
confidence is gained much can be e.tpec[cd of him. 

43. Hbitin Kidanc Mariam 

Born in Adowa in I9CI5 and educated at the 
Swedish Mission in A.vmara. .A secretary in the 
Ministry of Foreign .AlTairs from 1927 lo 1929. 
Sent Si Acting Ethiopian Consul to .Asmara in 1930. 
DircctorGcntral in the Ministry of Education from 
1932 to 1936. During the occupation he was im¬ 
prisoned in Italy and' only released in 1939. He 
returned to Ethiopia and jcined Ras Scyum^s forces 
in the Tigrai. After the liberation he occupied no 
official position until 1946; his dose relations uith 
Ras Seyum made him for some lime suspect in the 
eyes of the authorities. He occupied himself with 
commence, and notably with the Imperial Motor 
Transport Company (in'which the Emperor is under- 
stCKxl to have some interestK In June 1946 he was 
appointed controller-general of the Franco-Ethiopian 
Railway, In September 1948 he was made .Acting 
Vice Minister of Public Health, but refused to ULXcpi 
substantive appolfitmcrt!, having too many other iron? 
in the lire, resigned in July 1949. and red red lo 
Eritrea. 

.An educated and inielligcnt man, but with a 
leputaiion for dishonesty in commercial mattery, 

44, Balanibaras 3Tahlenie .Selassie Walda Ma.ska.1 

Bom in 1902. Educated at the Menelik School 

and Hter in France. Appointed Governor of .Ambo 
in 19.^0 and suEs^uently Private-Secretary (o the 
Crown PfinK. which post he resumed in 194] after 
having been imprisoned in Italy until 1940. when he 
was sent back to Addis Ababa, In 1946 he becanie 
DirecTor-Cenera! of the Niiniiiry' of .Agriculture, and 
in 1949 Vice-Minister of Agriculture. 

From 1953 to 1954 ho was also acting Gos'crnor 
of Addis .Ababa and appeared tc devote his entire 
time TO municipal affairs. On relinquishing this 
appoirumcnt he was made Minister of Agriculture, a 
post which he scom*; to be (riling very' efficiently. 
Speaks French and Italian. 

45* LicuJenajit-L’olonel Makonotfl Denekc, C.\i'.0, 

Bom i(t I9( 1, Educated at the Taffari Makonnen 
School and received police training in Belgium. 
Speaks French. ItAllan and fair English, He fought 
Against ihe Italians, but remained in Addis .Ababa 
during the oocupalion and was employed at police 
headquarters. In 1941 he joined the Imperial 
Guard, snd became second in command. In June 
1945 he was made Dsputy Commissioner of Polite 
and showed considerable courage in leadiitg hk men 
against attned bands in the city. !n December 1947 
he was appointed aide-de-catnp lo the Emperor, A 
large, Iriendiy and thcerful man, who plays polo on 
a mounl like a cart-horse. One of the Minisier of 
the Pen's followers, he is able to assist Aio Taffara 
\V'orq in “ protecting" the Emperor Irom “ un¬ 
desirable " influences. Responsible for personal 
.safety of Emperor. Nciier without ti loaded revolver 
when with His Impcifial Majrssiy, He has, been 
knowm to use it. He accompanied the Emperor on 
the latter's cravds in 1954. and during the State 
visit to England was gi'-cn the C.V.O, 

46, Dejozmueh Makonnen Desta 

Bom in 1910. He was educated first at the 
Tafari Makonnen School. Addk .Ababa, then sent to 
the American L'niversliy at Beirut. Finally sent 
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by the Emperor to sludy medicine at Harvard. 
.Aticf some four years in America he joined an, 
anihropotogtcil missicn Irora Harvard without tus 
Governmem's permission and came to Ethiopia. 
The mission ended in failure and he never relumed 
to America. After the liaUiin occupation he souihl 
asylum with Ras Hailu. one of wnosc countrymen 
he is. but laicr escaped from. Ethiopia* travelling 
through Gojjam to the Sudan. He proceeded to 
Cairo and wijs for some time a teacher oI 
mathematics at the English Mission College. 
Koubbehr He rciurnci through the Sudan to 
Ethiopia in 1941, and upon arrival in AiJdis Ababa 
was made Minister of Education, 

He failed to make a success of his appointment, 
having no toti..,‘piEon of the firtaitcbl or oihitr 
requirements of any cducationai jKheme and paying, 
nti heed to his Dniisb adviser. In May 1944 was 
appointed .MinisLcr of Posts* Tdcgiaphs and Tele¬ 
phones, a politically less responsible position, which 
he hi lad with indillercnt clficiency and doubtful 
integrity uniil June 1946. when he was relegated to 
the post of President of the Chunibsr of Deputies, 
in July 3949 wa.*> appointed Governor-Genera I of 
AS^oilcga Prov ince with the rank of Dejaiimach. 

l]T 1951 h; was agu^in mad; Miiii'^tcr of Posts, 
Telegraphs and Telephones and in this capacity 
was iha Icadiitc Eihicpian reprcKiililivc in the 
ncgoiiaiion of the Tdccornmuntcilions Charter with 
repressniaiivcs of the Iniemaiional Bank, which 
had earlier gtanted a loan of U.S.S2 million to 
fchablliiate the countn's iciecommuTiicirions. In 
these negoliaiions hr showed htmsslf immodcralel!/ 
tenacious and stubborn. In 1953 vv'us distliisscd for 
peculation and after two years of unemployment was 
in May 1955 sptKiinted “ adminintrator of the 
Ethiopian Church.'^ a sinecure which he has tio 
doubt obiuined because the Emtw or records with 
gratitude his undoubted courage in battle—a quality 
one would not now suspect in him. 

We3[-read and sociablv aflable. but a weak 
character* conceited and liu.y. although ansiouv (o 
seem a success. Drinks to excess a'nd on such 
occa.sion.s is Intolerable. 

47. A to MtKnnaea Habte Wuld 

Bom Brother of .Akiilou and Aka la Worq 

After being u secretary' in the custom¬ 
house at Addis .Ababa, he was made first sccreiary 
of the Ministry' of the Interior. Later he for 
over three years Director of the Minisirv" of 
Agriculture, In June 1930 he was appointed 
Director of the Ministry of Finance. Transferred as 
Director to the Ministry- of Commerce In September 
1931, and made at ihc'sume time a Director of the 
Stale Bank. He was hard-w'orking. although then* 
as now, his Mritlstry w'as both corrupt and inefficient* 
Accompanied the Emperor to Jibuti after the 
Italian occupation, where he remained for some 
time, taler going to France and staying at the 
Ethiopian (Svnsulatc there. When [he Germans 
occupied Paris. Makonnen escaped and travelling 
via Portugal reached Ethiopia in March 1942. Soon 
after his arrival he was appointed Minister of 
Agriculture, and in July 1943 he was made Ministw 
of Agricullure. Commerce and Indu.siry* Early in 
T94S. when the Department of Press and Infarmation; 
ceased to be a section of (he Ministry of the Pen 
and was raised to the status oI a Ministry, Makonnen 
Habtc Wold was made Mtnisier, at the same time 
retaining the por[folios of .Acriculture and of 
Commerce and Industry. He was* in addition* 
responsible for Tslamic affairs and in charge of ihc 
depariment dealing with religious aflain. He is a 
proiigd of the Emperor and has spent most of his 
life in [he Palace, H|s grotesque facial appearance 
is in keeping with the popular belief that he is a 
sorcerer versed in ths Black .Art. Shrewd bui 
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j^oraiit and jntoleranL of advice. Has managed by 
innurncrablc large- and icnalUscalc '*rackets’* lo 
line [he pockets of hU Impcrtal patroJiiS while rC' 
serving a generous conimissioiii and assuring a secure 
position for himself. In July 194^ he resigned rmrn 
the Ministries of Commerce and Tndusin and of 
Agricuiiurc on his appointment as Mmistef of 
Finance. 

Personally mean and univer^liy unpopular^ he 
none the less e^terts a profound infliienoe on 
Ethiopian policies, in spite of the dinicuiiy which 
he finds in comprehending present-day problems in 
the fields of financial and economic development. 

He imcffcres act only with the cxpcndttLre. but 
also with the day-to-day conduct nf other depart¬ 
ments. His foreign advi^rs are growing increasingly 
despondent over the lack of initiative and laiiiudc 
allowed them by the Minister; and the necessity of 
»n improvement in thi.s respect grows daily more 
urgonl. His ftealth is very Unreliable and appears to 
be littcriomting, 

48. HiEwad«d Makonnen Indulkuebaw;^ O-U-E. 

Born 11^92. A tall. handt<onte man, he u related 
to the late Ras Tii.samoTa. guardiLtn and tuior ol 
Lij Yasq. and is married to the Frtneesps ^'jshasho- 
worq, niece nf the Emptftnr. He has been 
successively Minister of Commerce, the first 
Ethiopian Minisiur to the Court of St. Janurs. 
Governor of Addl.v Ababa. Miniiter of ihe Interior, 
and in 1934 Governor of GiW. Speaks reasonable 
French. 

It) 1924 he was a nicmber of Raw Tafari’s suite on 
the latter’s visit to London, and at that lime 
awarded the O.B.E. 

During the luilo-Etbiopian War he eomnunded 
the Gore armies on the Ogaden Front under 
D^jazmach Nasibu and then accompanied the 
EnTfwror into csilc, Me lived with his wife at 
Jericlio umil September 1940, when he returned 
lo the Sudan and iravellcd with the Emperor 
through Gojijairt to Addis .Ababa, In May I94l he 
was ippoinicd Minister of the interior. 

In January 1943 became President of the Council 
of Ministers and w‘aji given the title of Biiwadcd. 
Ir August 1943 was appointed Prime MinisEcr. Was 
chief Ethiopian delegate for negotiiUng the Anglo- 
Ethiopian agrccfiient of 1944, but was confined to 
playing a largely ceremonial pari, and in April 1945 
hcadcfl the Ethiopian dekgatton to the San 
Francisco Conference. 

Since his marriage he has been closely connected 
w^ith the Palace. He is not an administrator 
statesman, and opinion Is divided as to his intelli¬ 
gence. but he ha'i pleasant manners, is councous and 
friendly. 

His wife, speaks French, is one of the more 
igreeablc members of the ImperiOil faraUy. Their 
son ii Lij Indalkachaw Makonnen (ij.v.l. 

49* IJciaamich Mangasiia Sty via 

Horn in 19:7. the only surviving son of Ras Seyurn 
ffj.v-t. He accompanied his father to Italy in 193/ 
and returned with him in 1939 to Addis Ababa 
where he W"as cditcatcd in the Italian schcsol tor the 
sons of chiefs. In 1943 he wo-s Gosernor of Mskallc 
and. after the Tigmi revolt, was ordered lo go to 
Addis Ababa where he was kept under houw arrest. 
In February 1945 he was released and in li^cmber 
was sent to Beirut to continiie his education. He 
returned to Ethiopia in August 1948, and in January 
194Q married Princess ,Aida, grand-daughter of the 
Emperor, who is ailraciivc and agreeable and sfjeaks 
good English- In July 1949 he wai appointed 
Governor of Ambo and in I95Z Governor-General 
of Arussi, a post which be held until May 1955, 
when he was appointed to Sidamo-Bofuna. 

A pleasant youtvg man, but rather a pUy-boy, 
Speaks good Engltah and Italian. 


50, Dejiuoiach Man^juJia 3Vubi« 

Born about iB94. The son of the late Pejazmaelt 
Wubic, one of Menetilc*s Generals. Educated locally* 
He was the first Eihioptan .Minister lo Rome, being 
appointed there in 1930. Reiunted to Ethiopia in 
1933 and was appointed Governor of Soulhera 
Watlaga, holding that post until the Italian invasion. 
Imprisoned by the Italians in 1937. cind subsequently 
taken to Italy where he remained uiutJ June 1944. 
In July of that year he returned to Addis Abab,i, and 
^ j'av appointed to a post in the Prime 

Mtnisier’s Office. In May 1946 he became President 
of the Senate, 

.An aiTable, attractive piirsonality. Rather a 
dandy and apt to run into debL He speaks some 
French and Italian. 

5L Deyazjnach Me^fin Ccmech fAfa Negus) 

Bom in 1895 and educated locally. Before the 
fialo-Ethiopian war was for many years judge of 
the Criminal Court, of which he later became Prest- 
dent. A Very stout-hearted soldier w^ho served with 
Brigadier Sandford in 19-tL In 1942 he was made 
Mce-Governor of Gondar and in. Jime 1944 betranie 
Vice-President of the Supreme Imperial Court, In 
1946 he became President of the High Court in 
Gondar. and in January 1949 wa;^ made President 
of the Supreme Icnperial Court (4/<i or 

" Mouth cf the King.”!. 

52. Dejazmueh Masliii SIlufhL K,C,Y,0* 

Bom about 1902 and brought up with his brother, 
Dejitzinach Beitzabih. Silashi, in the DamLaw house- 
hold. He is siaid to be a half->brother of the late Ras 
De-sta Damtaw and of the late Dejaimjch Ababa 
Damtaw, He was a lieutcuanl-coloncl in the 
Imperial Bodyguard before the Lialo-Eihiopian War 
and never submtued to the Italiam. He c^ontinued 
resistance to them at first in Shao and Salalc, later 
joining Dcjnzmach Mangasha in the Gojjam. 
He accompanied the Emperor through Gojjam and 
was then sent to fight the Italiaris remaining in the 
western provinces* After the capture of Core he w as 
sent there as Emperor's represenuiivc and later 
confirmed as Governor of that province. For one 
month in 1942 he acted as " Guardian ” of Addis 
Ababa after the arrest of Qlutta Takkala, the 
Governor- In July 1942 he was appointc4 Governor- 
GeneraE of the fYovince of Illubabor, and itj May 
1946 W'as made Governor-General of the importuni 
Province of Jimma. 

He is active, shrewd, prompt at decisions and hot- 
tempered. He is reput^ to be unpopular with the 
army and the police in his province, and w^Ith his 
own staff. He fs, however, benevolently disposed to 
Europeans engaged in comnicrcbl developments, 
whom he assists for his own ends. Perhaps the most 
corrupt of all provincial Governors-Generat, he is 
loyal to the Emperor* whose personal financial 
operations he has helped and who in return hii 
persistently protected him from the consequences of 
his venality and maladministration. Complaintu 
became so vocal in 1951 that he was summoned to 
the capital lo JefeiiiJ himscir and this proved u 
pfoiracted process. He $uccoedcd in clearing him- 
jwlf. and in May 1955 was made Minister of the 
Interior. 

He accompanied the Emperor on the Slate visit 
in 1954. with the title of ■' Paiace Chamberlain.** 
Rt't.’eivcd the K.C.V'.O, 

53. .VtQ ’Mcna»;a l.emma 

Bom 1910 and educated in Cairo* Speaks good 
English. French and Arabic. He returned to 
Ethiopia in 1935 to fight the lealians, but went 
back lo^ Cairo during the occupation. In J940 he 
was assistant to Blattengeta Lorenzo Taezaz in the 
Emperor's Secrelariai at Khartum. After the 
liberation he was secretary to the Duke of Harar* 


He left for Cairo in September 1942 for family 
reasons, and on his return in November was mode 
Director-General in the Ministry' of Finance. A 
member of the Ethiopian delegation to the San 
Francisco Conference in 1945. He frequently 
assumed charge of the Mimsuy during the absences 
of LLj Yitma Dwessa and in July 1949 was appointed 
Vice-Minister of Finance. During 1951 and 1952 
he played an active part in the discussirms preceding 
federation with Entrea. .An able, and hard-working 
official, whose efficiency is seriously impaired by the 
excessive amount of work he h« to do and by 
divergcuci of viewi with his Minister MatonriCfl 
Habie Wold iq.v.K with w hom he is on unca&j, terms. 
Appears lo luck any marked ambition, but he may 
merely be saving himsilt for the day when lite 
restraining inJluence of the Minister is rcnio'^ed, 

54. Alt) Menbere Yuj ehirad 

Born in I'rfF? and educated at the Fafan 
Makonnen School at Addis Ababa* Speaks go^ 
French. He fought againut the Hahrin> on (ho 
northern front In 1935 and 1936, and followed the 
Emperor to Pulcstinc where he spent the Italian 
occupaijan. He rejoined the Emperor in Gojuni 
In 1941 itnd took part in the liberation of Gondar. 
In 1942 he wai made Director of Arusii Prqvincc- 
In 19-14 he became Director-General of the Ministry 
of Justice. In 1945 he was appoinlcd Eihiopian 
Consul at Jibuti, where he [tmatned till 1947 when 
he became Vice-President of the EjicJi Court- He 
resigned in 1949 and in 1950 he was sent to MeMCC^ 
as the first Ethiopiati Minister- He returned to 
Ethiopia a year later and in January 1952 wis 
apBoinied Vice-Minister for Foreign Affairs. In 
August 1953 was appointed Ambassador in Cairo, 
A good-humoured, portly individual he is sociahy 
aiTabfe and seems fiiriv mlelligeni. .As. however, 
he never did any work he was a mere encnmbratioe 
at (he Ministry. His wife is a grand-daughter of 
the Empress by her first marriage. 

55. I-ij Meiwlik Yasu 

Bom about 1915* the son of the former Emperor* 
Lij Yasu, by a sUict of the Sukan of Aussa, in the 
Dattakii eounlrv, Menelifc is the only son of Lij 
Yasu recognised by the Ethiopian Goveminent. He 
was kept tor iriatiy' years by the Frunch at Tajura 
and Obock in French Somaliland and is entirely 
uneducated- He reiurtiicd to Ethiopia via Avsab 
in October 1941 and was sent down lo .Addis Ababa 
from Dcssle by the Crown Prince. The Emperor 
lakes great Interest in him and lio is often to be 
sficn at the Palace, where he lives quietiv under 
supervision. Colourless and without ambition. 

56. Lij Mikael Imru 

Born 1927. Scmi of Ras Imru fr^v.)* Educated 
in Palestine and later, after a spell at the Haile 
Selassie Secondary School at -Addis Ababa, at 
Malvern College and Exeter College. Oxford, In 
1950 he was appointed to the Ethiopian F-mbissy 
in l.ondon. He fetumed lo F.thiopia in 1952 and 
w,is attached lo the Ministry of Commerce and 
Industry- ^lade Director-General of 

Civil Aviation, and in 1955 Director-General of the 
Minislrv of Defence. He is looked on. as one of the 
more promising younger Ethtoptans, He shows a 
genuine keenness lo learn and U quick to absorb 
new ideas. Speakx English and French. 

57. Itrigndler-Genenil Mered Mangasha 

Bom in 1912 and cdia:aiod at the Talfuri 
Makonnen School in Addis Ababa, Speaks English 
and French. Before the Italian occuj^tlon he was 
trained as a wireless opcralor- He fought apiit,vL 
the Italians and retired with Blalta Takele Woldc 
Hawarial and Dejazmach Mesfin Silashie into the 
Sudan in 1938. He joined Brigadier Sandford's 


Mission lOl ax a wircles^ operator. In May 1941 
he was appointed Gov'ernor of Dire Dawa. In April 
1942 he was made aide-de-camp to the Emperor 
and was cv'cniually released from this arduous lask 
in December 1947- In March 1948 he was given 
command of the 2nd Division, in Dessie. and pro- 
mated lo brigadier-gccicral (having previously neld 
the rank of major). He was relieved of his pcrtt 
owing to ill-health and became unemployed. 
Reserved, but pleuiuni. Keeps aloof from politics: 
is *i friend of the Duke of Harar, Reappointed 
G,0,C, 2nd Diviiion 1952 at Dcssic* but since federa¬ 
tion spent most of hb time at Asmara, where he 
w'as noniirally military adviser to the Fmperot's 
Representative* but in fact rjtn the Eihicpian 
counter-espionage system in Eritrea, in May 1955 
succeeded Colonel Kitle Ergetu as Vice-Minister of 
the Interior responsible for police and security, 

58 * Ulflttfl Mersw Hiirea Waldi Kirkos 

Boni in 1897, Before the Italian occupation he 
was headmaster of the Jigiiggu school, cmd in 1933 
was appointed secretary' on the Ethiopian SccLton of 
the British Somililand-Ethiopia Boundary Commis¬ 
sion. He was wanted by the iiahajis and remained 
in hiding during the luiian occupation. For many 
vears has been'^a member of the ElhiapsaEi Church 
Council, he took part in the disoiisions in Caiio on 
the rebtions between the Ethiopian Church and the 
Patriarchate of Aie.xandria. In February 1944 after 
acting as Director ol Press and Propaganda, he was 
appointed Director-General of the Historical and 
Government Chrortide; Publication Dq>art[ncTi:t in 
the Ministry of the Pc3i. He servi^ on the French 
Somah land -Ethiopia Boundary Commission and 
look part in the discussions at Addis Ababa in 1947 
between represcntoiives of Ethiopia and the Sudan 
on frontier questions. In July 1949 he became Vice- 
Minister of Justice. 

Well educated by Ethiopian standards, he has no 
verv groat influence in affairs but is prepared ure 
suen influence as he has to promote good relations 
with Britain. He speaks sprne English. One son, 
educate 8E Edinburgh Cniversity, became on his 
return in 1953 Director of the Department of Mines 
of the Ministry of Finance. His other son is at 
present being educated in Canada. 

59. Majof-Gcncrjil Molugerit Bulb 

Bom in 1917. AShoanGaliki of humble parentage. 
Educated at the Taffari Makonnen School in Addis 
Ababa. When the Italians invuded the country he 
was at the Holelta Miliraiy Academy under the 
Sw'edish Major Taniiti f.we Personalities Report for 
1946, No- 51). and went to the front with the other 
Holetta cadets. He was a refugee in Jibuti and 
Kenya and was sent to the Sudan in Junuarj 1941 
to join the Emperor there. In May 1941 he was 
made Officer Commanding iho Imperial Guard with 
the rank of colonel. In May 3 946 he comnwnded 
tiu coiuLngcnl which itMk part in Ihc Victory March 
in London, and subsequently visited Sweden. Pro¬ 
moted to rank of brigadier-general in July 1949 
Speaks French and a little English. In 1946 was a 
suitor for the hand of Arrvarech Nasibu, who was, 
however, mairicd in April 1946 to Brigadier-General 
Abiyye Abeba- This increased the rift already 
existing between the two men as commanders of 
the Imperial Guard and the Imperial Army ns^- 
tively* He married another lady early in 1950- 
whose brother married in 1955 the daughter 
of the Crown Prince, Princes* Igjigayehu, His 
house is a meeting-place for a number of the 
younger Fthioplam. Of an independent nature, he 
his no love for the ruling clique. Although pleasant 
enough in conversation, he had the ireputiidoii_ of 
being Jtcnophobjc and, in particular. anli-Britisb- 
He is an able administrator. As a result of the 
success the biiiabon in Korea and the discovery. 
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u) which ihe Ifiipcfbl Guiird &barcd^ ot ihe plot 
against the Einperor Ln 195L his inilunncc has 
increased and he has abo tucome le&s setiophobic. 
In 1^53 he spent months in the United Stales^ 
In ^fa> 1955 he wa? made Chief of Staff in the new 
MimsU)' of NaLiDDal Defence, and promoted 
majar-eencral, 

6A. Bitwaded Nag^sh (Kabbada) Bsutrabiib 

Qorn 3bout IV10, the great-grandson of King 
Takla HaiiiLanol of Goji^nt. His father, Fitaurari 
Kibbodit, was a minor chief of Goijam 4ind his 
mother was the daughter of Rlls Bara^bih, son of 
King Takb Haimimot. Educated at the 5wedi:sh 
Mission Schfooi, Addis Ababa. He fought under Ras 
Imru in the Iialo-Ethiopiao War and w;ss left as 
Acting Governor in the Ras^s absence. He never 
submitted to the JLLlIans but. with Dej3;itmach 
Matigaslut, look an active part in the OdJjaRi 
Rebellion in JV37-JK. At the beginning of the war 
in June 1940, Nagash, as l!h;;a£niach Nagash, was 
contacted by the Bntish from the Sudan, received 
arm* and ammunition from them, and generally 
co-operjied with them in aitaclting Italian columns 
in the neighbourhood of Burie. At the fall of Burie 
in 1941 lie was pui in charge of tlie town. After 
the Emperor's departure for Addis Ababa some 
trouble was caused between Mangasha and Hagash 
over their several spheres of influence, but, in Mareh 
1943* Nagash was appointed President of The Senate 
with the title of Bitwaded." In July 3 94? 
appointed Govemor-Ocneral of Arussi* and in May 
194h made Vicc-hfinisier in the Legal Executive 
Bureau of the Prime Minister's olbcc. He has for 
some time been known to be opposed to the ruling 
clique, and in Julv t95] he was arrested, with a 
number of others* on ,1 charge of treason. A special 
court subsequEmtly condemned hint to death by 
ha*nging. but the sentence h35 not yet been carHccI 
out. 

61, Brigadkr-Gencral Negga Huile Selusie 

Born in 1V|1 of humble parentage. Educated at 
the Tjifari Makonnen school and at Holatta military 
trailing cotiege. Was a refugee in the Sudan 
throughout the Ttaltan occupation, frt October 1941 
he w as appointed Secretary-General of the Ministry^ 
of War. and two veers later was promoted to be 
Director of Security with the rank of calunei. 
Resigned this post in 1944 In March 1946 w-as 
appointed Rihropian Liaison Officer lo the British 
Mtliiarj' Administratiori in Eritrea to took after 
Ethiopian interests there Was transferred as Gov¬ 
ernor of Bale* with rank of brigadier-general in 
January 1951, In June 3953 he was appointed 
Goverrim of the Ogaden. 

Speaks French* English and Arabic. Having a yery^ 
limited outlook he got on badly with the British 
■Adminisiration in Eritrea* where he undoubtedly 
encouraged subversive rlrmentf; with the misguided 
intention cf furthering Ethiopian initerest*s. He 
proved csifcmely difncult and non-co-opcraiivc 
following the transfer of the Resemd Area uivd the 
Haud to Ethiopian adminUtratton in February' 1955. 
and he has now' been replaced. 

61* Alo Sereque Berhao Gtbre Egxiahbrer 

Born in 1912 and educated at tliie “Alli3n« 
Franpiise'' School in Addis Abab:i. The Greet 
Anchbdshqp of A sum then sent him to Cnecec and 
paid for his education there. He is a fluent linguist 
and csceUent Greek* French, luilian and 

English. He returned from Greece in September 
1 94 1 and joined up with the Emperor in Kharturn^ 
After holding otic or iwo minor positions he w.'ts, in 
July 1945, mada Direcior-Gencrat of Press and 
Propaganda and in May 1947 was appointed consul- 
general at Jcnisalcm. Tn January 1949 he was 


transferred to Beirut, and in February was aJso 
ipps>inicd Consul-general at Damascus. In June 
1950 he was appointed Minister to Iran, and in 
August 1955 was appointed Ambtwsudof at Athens. 

Impulsive and unbalanced inJ prone to cnibrolL 
hJmicif in local politico. 

63. H.H, Ras Seyum Mengashu, K*B*E* 

Is the natural grandson of the Emperor John IV 
and son 0 : Ras Mangasha of Tigrai. Ow'ing to his 
having taken sides with LiJ Vosu in 1916 he was for 
some time kept at .Addis .Ababa as a prisoner on 
parole. He married I.ij Yosu's sij»icr and is fatJicr- 
in+law of the late Dejazmach Cabra 5iHaste. Early 
in |92S he was compelled by the Government To 
mam the w'lfe of Ras Kabbuda Mangasha, after that 
lady had been forcibly taken away from her husband, 
who had fallen out of favour. Ras Seyum 
avcomponicd Ra% Tafari to England in 1924* when 
he was made a K.B.E.. and at the beginning of |92& 
he W'as atlow'cd to return to the north* where he was 
given buck most of his countp,' rTigrail plus a part of 
that of Ihc tale fXqaimach Gabra SliJasic, who had 
in the mfeantime twn dispr4C£d. He was kept in 
Addis .Ababa from the coronatkm of the Emperor in 
1950 until the autumn of ]9ji2, when he w'as allowed 
to return to his province. 

Commanded under Ras Kassa In the Tcmbien and 
was defeated with him in the second battle of 
Tcmbicn 27ih-38t'h February* 39?6 fteireaied and 
joined the Emperor at Oitoraiti. Took part in battle 
of Mai Chau. 31st .March. After the baiilc he 
remained in his lands near Samre. tn Saloa. 
Surrendered to the Italians there in July 1936* 
having come to the end of hi? resources. 

He was taken to Italy and paraded round the 
country for propaiandd purposes. In 1939 he 
returned to Ethiopia and was used 4 s a puppet 
Govemof and then when war broke out between 
Brilain and Italy he was promiiscd the tiiJc of 
** Pnnee of Shoa and King of Tigrai *' and sent up 
to .Adwa to make patriotic speeches for the ftaiians. 
frt [941 he submitted to the British General Officer 
Commanding in Eritrea and made his peace with 
the Emperor. Ras Seyum* wnth his ’^Patriots.'* 
co-operaicd with General Platt's forces in the 
capture of .Amba Alagi in May 1941* and in Novcni’ 
her of that year was appointed Govemar-Genera! 
of Tigrai under the new Administration. From 
1942 to 1947 he was kept In Addis *Ababa. but in 
June 1947 was reappointed Governor-General of 
Ticrai ari'i returned to his province early the 
following year. Since then he has been seeri little 
in the capital. 

On account of hi'^ lineage h|.s relations with the 
Emperor have often been strained, partkufarlv 
during the Tigrai Revolt of 1943. The Emperor for 
his part has tried to cement relations between the 
Shear and Tigrean branches of the Imperial line 
by twO' dynasiic marriages. The first was in 1932 
when the Crown Prince was tnarried 10 WoiTcro 
Walata Ivrael. bul this marriage was Taler dissolved* 
The second was in 1949 when h(s granti-dauchicr 
Princess Aida, dauehtcr of the ktc Ras Dcsta and of 
Princess Tenagne Wort?* was married to Mangasha, 
Ras Sejurn's only sufv'iving son 

64, LieutenBnbCo'loiiel Silashi Difabaehew 

Born in 1912 and educated at the Metwlik School 
at Addis Ababa. Speaks English. French and 
Itnlian. In 1942 he joined I he Ethiopian Police 
with the rank of captain. In 1944 he was oromoted 
to major and made head of the Criminal Investisa- 
iion Department, a ptv,t which he held very ably 
unlit 1949* when he became Direclor-General of 
Public Security, At the end of 1951. however* he 
was relieved of this appointment and made Deputy 
public Prosecutor* presumably because of the failure 
of his department to discover the plot against ihc 
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Emperor's life which came to light through another 
agency in July of that year. 

His cunning and ruthless nature is belied by hss 
blulT, almost Falsiilfiaii nppenraucc* In our dcab 
logs with him we have found him well ctispossd and 
helpful. 

65. Fitaurari Tadessf S^ash 

Bom 1912 and educated ni Adits .Ababa. .After 
being a minor oflicial in Harar Frovtneo was 

successively Director-General of the Proviima of 
Jimma. Wolkgu and Tigrai. In June 1947 appointijd 
Director-General of Land Revenue and in 1948 
transferTed 10 be Dircclor-Gcncral of Public Works. 
From June 19.^2 to May 1955 was Governor of the 
large and remote Sub-Province of Bale iHarar.t, 
where he uroused ihe opposition of ihc ichabitanu 
by his modcrutely progressive administration. An 
opponert.1 of Wsildc Gioreis. in May 1955 was made 
Vice-Minister of the Interior in charge of the Land 
Survey and Sfunci pal [lies Departmenl. Speaks 
French. 

66* Tsahufi TilifSA Tafani Worq Ridnne ?Vo|d. 

K*C*V*0, 

Born 1904 and educated at the Swedish Mission 
School in Addis .Ababa, he was for some lifleen 
years interpreter to ihc British Legation. On the 
departure of ihe Uriti.sh Minisicr* Sir Sidney 
Barton, at the time of ihc Italian occupation, 
Talara Worq was arrested and condemned to death. 
At the last moment, however* he was reprieved and 
sent to Italy. Laler, after a personal appeal by 
Mr. Amhonv Eden to Mussolini, he was released and 
sent to England. In October 1940 he travelled to 
Khartum to join the Emperor, accompanied him in 
his journey through Oojjam. and upon His Majesty's 
arrival in Addis .Ababa was appointed private secre¬ 
tary. Went iwice lo London in 1946 w'lth Ato 
AkliTou as ihe Emperoris emissary in coii[ie3dcn with 
Ethiopian claims at Ihe forihcoming llalian Peace 
Conference, On ihc fall of Walda Giorgis in May 
1955 he was appointed Minister of the Pen. 

Shifty tn appearance and not a very attractive 
character* He is Inclined lo be aggressive in address. 
However, a lirm refusal lo accept such an approach 
works wonders. Somewhat pompous in manner, he 
attached grcai value 10 ihc title of " E,'iccUency 
which he personally acquired in his post. There is 
little doubt that he is entirely devoted to the Emperor 
and it is not certain how much he really inftuimccs 
him. He has Iwen described as the perfcci private 
secrctiiry who merely mirrors the wishes of his 
employer, Ti has been suggested ihat he shields his 
Imperial Musicr from "undesirable” influences 
whether these come from progressive elements 
amongsl his own people or from foreign diplomatic 
represen tiiilvos. The Emperor has, however* so 
many informants that this dofs not seem very' 
probable^ 

lA hard worker and about the only competent 
inicrprcter in English and .Amhaiic, 

Nol always un easy person with whom to deal* 
but provided a oenain amoiml of flallery in used 
and he is convinced that one is speaking honestly, 
he can usually be reiicd on to h’.:3p in ihc long run. 

Accompanied the Emperor on the State visit lo 
England in 1954, W'hcn he received the K.C.V.O. 

67 . Fitaunri Tufessa Hablc !\fllt9el 

Bom in 1900, educated locally. Was Coveroor of 
Jigjiga 1926-29 and Minister of Public Works 
l93ff-35* and eftfr the UiSian invasion became 
a. refugee in Palestine and later France, Returned 
to F.ihiopia in February 1945 and wa'* aproEnied 
Minister of Communications and Public Works. In 
inly 1946 he was apT»ointcd Minister of Justice* 
where he constantly obstructed the efforts of the 
British President of the High Court. 


In 1946 was chief mcjribef of the Goiiemment 
delegation sent to C^tro lo disCnss ih; future 
relaiionsliip of the Ethiopian Church w ith the Coptic 
Pairtarchaie, and appears lo have been charged witli 
oihrr political discussions with the Egyptian Govern^ 
ment also. In .August 1947 he was uppinnted 
Ethiopian Minister in Cairo and proceeded to his 
post in February 1948. In May 194^) be iivas also 
accredited as minister lo Saudi .Arubia* and in 1950 
wa? raised to the rank of ambasoador in Cairo* In 
July 19.*^! he '.va? AU'ipcciMl of compltciiy in the 
plot lo assassinate lha Emperor, his aon-m-law', 
Bitwaded Nagish* h:ing the chief conapiraior. He 
Wii recaJIcd shonly afterwards bui appHrars to haie 
w'sathcrcd the storm, as be was later in the year 
aoEKiintcd ambassador in Paris and assumed ihis post 
early in 1952. In ibc summer of 1953 he was 
recalled it> fill the office of Minislcr of P.T.T. in ihc 
place of Makonneni Desta (< 7 . 1 '.}. 

68* Bejazmacb Totale >VoIde Hawarial 

Born in 1900 and educaicd in Ethiopia, speaks 
only Amhatic. At the liulian invasion in 1935 was 
Mayor of Addis Ababa* tO(>k lo the bush and was 
one of the chief putrioi leaders, before taking refuge 
in Ihc Sudan and later in Kenya. Reiurned to 
Ethiopio with Palrioi forces in 1941, In 1942 was 
reappointed Kaniiba f May or! of Addis Ababa but 
later that year ^vas imprisoned on jnforrnation laid 
against him by Waldu Giorgas. then Minister of the 
Pen. of whom he was a staunch opponent. He was 
released in 1945 and appointed Vicc-Prisiiien .1 of 
Ihe Supreme Court, and in 1946 transferred 10 
Boruna as Governor, The 1947 ploUers proposed 
lo make him Prime Minister and he was banished 
to live under house arrest in very' i^r circumsiances 
at Debra Sina until being released in 1954. but during 
ihe Emperor's absence In Europe he was made 
Adviser to the Minisicr of Inicrior. After ihc fall 
of Walda Giorgis in May 1955 was appointed Vice- 
Mi nbter of the Interior in charge of provincial 
adminisiralicn. 

Not a wealthy man, he Is critical of ihose of bis 
colleagues who line their own pockets. Before his 
eclipse from ibq political scene he was pro-British, 
but he is not yci in a posiiion of much influence. 

69* .Alo Takle Roro 

Born in I9t>8 Educated a I the Swedish Mission 
School and ihe Mcuclik School in Addis .Ababa, and 
at Victoria College. Alesandria. Speaks English and 
Arabic. He was first employed in the Bank of 
Ethiopia* m Addis Ababa, and subicqucntly in 
Gondar. During the oocupiiion he worked in a bank 
in the Sudan. On ihe liberation he was made 
secretary-general to the Governor of Addis Ababa* 
In June 1942 be became .Asriitaut Custodian of 
Enemy Property. In August 1942 he W'cnl wiih 
Blatta* Ayyela Cabre to London, with ibc rank of 
first secre'iaj^. He wai transferred lo Moscow, 
likewise first secrctury* in November 1943 and 
returned lo Ethiopia in August of the followiiig year* 
In November 1944 he was made Director-General of 
Civil .Aviation, and remained in this posl until the 
summer of 1953, Ouici and inltlligcnt. and speaking 
good English, he managed lo keep on good terms 
with the .Americau^ from T.W A. who run die 
Ethiopian Airlines but knew very litilc aboui aviation 
and was rarely in his o[fi« when w-anEcd. He now 
holds no ofikial posiiion and occupies himself wilh 
his farm near Addis Ababa where be h growing 
“ khat." Married for the second time in May 1950 
lo a sister of the Crown Princess. 

TO* CuliKivI Tamirai: Viji^ezu 

Bom m 1913. Educated at the Tftlfari Makonnen 
School and the Hollcia Military' Training SefmoL as 
well 4s in Patcstinc where be ,'pcnl the Italian 
pation* On hls return lo Eihlopaa through Gojjam 
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in jic seniCd as a Captain in the police and in 
1945 promoted to Major and appointed a Staff 
Odicer in the police. Ln 1944 he married a daughter 
of Ras Jmru and in June 1945 was promoted 
TO Licuicnanl-^loniti and made Yke-Governor of 
Addi5; Ababa. In June I94^^ he became Ehrecior- 
Geocral of the MiniiH^ of Justice, and in July 1949 
V'icc'Minisicr of Posts, Telegrapba and Telephones. 
He relinqijished the kilter post in March 1951 on 
hii appoiniment as Vioc-Miniitcr of Justice, In 1955 
was made Deputy Governor-General of Kaffa. 

His amiable but weak and idle disposition has 
earned him the nickname of "Tanic Rai ” amon^ 
the fc-Uitlkh-speaking foreign community^ Speak.s 
good English and French. 

71. Dojaiiiitachi Tayye Gulimte 

Bom about !S9J. Of Royal birth: great grand¬ 
son of King Sahfc Silfassic o? Shos tn the male line 
He has. like Ras Kassa, a better title to the throne 
than the present Emj?eror. 

Remained quietly in bis Provinces of Gijmfard.t 
and Gimirtxi during the Italian war, though he 
was in receipt of Italian overtufes both during it 
and afterwards. .Maintained some correspondence 
with the Pro^if^ional GosTrnmcni of Western 
Ethiopia during the summer of 1936. In September 
he moved easi with a smtill force and surrendered 
in Kaffa a few days before Ran Imru in the course 
of the lialian operations^ against {he latter and his 
associates. Brought up to Addis Ababa in January 
1957, with Ras Imru, he was sent with him to eon- 
hnemeat in Italy, tn 1940 he was allowed to return 
to Ethiopia. 

He IS a friendly man of dislingui-shcd appearance 
who does not aspire to any pclitical ambitions and 
who continues, to live quietly In Addis. Ababa. He 
has one son. who is unlikely to show greater 
ambition. 

72. Colotiel TedJa ^fakaniMn 

Bom in I9l3. Trained at the Cadet College at 
Holetta and snbscqueniy served in infantry. He 
fought at tJie Battle of Mat Ccu against the Italiatis 
in 1936, amJ was with the Patriot Forces in 1940-4L 
Hts present appointment is Commander of the 1st 
Infantry Dlvislofl, at Addis Ababa. He has not 
done a staff course, Rather reserved and hard to 
get to know, but quite friendly. He speaks French 
and a little English which h improving, 

73. A buna TheophUos 

Born in 1907 and given a good Church education 
in Cojjam. He was for many years a teacher of 
vanous ecclesiastical subjects, and in 1943 was 

J iivcEi the title of Liqa Sillanat which invented 
or him by ihc Emperor, whose favour he always 
enjoyed, and appointed head of the Trinity Church 
in .Addis .Ababa. In 1946 he visited England as 
Ethiopian delegate to the World Sunday School 
Conference at Keiswick- He w'sj coniccfated bishop 
bv the F.iiriarch of Alexandria jn July 194S and 
given the See of Harar, In August 1948 he aUended 
the Consiitucnt Assembly of the World Council of 
Churches at Am.sierdam as lilhiopian delegate and 
also Ditended the 1954 Council in the Unil^ States. 
He is of bfoader outlook than most Ethiopian 
ecclesiastics and speaks a. little English. 

74. TsahaA TtuOf VVakfa Giorgh Waldn S ohannU. 
G.CA.O, 

Bom about 1902. Of humble origin. He wsis 
educated at the Sfeneiik School, Addis Ababa., and 
sjarted his career is clerk and interpreter to chiefs 
on European tours. In this capacily he aCcompiii.nied 
Ras Gciachaw on i mission [o Geneva, On his 
return from Genevsi he became Sccrelary-General 
ijj the Ministry of Foreign AlTairs and held this 


post until 1934. when he was transferred to the 
Ministry of the Pen as Direcror-Gencral. He stayed 
at th^ Empercrifi iidc during the Italian, invasion 
and lefy Ethiopia wjlb him. In July 1940 he 
reached Kharium with the Emperor and remained 
with him throughout hts journey to Addis Abiiba. 
On arrival at the capital In May 1941 he was 
appointed Minister of the Pen^ which post lie held 
until May 1955. In August 1943 he was also given 
±e .Ministry^of the Jmerior^ which he relinquished in 
July 1949 in exchange for the Ministry of Justice. 

Socially agreeable, hrs inmlligence is of a high 
Order and is probably unequal!^ in Ethiopia. He 
is uldo one of the few Ethiopians with the fudi- 
mems of ii social conscience, but his very powerful 
influence on the Emperor persoiiially and the weight 
he carried in the Ethiopian Government were 
used to sene exclusively reactionary interests; and 
he did not hesitate to use nuhless encLhod.s to 
stamp out any potential aggression. The 1947 
"plot" was largely directed against him. 

He accompanied the Emperor during the State 
visit to England in 1954. Received the G.C.V.O, 

In May 1955 be was disgraced, nominally on 
grounds of peculation, but actually because he had 
become too powerful with spies and ijupponers in 
every branch of the Government. It is said that the 
Emperor w-aji only prevented from jailing him by the 
intercession of A buna iSasillos^ and he was appointed 
Governor-General of Arussi Province, 

Speaks cxccl!cn.t Freneh and passable English. 

75. Blatta Tirfe Shumic 

Bom in 1902 and educated at the Swedish 
Mission School at AddLs .Ababa. Speaks English, 
He wa.s a clerk at Dcssie before the Italian inva.yion^ 
during which he served on the northern front. 
He afterwards look refuge Jn Kenya and in 1941 
joined the Emperor on his return through Goj|am. 
fn 1943 he was made Direetor of the Administrative 
Tribunal in the Prime Minister's Office, where he 
served till 1949 when he was appointed Hthiopiaii 
Mmisler at Moscow, He returned to Ethiopia in 
May 1950 and w-a.s later made Vice-President of the 
Chamber of Deputies, Jn January 1952 he became 
Vice-Minister of Finance. 

Although rather conservative in his views he gets 
on well with Europans and is reasonably honest 
and eflicieni. as well as being socially agreeable. 

76, Colanel Wckjira .Serda 

Bom in 1912, Educated at St, Cyr, and subse¬ 
quently served in infantry, He fought at the battle 
of Mai Ccu. and during 1940-41 was with the 

I riot Forces. His present appoiniment is 
Director-General, Finanec and Accounts at the 
Ministry of War. 

He is a very' friendly, chaity. Ittile ntan, speaks 
llueni French and fair English. W^ith so many 
fingers in so many financial pies he is probably not 
above lining his own. pocket when he can. 

77» Cokiael W^nsiui Hnllu Kabhadu Wagsfiuni 

Bom in 3 916, Educated at ihc Talfari Makonncti 
School in Addis .Ababa and at the Hoktta Militiiry 
Academy. The hereditan ruler of the district of 
W'ag as head of an old-csiablished family. With his 
father, the previous Wagshum. he fought against the 
Italians until captured, and his father wa.s beheaded 
before his eyes. He was sent lo the penal settlement 
of Nocrai on his release he joined ihc patriots and 
was recognised bv ihenri as their chief not only in 
Wag but also in Simicn, 

In 1941 the Emperor confirmed his position as 
Governor of Wag, He remained, however* largely in 
the capilaL and tn 1945 was appointed Vice Minister 
of Posts. Telegraphs and Telephones. Here he 
showed litmsrlf consdentiotu but lacking in 
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administrative training and abtlity. He relinquished! 
the post in June 1947 and was reappointed Governor 
of Wag, although ii was nearly a year later that he 
eventually reiumcd lo his province. He had joined 
the parvy of the Minisier of the Pen, and his return 
to WflgVas generally considered as being for the 
purpose of keeping an eye on the activities of Ras 
Scyyum,, who relumed to the Tigrai at the same 
tinTCr He was brought back to Addis .At^ba in 1950 
and was generally believed to be in disgrace. In 
March 1951 he was appointed Minister to Greece 
and left for Athens in August, shortly after the 
discovery of the plot to assassinate the Emperor, He 
was currently suspected of complicity in the plot 
sirtoc his wife, a daughter of Fiiaurari Tafess Habte 
Mikael (fl'.v,), i.s sisler-indaw to the leader gf the 
conspiracy. Biiw'idcd Nagash, He has now been 
recalled and is living in Addis Ababa- 


78. Colonel Wotde h^elassH' Berelcc 

Born in 1917. educated at Officer Training 
College at Khurium, and subsequently served in 
Aflillery. He returned to Ethiopia with a Cadet 
Battalion, but saw no active service. Has attended 
a Staff Course in 1950 at HoUclta, from which he 
passed out 2nd with a report for hard work but not 
brilliance. 

His present appoiniment is Direcior*Gencfa| ** G " 
Branch at the Ministry' of War, He is raihcf shy 
and takes a long time to get lo know, but is very 
cg-operative and has provided some useful 
information. 

Speaks French and fair English. 


79. Colanel Yaltob Gabre Leul 

Born in I9U* Tigjean. Educated at Swedish 
Evangehai,l Mtssion, Asmara. Tafari Makonneu 
School* Addis Ababa and later St. Cyr. Speaks 
French, Italian and improving English. 

Fought in the lialo-Ethiopian War. on the 
northern front 1935 “36 and was vuounded. 
Imprisoned by Italians 1937 and sent lo Nocra. 
for three years. In 1942 he joined the Ministry of 
War. In 1945 he w^as appointed Acting Governor 
of Adua, but never took up the post. Since 1950 be 
has been Director-General A Branch at the Ministry 
of War. 

,A very quiet and rather shy personality, but 
quite friendly, It is impossible lo estimate bis 
capabilities a.s a staff officer, but he is intelligent 
and likely to be above Ethiopian standards. 


80* CohiDe] Yaso Mangasht 

Bt>m in 1912 at Keren, Eritrea, and educated 
firat Irt Asmara, then at the Tafari Makonnen School 
3 l Addis Aba^* and later at .Saint-Cvt. Speaks 
French, Ilalian. Axnbtc and some Enciish, He was 
wounded in action against ihc Italians on the 
northern frtmti where he fought in 1935 and 1936. 
From 1937 to 1939 he was imprisoned by the 
Italianit in Italian Skimafiland, In 1941 he joined 
the siafT of the Ministry of War. where he served 
until early 1952, Tn 1948 he was made Secretary- 
GetieraE of the Ministry and some two years later 
w^os fitade Vioe-Chief of the Imperial General Staff. 
In February 1952 he 1**3^ appointed Governor of 
Maji. but only took up his duties in June 1953,. 

He has a much more independent outlook than 
most Ethiopians and he expresses hh view't with a 
freedemn which is often .surprising. He is inielltgcnit, 
capable and hnnesi. as well as having a sense of 
humour and most of the social g^ces. He married, 
the daughter of Bjatia Ephraim fq.i'.y, who is 
Europeanised and speaks excellent English, 


gl. Lii YibuH Drfrssa 

Bom about 1906 of a well-t&ubiLshcd Galla family 
from Gimbi and son of Blaiia Deressa, former 
Director of the .Ministry of Agrieulture and owner 
of a gold and platinum concession and of large 
estates in Wallaga Province. He was educated at 
the Menelit School, Addis Ababa, and later at 
Victoria College, Alexandria, and. the London School 
of Economics. Upon his return from England in 
1934 he worked in the English Department of the 
Mirusijy^ of Foreign .Affairs. In the lialO‘Elhio|rian 
War he joined ihc forces of Rai Jmm and wss 
captured with him in the autumn of 1936. and sent 
with him to Italy. Tn 1940 he returned to Ethiopia 
and w^orted with the other political prisoners in the 
Political Oflke. 

In August 1941 he was appointed Director- 
Gcneral of the Ministry of Finance and in November 
1942 was raised to Vice-Mini slcr. which he remained 
until July 1949 w'hcn he became S^inisier of 
Commerce and Industry, 

In both Ministries he has shown himself a good 
organiser and strict disciplinariati, but has been 
handicapped by inadequate technical knowledge 
He has a reputalion for comparative honesty and is 
the acknowledged leader of the young progresslye 
Ethiopians. He wants to encourage the economic 
development of the country with the help of foreign 
capital but tends to urtdefe.^timate the practical 
difficulties and to over-estimate the d I tractions of 
Ethiopia as a field for investment. Charged in 1952 
with the conduct of the abortive negotiations with 
the Italian Government on the subject of reparations 
arising out of the Peace Treaty, In 1953 was made 
Ethiopian Ambassador in Washington. 

Socially afreeable, speaking e*ce!lcnt English, he 
Suffers from an inferiority complex which sonieiimcs 
bed evils his personal relaiions and which may be 
due lo his dimunkive 

Married to a daughter of Dr. Martin who is 
Hurapeanised and rather “ intellectual 

82. Major VnhanDcs Abdu 

Bom in 1909* the step-son of Majid Abud, a 
Syrian owning cDnsidcrubk land in the West. Edu¬ 
cated at Swedish and American Mission schools. 
From 193] to the end of 1932 he was interpreter to 
Major Whalley at the British Consula.te at Maji 
(where rumour attributes lo him aciiyiiics in slave 
trading!. He fought against the Italians with Ras 
Imtu. and spent the occupation lit Cairo, He joined 
the Ethiopian forces in Khartum and look pari in 
the Gojjam campaign with ihc Emperor, In May 
1941 he was sent to Side mo with Ras Abeba Aragai 
and remained in that province w'hcn Ras .Adcfrlsan 
was made Governor-General. In Aupusi 1942 he 
was appointed Director-Gencrai of Jim in a sub- 
province and took an active part in The return of the 
Ethiopians to the southern part of the Ogaden in 
August, and also In rtc^otjalions with the Kenya 
authorities over frontier disputes. He was subw- 
qucntly iransferrcd to Borana as .Acting Governor* 
and in that capacity did much lo improve relations 
on the Kcnya-Eihiopla frontier. In September 1950* 
believing himself lo be persecuted by_ (he Central 
Governmcni. he fled lo Kenya and claimed asylum 
as a political refugee. The Ethiopian Covcmmcni 
immediately asked for his cxSmditTOfi as a militafy 
deserter, basing their request on Article XI of the 
.Anglo-Elhlopian Acneement of 1944. After months 
of diseusston they were inlomicd. to their chagrin, 
that the evidence in favour of his laililary status 
was inadequate and that he oould not be handed 
over. Meanwhile he has disappeared from Kenya 
and his whereabouts are unknown. 

Well educated and cllicleTit by local standards* 
but ultcriv untmstw'orthy and probably mentally 
unbalanced. 
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83. Afji Zaod* 

Born in l902, m Ltic dislrkt pf Anih^ra Sia-int. 
[s d rcldclvc 'Of Uic Emperor and hroUicr-En'law of 
Kai Imru. Has rcciivcd a purely Eihiopmn educa- 
lion and Speaks no foreign iunguages. At the lime 
of ihi kalian invasion he held the rank of Fiiautari 
and the post of Governor of MajL Fought agutn&t 
the Italia ns. but wits faroed to teueai into Kenya, 
where he remained until the Benperor^ return to 
Ethiopia, when he aeconiparied him on his advance 
front Khartum. Promoted to Dcjatniach in Decern’ 
her 194], and appointed Governor of Maji-Gitnirra 
and Kaita, In July l**43i he became Afa Negus. 
His exile in Kenya appears to have broadened his 
ojtlor.^k. which wjs kirmerly, owing to his ti rutted 
education, narrow and consrrvattvc. An easy-going, 
good-natured person of no great intelligence or 
courage as Chtff Justice, wuo dutifully fultilled his 
functions as “’Mouth of the King," (Afu N'egusl 
imiil his retirement in 1949 on hetilth gfounds- 

S4. khitlii Zawic Bebiinch 

Bom about L902. educated at the Mcnelik School 
and later in l^nce. where he studied engineering. 
Speaks French well. Was a deputy Commissioner 
on the Et^opiart-Brilivh Somaliland Boundary 
Commission l932'-34. Director of Public W'orks 
before the Italian occupaiion. after which he went 
into exile in France. Returned to^ Ethiopia in Sep- 
Eentber 1942, and was appointed Director-General of 
the Addis Abibi Mtinicipabty. In June 1943 became 
Vice-Minister of Public Works and Coromunicition.s. 
and in July 1945 was apiwinted Vice-Minisier of 
Agriculture, but did ftot take up his duties^ appearing 
to be under a cloud of sonie kind. In July 1946 
he returned to the Mirtislry of Public Works and 
Communicatioii’i He acted as Vice-Minister for 
l orcien Atrairs in 1947, In July 1949 he took the 
additiWal pturifLilio of Minister of Ftiblic Health and 
re]ini|iiishfd that of Minister of Public Works and 
Communicalions early in 1950. In 1952 appointed 
Presidenl of the Ctiambor of Deputies, Took pwrt 
in the iicgMiftiions in 1954 on the return to Eihlopan 
administration of the Reserved Area and the Hand. 
In May 1955 was appointed Kantiba (Mayor; of 
Addis Ahab. 1 . He is a small, energetic man of g<^ 
education, socially amicnabk but radiating pomposity. 
In hjs various orticial capacUies he bus shown himself 
to be stubbOTn. inefRcieiii and Lorrupi. 

85. Ato Zaude Cabiv Hevwol 

Bom in 1909, Educated at the Mcnelik School. 
Started his career as a cusioni-S ckrk in 1930. .At the 
time of the flaltan invasion he was headman at A« 
Bartch, whence he f-scuped to British Somaliland. 
He remained there until 1940 when he went to 
Kenya under LicuicnaiitColoncl Curie (now Her 
Majesty's Consul). 

In N^vvember 194! he was appointed Chief Secre¬ 
tary in the olfice of the Governor of Addis Ahaha. 
In July 1942 he become SccrelaO’CeJ^frat of the 
Harar Province and Ju January 1943 was made 
Governor of Clterchef. In November 1943 he was 
appointed Sccfciary-Gcncral of the Prime Minister’s 
Office. In March 1945 he w'U-s given his first diplo¬ 
matic post, that of First Soenrtary of the Elhiopan 
Legation in London and id .August 1946 was 
appointed Ethiopian Chargd d'Aflaircs at Stock¬ 
holm, He served on the Ethiopian Delegation lo the 
General Assembly in Uie autumn of 1947. In, 
January I94S he was made Director-Genera t of the 
MLnistry o4 Foreign Affairs and in July 1^49 was 
promol^ to the rank of Vice-Minister, fu 1949 
and 1950, when Ate Akiilou was frequently abroad, 
he was lefi for long periods in charge of the 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Being weak and rather 
ineffectual by nature, he did not altogether live 
up to hU new respou5ibil.[ty at Brst. but improved 


coiiwderably later on. In 1951 he spent much time 
at .•\smara. where he represented the Eiiilopian 
Covcrimicnt in discussions with the United Nations 
Commis^kincr and the British Administraijoa 
regarding the future constitutional status and 
urrangemctiu: for the hand-over of Eritrea. Early 
in 1952 he was nominated Ethiopian .Amba^^sador 
to Rome, u poit to which he did not seem 
particularly lilted in view of his deep-rooted anti- 
Italian feelings. While waiting to take up his 
appointment he was accused of having embezzled 
some £13.000 of Ministry' of Foreign Affairs funds. 
He Was able to account for rather less than half 
this amount. However, after a short period of 
reitrcmciu front public life, he was appointed 
Ethiopia It delegate at United Nations. 

SocialEy amiable and generally tvell-dispoaed, he 

mol a strong personality and owes his advance¬ 
ment largely to his kijwhtp With the Prime Minister 
Speaks good English. 

86, Dejazmach Zsude Gubre Selassie 

Bom in 1927. the son of the late Dejairtiach 
Gabre Selassie and through hii nioiher, w^ho subse¬ 
quently married and was divorced by the Crown 
Prince, a grandson of Ra? Scyum (^.v.J. While still 
a child he was given The rant of Dejazrnach and 
made "governor” of a province in ihc Tigrai. He 
vi'as cdmcated first in l^lcstine and later, after a 
spell at the Haile Seta sate Secondary ^hool at 
Addis Ababa, in England. He spent one year at 
University College, Exeter, and three years at 
St. Peter’s Hall, Oxford, where he graduated in 
1951. Before returning to Ethiopia he sensed with 
the Ethiopian Delegation to the United Nations. 
Early in 1952 he was made head of the Economic 
Dcpariment of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs and 
in June 1952 he was given in addition charge of 
the Ministry’s Press and [nfonnation DepanmenL 
Since the summer of 1953 he has been Director- 
Ciencral of marine affairs in the Ministry of Defence, 
bni little responsibility seems to have been devolved 
upon him. or sought. There were recently indi¬ 
cations that he might be finding his feet and in 1955 
he was made Vice-Minister of Pubhc Works and 
Commutiicaiions. 

Friendly, intelligefit and a good conversationalist. 
Speaks good English and French. He is. by virtue of 
the fanuiiy connexion, a protegd of the Crown Prinm, 


FonigDers 

87. Albeit Henry (Anacdcaai 

Born at ’Tacoma. Washington, United Status, in 
1910. Married. Educated in American universities 
and subsequently a Rhodes scholar, he is an MA. 
of Oxford University. He later held posts as 
senior Attorney with ihq Department of Justice, 
Assistant Legal Adviser to the Stale Department 
and Professor of Law at New York University. 
During the w^ar he served with the Foreign Ecoaomic 
Administration in London and with S.H.A,E,F. 
from 1943 to 1945. In 1947 he was granted 
extended leave from New York University 
and entered the service of the Ethiopian Govern* 
mert as adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 
He is on the Tc^ommunicafionS Board and is legal 
adviser DO the Ethiopian Air Lines. 

Basically pro*British, he works in iineasy paruier- 
Ship with Mr, Spencer (g.v.h who bears ail the real 
responsibility. Not a hard worker and qot therefore 
Likely ever to attain the respect of his employers, ha 
Mr. Spencer has done. Kis political views arc some¬ 
what Leftist He has a pleasant perrionality and HU 
relations with this embassy are excellent- 
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IS. Brxgndier-Gwtnl ChmtiAd MUson (Swedisbl 
Aged about 50 and married with three children. 
He is □ Major-General in the Swedish Regular Air 
Force and has the local rank of Brlgadicr-OcnefaL 
He arrived in Ethiopia in November 1954 and took 
over comntand of the Imperia] Ethiopian Air Foret 
in December 1954 from Count von Rosen who 
is a close friend of his. 

He was formerly commanding a Fighter Wing in 
Sweden, and this is his first appointment outside his 
own country. 

Rather stiff in manner, he appears frieudly and 
will probably be pro-British in his outlook■ His 
Eii£lis.h is fair. 

89. Count Cari Gustav von Rijaen (Swedish^ 

Bom at Helgusia. Sweden, in 1909. He was 
related by mania^ to Goering. whom he visited 
.several times during the war. He was strongly 
suspected ol being s German agent and is known 
to have been concerned in the peace feelers which 
were put out in Sweden in 194B and 1944. He 
was in Ethiopia before the war and returned shortly 
after the Armistice, since when, he hQ.s been in 
command of the Imperial Etlijo|rian Air Force at 
Bishoftu. .An experienced pilot himself, his 
■chievtmeni in training Ethiopian pilots has been 
remaritable. 

He has an outwardly pleasant personality and 
professes friendship towards Briuin. but he is said 
On occasion to have been aclivdy hostile when no 
British subjects arc in earshot. He is much given 
to intrigue, both with Ethiopians and his own com¬ 
patriots. and experience has shown him to ^ 
unreliable and unitoisiworthy. except where his 
personal ambiiions. which afe immense, arc con¬ 
cerned. Provided these coincide with British policv 
he can be used. 

He handed over command of the Air Force to 
BrigadLerjGciicral Nillson (r/a.) in DecernbCT 1954, 
and though he is likely to remain with the Air Force 
for a time in an odvisory capacity his future is at 
present undecided. 

90. Waltcf 11. RomII (American)' 

Aged 46 years. Amcricin. World Bank nominee 
for the post of Governor of the Stale Bank of 
Ethiopia, which post he took up in December 1953. 

He studied at the Graduate &hool of Banking at 
Rutgers Universiiy. New Jersey, was a graduate of 
Amherst College and studied intematioital finanoe at 
New York University. He served as statistician and 
^nomist in the Research Department of the Federal 
Resolve Bank in New York and as a consultant in 
the Foreign Economic Admlmstrslion In Washing¬ 
ton. He was also in charge of reports and analyses 
in the Foreign Department of the same Ekink. 
Immediately prior to taking up his appoinimcni in 
Ethiopia he was manager of the Foreign Department 
in the Federal Reserve Bank in New York, where he 
was responsible for relations with the United Stales 
Treasury, ihe State Department and other United 
Slates Cknvcrnmcnt Departmcnis. 

He appears friendly and his readiness to accept 
advice and suggcsiion makes him a refreshing change 
from his dogniaiic and sdf-opinionalcd prcdcee^or, 
Mr. Bennett. However, he has been do^cd by 
iii-heatth from ihc day of his arrival and it is ihere- 
fore impossible to give an esdmaie of his professional 
competence. 

91, John Hathaway Spencer (American^ 

Adviser to the Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Born about 190S. Married to a Swedish lady. 

A native of Iowa, appears to have private means. 

Studied intern itional law' in Pari* and Berlin. 

Assistant to the EmperorY linaneia} and general 
adviser. Mr. E. A. Colson, in 1935-36. Subsequently 
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was with the Ethiopian delegation at Geneva and 
later worked in the Stale Department, Volunteered 
after Pearl Harbour and obtained a staff appoint¬ 
ment in the United Sliics navy. The Ethiopian 
Government asked the State Dcpartnicnl m >\u.sh- 
ingion for him in 1943. and he was withdrawn from 
the North African forces and fiew lo Eihsopti. 
arriving on 3nd October. 1943. After Hii Maj^iy s 
Govcrnmeni's concurrence had been obtained, he 
was appointed adviset to the Ministry of Foreign 

Affairs on 6th November. i- .i. 

Hard-work tug and quiet, he his something ot tne 
bigoted missionary and much of the Middle Westeim 
smalt-iown lawyer. He was probably brought up m 
an anti-Brilish tradition and at one lime seemed to 
regard it as his mission in life to protect mdo«ni 
Ethiopia from British imperialism. To do nimi 
justice, however, his devcuion to Ethiopia hai also 
brought him into conflict with his owm compatriots. 
During the la*i four years or so. when he has spent 
much of his time serving on successive EiIuof^ 
dclegaiions to the General Assembly, the need to 
co-operate with members of British delegatiupi 
ErilTM seems to have had a mellowing 
Socially awkward and still rather pettifogging, he 
is no longer the fly in the AnglcvEthiopiau ointment 
that he once w^a* and indeed durritg the long negotia¬ 
tions preceding the transfer of power in Entrea he 
showed himsrlf extremely fnendly. though olien a 
verv hard bargainer. If good relations with him art 
cultivated there is no doubt that he will iwminue to 
be helpful to us. whik still serving the Ethiopians 
loyally. 


Eritrea 

92. Dejach Abraha Tesemma, At.BX, 

Born 19tJL Son of Ras Tesemma and formerly 
district chief of Dekki Admokham. Robra and 
Eggcta Hames. Was appointed assisumi pohucal 
SiSerarv to the laie British Administration in I94S 
havnitf previously served as adviser on native affairs 
in Italian times. ‘ He h one of the mewt astute men 
in Eritrea, bitterly opposed to Amharic rule and in 
the past ha* been a champion of the re-establishment 
of the supremacy of the Tigrai in Ethiopia, 

Since fcdcrasior there has been considerable ma 
feeling between him and the Chief Exwut'tvc and it 
is Ehc greatest pity that this able man is not scning 
in ihc Eritretm Goverttment. 

93. Kheikh All Radal 

Aged about forty. President of the Eritrean 
.Assembly and also' a mcTChant with mterests in 
Asmara and the W'eslern Province- .A Mended Lake 
Success in September 1949 with the Moslem League 
delegation. While in office he appeared lo be the 
fitool-pigcon of the Chief Execulive and showed ^ny 
weaknesses in his official capacity, NevcrthclcM has a 
large following amongst the Mtvsiems in the Western 
Province where he is trusted by the tribal sheikhs. 
AlEhoueh nDparently under the thumb of the Chief 
Executive he privately expressed great concern at 
the trend of events In Eritrea sina federation. In 
July 1955 resigned after j vote of censure by the 
Assembly, which was in fact really directed against 
Tedta Bairu, 

91, Fitaurari A'.fih* Woldemkael 

Born 1914. A Roman raiholic. Was an. inter¬ 
preter for the Italians, including a pericTd of three 
ycar^ at Rome and another period at Addis Ababa, 
until 1941. when he worked in various capacities 
for the Ethiopian GovemmenL In 1947 became 
Dtrecior-Gcneral of Tigfc and in 1951 was a fuember 
of an Ethiopian mis-sion to discuss the shifta question 
wiih the British Adminisiraiion. In 1952 was made 
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h«d of ihc Press DepartmeRt of ihc Minislo- of 
Ftvrcign Affairs and in 1953 w« sent to Asmara as 
the Emperor's Vice-Rcpnsentaii.e^ In August 1955 
he was elected Chief Ejteeuthe by the Assembly 
to succeed Tedia Bairn, 

A capable man whose □ppointmeni will almost 
certainly strengthen the cause of those who wish 
for complete union wiih Ethiopia, though he is 
unlikely to make any rash mo^'cs in that ^direction 
for the lime .being. He has clearly entered ofli^ 
with full Ethiopian support. 

95, Dcjnch Heine Barsclii 

Bom Ajnba IJeriio 1888* Copt. Was formerly 
head of the first lowu ward of A^nara and disuicl 
chief of !iaharti, Lanua and WoRcrti but was 
posed in 194S for an mciLein.:nt lo di^rder at a 
poIicJcai rntwiing. Eldest son (by first, marriase) 
of the late Ras Jlaruki and oow head of that large 
and Influential family, Presidini of the Unionist 
part} and held in respect by all members of the 
community. Because m his age he now takciiL little 
part in politics, 

96> .Vto Fcs&ahazion llailt 

Minister of Economic /\(lairs ia the Entr^n 
GoveramenL An e4*polio; sergeant, A man of 
wavwiofi moods who h not fully to be trusted. 
Disliked by the general public and the majority of 
his colleagues probably because he is rather 
cleverer than mojtt of them Ju spite of his bmins. 
however, he is not the important personage he 
should be in this territory because he does not appear 
to have sufikient suicngth to stand out for what he 
considers to be righl. A lukewarm Unionist and 
strongly opposed to Ethiopian annexation. 

97. Aid Hnrigot Abbai 

Rose from humble circumstances and reached the 
bighcsi grade for native employees with the Italians. 
Upon tli^ir capitulation he abseonded with a large 
sum of Italian paper money which he had been 
instructed to burn. Own? a large bolding in the 
S.AT.A.E. ntoior-bus oompany of Asmara, 
Appointed Sccretaty' f^>r the Interior in the Eritrean 
Government. November 1952 and Director of the 
Department of Law and Justice in January 1954. Is 
a strong Unionist but equally strongly opposed to 
annexation, 

99 . Ueifiacli floasan .All 

Born in 1883. Moslem. Was formerly an inter¬ 
preter under the Italian Govern me ni. Well educated 
and most capable. Enjoys great popularity and 

S iliticil inRuence amongst both Moslem and Copts. 

a J a narrow escape when a bomb wus ihmwn at 
his house by members of the .Andinet in July 1947. 

99. A(d Ibrahim SuUan 

Aged about forty-Rve. Moslem of a serf tribe of 
the Nacfa district. Speaks good Italian and during 
Italian times rose to tw highest rank possible for an 
Eritrean. Employed by the British Administration 
from 1943 to I944._ Was originally an advocate of 
union with Ethiopia, but split with the Oirisiian 
leaders of the party to become General Secretary of 
the Moslem League in 1946. He is to-day a member 
of ihe EriiTMn Assembly. U completely untrust¬ 
worthy and a great talker. Sutmgly oppb^ to the 
Ethiopians and would have one believe he is a 
figure to be reckoned with in oppcisilion to the 
resent Government. Undoubtedly in the past he 
as had inffueiKC but today appears to be a spent 
force, 

l(Ki. Abou Manms 

Bom about 10W. Bishop of the Coptic Christian 
conrmunity of Eritrea. Commenced his religious 


Studies at Bizsn. where he was befriended by the 
late Abbot Andemariam Hagos. Appointed Abbot 
of the dependent monastery'of Dcbret Ohermet in 
the Tigrai in 1925, In 193i the Abbot of Bizen 
died and with the support of the Emperor Mirco^ 
was appointed in hw placj. Is poorly educated, 
conceited, ambitieijs, and deceEtftij, His private life 
is not what ii should be. He has comidcrable 
influence amongst the Copl'ic masses. 

HI1. Sheikh Mohammed Nur Bev Nassau \aib 

O.B.E. 

.About sixty years old. The Nazir of Massawi. 
During the British ^ occupation came Into great 
promincrtce and did important und useful work as a 
native adviser. Of nn old family, strong character and 
dignity, widely versed in the Jiistory and cu$toins of 
the Red Sea province where he great induence. 
Now holds the post of Sccreiary for Social Affairs 
in ihe EriErean Government. 

163. Sakli Ahmed Kekia Pallia 
Born 1903. Moslem. Wealthy general mcrchatiT. 
In Italian days was an lEaliin spy and was interned 
for security reasons during the 'British occupation, 
ih-oiestcd be was suongly pm-Britisli and was 
released- Joined both Unionist Partv snd Moslem 
^ague at different limes, Did much for the Union¬ 
ist Party prior to Federation and has had great 
influence on the Mnslems in that respect. Spends 
most of his tinite in Addis Ababa where he has 
eoiiSEderablc business ties. Reported to be dis¬ 
appointed in the outcome of Federation but is still 
close to the Emperor, A member of the Eritrean 
Assembly. 

103, Mr. SJioA Menaiiein Joseph 

^’im Aden I8S4, British subject Arrived in 
Entrea 1910. General mcrehanl with large inter^ts 
iit Asmara and Aden. Head of the Jewish 
community in Eritrea since 1928* in which capacity 
he has kept the commurnty clear of local politics. 
During the British occupation he was consistently 
friendly and helpful and since has continued so to be. 

104, Ded|aziiinch Tedb BHiru 

titccuiivc of the Eritrean Govennonent until 
e Proicsiani. Educated at the 

Swedish Mission School and subsequrnily for seven 
yeare in Florence. Speaks Italian fluently, good 
English and several native languages. Under Italians 

headmaster of an Eritrean school and later 
'vorked for the British Administration from the com- 
mencemcni of ihc occupation until September 1946. 
when he gave his whole time to politics. He is un¬ 
doubtedly shrewd. ihicUigent and ambitious but 
showed H^onsldttable weakness in his Icadenthin of 
the Eritrean Government ilnee Federation. Jt was 
commonly thought amongst Eritreans that he is in 
the pay of the Ethiopian Govemmeni, but in the 
beginning of 1955 he showed signs of adopbae a 
more independent attitude. In Julv 1955 personal 
animosity between himself and the Emperor's 
Representative came to a head and he was oblifwd 
to resign. He is now living near Addis Ababa. " 

105, kiR Te-umma Asbrrom, O.B.E. 

Bom about 1870, Ex-district chief of Decchi 
Admocom, Egghela Hames, Robni and KaddegU. 
One of the most iiiQuenUal personalities in the 
temtorj coming from ancient ruling family- Fought 
in the Italian Army at the battle of Adua, Has 
vtsited liAly and Palcstiiie. Authoritative, respected 
and well loved by his people. Proud and vindictive 
where his prudgc and position are involved. Now 
holcb \he position of elder statesman and is not s«n 
much in public, probably owing to the rivalrv of his 
son (see .wpamte list) with Dedjozmach Tedia Bairu. 


106. Ato WoUeab WoMeoiariaffl 

Of Tigrai extraction, boro about 1905. A Swedbb 
Mission ProtestanL Well educated with a good 
knowledge of English and a very charming and 
probably sincere man. FormerW employed by ihe 
British ‘information Services.. Once a member of 
the Unionist Party, he later joined the Liberal Pro¬ 
gressive Party and kter still became a loite advocate 
for partition. He then became leader of the 
Inicllectualisl Party of the Independent and was 
one of the chief opponents of the Unionist delegation 
at Like Suoccss- 

He is a bitter menty of both the Emperor and the 
Empire of Ethiopia. He U convinced that the 
present Eritrean Government is in the pay of the 
Ethiopians and is prepared to go to any I^gths to 
prevent the annexe (ion of Eritrea by Ethiopia. 
However, recent steps taken by both the Ethiopian 
and Eritrean Governments llave made the possibility 
of him raising a worthwhile opposition practically 
negligible. Woldemariam has had seven aitcmpis 
made upon his life. In August 1953 the Ethiopian 
Government, after considerable hesltotion, gave him 
a passport with which he travelled to the Sudan and 
where he has remained. 


107, Dr, E, DionJeMO 

Mayor of Asmara. An iialian national bom in 
Egypt and a member of the Italian Civil Service. 
He came to Eritnea as an interpreter with Marshal 
Groziam. Very well thought of by the late British 
Administration and continuers to run the Asmara 
Municipality with efficiency. 

He has always shown the greatest courtesy to the 
Briti^ since FMerauon. Though there wa!> formerly 
a strong current of local opinton against him as being 
ICO pro-liailan, he has modified his attitude in this 
respect and can now be described as pro-Ethiopian/ 
Eritrean, 


t0& [VlDBHjpiDr Mariaoni 

.Aged sixty-eight, Roman Catholic Bishop 
(Apostolic Vicari of Eritrea. He is a shrewd man 
and bides a fund of political wisdom under an 
assumed SEmplieity. Was formerly on good terms 
With the Fascists and since has worked discreetly 
for the maintenance of Catholic and Italian 
infiiMtnce in Eritrea. He was, however, always on 
good terms with the late British Administration. 
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J 1042/68 No. 7 

SOMALI PETITION TO THE UNITED NATIONS 

From Foreign Office lo Paris 

(No. 2370 S. Cotiliclemial) September /4, /PJ5. 

{Telegraphic) 

At the irjpariite talks oa prc-Assembly colonial questions which were held at 
Brussels on June 30 and July I, we promised to inform the French and Belgian 
Govemmenis about our position in ihis matter. The Petition has not been included 
in the Provisional Agenda, but it may yet be raised ai the Assembly either by being 
added to the Agenda on grounds of urgency and importance or fey being brought 
into the discussions of another Fourth Committee item. 

2. lYou should accordingly approach the Governmeni to which you are 
accredited and let them have a written note on the following lines r — 

\a) The Anglo-Ethiopian Agreement of 1954 provided for the withdrawal of 
British Military Administration from the regions of Ethiopia known as the Reserved 
Area and the Ogaden—also known as the Reserved Area and the Haud;—which lie 
on the borders of ihe Somaliland Protectorate* These areas had previously been 
administered by virtue of a temporary Aiiglo-EthiopUn agreement of 1944 which 
provided for Brilish occupation of the territories as a wartime measure and without 
prejudice to underlying Ethiopian sovereignty. 

IM The areas concerned were Ethiopian territory by virtue of the Anglo- 
Ethiopian Treaty of 1897 but they were in fact used mainly by nomadic tribes from 
the Somaliland Protectorate who regularly visited the areas each year in ^arch 
of grazing for their slock. This position was recognised by the Anglo-Ethiopian 
Treaty of 1397 which provided that tribes on either side of the frontier were free to 
make use of their grazing areas on the other side. 

tc) The present agreement with Ethiopia reaftirms the provisions of the 1897 
Treaty relating to grazing rights and accords certain powers and facilities to the 
Government of the Somaliland Protectorate and to Protectorate tribes while they 
are in the areas of Ethiopia with which the Treaty is concerned. The facilities and 
powers conferred by the agreement are as follows — 

(i) The tribal organisation of Protectorate tribes consisting of local 
authorities (Akils), Tribe Police (lltulocs) and Elders, will continue to 
function while the tribes are in the areas of Ethiopia concerned and will 
have the responsibility of mamiaining law and order among the 
Protectorate tribes. 

th) Protectorate tribes may be given msirucilons on tribal matters by the 
Government of the Somaliland Protectorate. 

liii) The Protectorate tribal police will have powers of arrest among 
Protectorate tribes and cases amongst the tribes will be taken back lo 
the Protectorate for trial. 

(iv) There will be a Brilish liaison officer with the necessary staff appointed by 
the Government of the Somaliland Protectorate who may accompany 
the tribes and will be consulted by the Ethiopian authorities in the 
conduct of their relation with the tribes. The liaison officer will transmit 
to the tribes the instructions of the Protectorate Government on tribal 
matters, 

tvl The Protectorate Government is allowed to provide certain social services 
for Protectorate tribes. 

The Agreement provides that reciprocal facilities and powers be accorded 
to the Ethiopian Government in respect of any areas of the Somaliland Protectorate 
used by Ethiopian tribes in accordance with their grazing rights under the 1897 
Treaty. 

(tf) The Agreement is to remain in force for IS years and may continue in 
force thereafter unless notice of termination is given by either side. 

if) Shortly after the publication of the 1954 Agreement a delegation of Somali 
leaders from the Protectorate visited London to ask the Secretary of State for the 
Colonies that the Agreement .should not be put into effect. In a siatement made 
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on Februap' 23 the Colonial Secretary informed Parliament that it was impossible 
to meet this request and the delegation subsequently sent to the United Nations a 
petjtion aimed at preventing the carrying out of the Agreement. The basis of this 
petition is that Her Majesty’s Government, by the Anglo-Ethiopian Treaty of 1897^ 
handed to Ethiopia territories belonging to tribes who had voluntarily placed 
themselves under British protection by treaties concluded between 1884 and 1886, 
and that these treaties did not empower the United Kingdom to alienate such 
territories. The petition requests that the International Court of Justice be asked 
for an advisory opinion on the validity of the 1897 Treaty, The petition has not 
been circulated by the Secretariat as a United Nations document; non-self^'ioverning 
territories have themselveslho right to petition the United Nations, 

(gi Her Majesty's Government consider that under the Protectorate Treaties 
of 1884 and ISfe the United Kingdom became responsible for the international 
relations of the tribes and so had the right to conclude frontier agreements with 
neighbouring States. It follows that there are no legal grounds for disputing the 
right of Her Majesty's Government to conclude the 1897 Treaty with Ethiopia, 
Moreover, we have always maintained that Article 2f7) of the Charter prohibits 
the United Nations from discussing the political affairs of a non-self-govemlng 
territory— i.e,, from intervening in matters within our domestic jurisdiction. The 
United Kingdom would therefore be bound to oppose any discussion at the United 
Nations of the Somali petition concerning the 1897 and 1954 Treaties with Ethiopia. 

t/0 Her Majesty's Government have the greatest sympathy for the Somalis 
and have done everything in their power to safeguard their interests, and had 
there been another way of meeting their wishes without going counter to our 
international obligations, we should of course have done so. In aa:ordance with its 
general position on competence. Her Maj^ty's Government is bound resolutely to 
oppose discussion of the matter in the United Nations or any attempt to refer ft to 
the International Court, since this would represent an encroachment upon the 
domestic jurisdiction of the United Kingdom, fn view, however, of our special 
concern for Somali interests and our ^sire to preserve good relations with the 
Somali leaders, we are anxious that, if it comes up, the matter should be disposed 
of unobtrusively and without acrimonious debate. 

We should therefore be grateful if the French/Belgian Delegation in New 
York could be instructed to keep in close touch with the United Kingdom 
Delegation and if the Somali petition should be discussed to give us their support 
in securing the best procedural solution for disposing of the matter as Quietly as 
possible. 
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